
VERMONT INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE

montrds of
1 DECEMBER - 28 FEBRUARY 1982
OCNALD B. ClARK, SEASONAL EDITOR

"Winter finch" numbers were down in general, with the
most notable decline in the Purple Finch which seems to
have passed on through the state. On the other hand, re­
cord numbers of House Finch were present with one pushing
north to Plainfield. In addition, Cardinals completed
their northward sweep of the state with six being reoorded
on the Ioland Pond CC.

IroNS THROUGH HERON
Average numbers of Connon Loons were on Lake Champlain

well into December where they were tallied on the Ferris­
burg (10) and Burlington (1) CC's. The only other report
was of a bird Locat-ed in the Conn. River Valley during the
Hanover/t>.lonvich CC. The rarer Red-throated Loon went un­
recorded for the season. Once again the uncannon Red­
necked Grebe showed up on Champlain with a record hignof
4 on the Ferrisburg CC. Li.kewi.se , Ferrisburg set a new CC
high for Horned Grebe with 197, while Burlington totaled
47 the fol.Lcozi.nq day. Three Great Blue Herons lingered in
the Champlain Valley to be reooraed on the Ferrisburg and
Burlington ccs , On 29 December 1 was observed "in a
snCMstorm, flying and landing on ice at the edge of open
water" at Echo lake, Tyson (FMH).

were observed at Dead Creek, Mdison (approx . 20) Jan. 20
(CWS) and Weybridge (approx , 80) Jan. 31 (MJM, \'IRB). By
Feb. 27-28 there was a buildup of 100+ in the Burlington
area (WGE, NIM). Tardy Corrm:m Pintails turned up on the
Ferrisburg (3) and Burlington (2) CC'S. A male which re­
mained at S. Burlington through the period (WRB) had been
joined by a second by 28 February (WGE, NIM). Green­
winged Teal also tarried for CC's with 2 at Ferrisburg and
1 at Burlington. Three Wood Ducks tallied at Burlington
Dec. 20 was the highest number ever reported on a Vermont
ceo A female on the Conn. River, at Be.l.Lows Falls, Dec.
26, was a bonus for the Saxtons River Count. Another
hardy ferna Le at Rutland Jan. 3 remained through the 6th of
Feb. (CJF, RHH). The Burlington ce had the only Ring­
necked Duck of the season. Fifteen Canvasback were ii'lthe
Ferrisburg area Dec. 19 while a lone male remained in the
vicinity of the Burlington power plant fran Feb. 2-28 (PFZ
et al). The Burlington CC recorded the only Greater Scaup
of the winter while Ferrisburg tallied the only 3 Lesser
Scaup. A group of 9 Connon Goldeneye on L. M:lrey Dec. 9
hard increased to 12 by the 13th (NIM, WGE). Caspian lake
produced a single bird on Dec. 14 (Fa, WS). Not surpris­
ingly the greatest concentration of the species was on
Champlain where 832 were tallied by the Local counts.
Thirty-eight were at Maguam Bay Dec. 26 (MJM, WRB) and up
to 12 remained in the Burlington area as late as Feb. 7
(MJM, WRB). T\\D were found at Ferrisburg Jan. 9 (CJF)
while 5 were at Essex Jet. Feb. 27 (NIM, WGE). As for the
Conn. River Valley, 8 were Locat.ed by the Hanover-N::mvich
Count in Dec. The only other report was a concentration
of 41 at White River Jet. Feb. 18 (WGE, SJS). Lake Cham­
plain produced all the Bufflehead with the Ferrisburg and
Burlington ce' s Locat.i.nq 18 and 28 respectively. In addi­
tion a female was at S. Burlington Feb. 28 (NIM, \~E).

Thanks to the Ferrisburg ce 3 Oldsquaw were recorded.
Four White-winged Scoters were reported on Champlain CC's
while 9 Black Seaters were counted at Ferrisburg. Hooded
Mergansers showed up allover the state this season. Four
were at White River Jet. Dec. 3 (WGE). The 5 at L. MJrey
Dec. 9 had climbed to 9 by the 13th (NIM, WGE). Caspian
Lake produced one Dec. 14 (Fa, WS). The Ferrisburg (5)
and Saxtons River (1 ) CC's tallied 6. One of the t\'K)
birds reported on the Rutland CC remained through Feb. 20
(RHH, CJF et al). Connon Mergansers, by far our most can­
mon winter wat.er fowj , totaled 1366 on 6 ccs wi.th small
numbers wintering on any open water. A Red-breasted Mer­
ganser on Caspian lake, Dec. 14, was the only one reported
for the season.

OLDSQUAWSEASON 1981~82

WATERFCML
Good numbers of Canada Geese were on Champlain in De­

cember wi.th 2331 (a reoord h~gh) oounted by Ferrisburg and
49 by Burlington. On Dec. 26 62 were on Maguam Bay near
Swanton (MJM, WRB). A lone bird was observed on Jan. 20
"trying to cram itself into a 20 yd. long f l.ow of water
with 35-40 Black Ducks and Mallards - the only open water
in the Dead Creek \'/MA" at Mdison (CWS). On Feb. 5, while
shoveling off their roof, a W. Arlington couple watched
around 100 birds fly over heading south (ABS). A new re­
cord high of five SnCM Geese was set by the Ferrisburg ce
Dec. 19 while the Hanover-Non'lich counters were surprised
to find one in their area on the 27th. Seven Mallards
were on L. M:lrey Dec. 13 (WGE, NIM). six hundred e~ghty­

four were canpiled by 5 ce's with a high of 432 at Ferris­
burg. Small numbers were found lingering at Addison and
Weybridge (approx , 20) in late January (CWS, MJM, WRB).
T\\D were at Clarendon on Jan. 10 (CJF) and a lone llBle re­
mai.ned on E. Creek in Rutland fran Jan. 28 - Feb. 4 (RHH).
On Feb. 12, 4 were seen flying over M:lntpelier (DC). On
the 27th - 28th 66 were in the Burlington area (WGE, NIM).
As usual, the Black Duck fol.Lowed the same pattern as the
Mallard. The 109 at L. MJrey Dec. 9 had dropped to 54 by
the 13th (WGE, NIM). There were 1088 tallied on 6 CC's
with a high of 795 at Ferrisburg. Ld.kewi.se , a few (3-12)
r'erreined at Rutland through Jan. 1 (RHH, CJF) and f'Locka

WINTE

After t\'K) relatively open winters the "Winter of '82"
came on like "btcckbuet.ere" with 32.8" of snow in December
follcwed by 19.4 in January and 8.3 in February. Tempera­
tures averaged out well belo.-/ the norm with 21 below aver­
age days reoorded in January alone. This canbination of
deep snCMS and lOll temperatures brought a good portion of
the avian popul.at.Lon to feeders for nourishment. Less
fortunate were sane of our ground-feeding birds which
found their food supplies cut off by heavy crusts in mid­
winter.

Some 74,920 individuals were tallied on December
Christmas Counts including 98 species on count, days and
t\'K) additional species during count period. A total of
112 species was reoorded in these "Winter Records ," Of
particular interest were wintering TURKEY VULTURES at
Georgia Center as well as notable vis~ts by GYRFALCON,
NORI'HERN ORIOLE, illARY REDPOLLS, and European Goldfinch.
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WL'ltJRE 1.HROUGH EAGLE
For the second year in a xo« the TURKEY VULTURE has

been observed during the winter season. On Jan. 29 a
single bird was seen flying over "windswept fields" near
Williston (JDS). A district warden refOrted that numbers
wintered in the Arrowhead Lake region of Georgia Center ­
\q. Milton where they were observed feeding on dead heifers
in a farmer's field. They also seemed to shaw an interest
in the local whey plant (via JDS). Every year the number
of Accipiter refOrts increases, undoubtably due to the
rise in feeder watchers. Sixteen Goshawks were r'eport.ed
for the season including 7 on ee IS; one refOrted from
Cornwall taking Grosbeaks from feeder. Similarly, 20
Sharp-shinned Hawks were recorded statewide with 8 on
CC's. Three migrants were at S. Burlington Feb. 27 (W3E,
NlM) . The rarer Cooper's Hawk was found on the Bennington

(1), Ferrisburg (1) and Rutland (2) CC' s • In addition an
.imn. wintered in the vicinity of aN. Ferrisburg feeder
(JID, ~D). Once again, Red-tailed Hawks were present in
substantial numbers duringr>ecertib8r wi,th 83 showing up on
CC's. As might be expected, the greatest concentrations
were in the Bennington area (20) and the Champlain Valley
(42) . In addition, wintering birds were refOrted from
Woodstock (eRP, NlM), Rutland (RHH) and Grafton (DC). The
Jan. 3 sighting of two RED-SHOULDERED HAWKS at Rutland is
the latest seasonal date ever refOrted to these "Records."
It was a good winter for Rough-legged Hawks in the Cham­
plain Lowl anda with 47 on ee I s and s~ght~ngs of up to 20
possi.bl,e in a day's birding (Feb. 21 - SBL, JDL, HBS).
Light-phase birds outnumbered dark by a 3:1 margin. Fur­
ther to the south, single birds were report.ed from Rut­
land, Hanover-Norwich and Bennington ee's and at Quechee
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Jan. 9 (JD, 00). An .irrm. (3rd year) Bald Eagle was ob­
served in the Hartford (Wilder Dam), Hartland, Bethel area
on nunerous occasions fran Jan. n through Feb. 11 ('l'L,
LL, JDS, cSm, NLM, W3E). For the first time in a nunber
of years the species went unreported along Champlain.

HARRIER THROUGH FALCON
Seven tardy Northern Harriers were at Dead Creek WMA

on Dec. 11 (WGE). Only one was found by birders on the
Fe rri.sburq Count Dec. 19. Could it possibly have remained
in the area to be observed at Dead Creek WMA Feb. 21 (SBL,
JDL, HBS)? A "gray phase" GYRFALCON in Burlington fran
Feb. 19-25, was observed by many (CWS, PFZ et all as it
traveled about the area in search of food. A female Pere­
grine Fal=n spent Jan. 10-18 at Mdison (Dead Creek)
feed109 on Black Ducks (JJA, CWS). Thirty-three Americar:

Kestrels were tallied on 7 CC0 s with a high of 22 at Fer­
risburg. A single bird was at pittsford on Jan. 30 (CJF,
RHH) and again on Feb. 7 (NLM, WGE). February reports
were fran Westford (MJN) , Panton (CJF), Burlington (CWS,
PFZ, MM, WRB), Pddison (2 fern. - JDL, SBL, HBS), Willis­
ton ("1 male, 1 fern. observed entering an old shack
through an opening at the roof line" - WRB), Waitsfield
(via MFM); Berlin (via ~lli}\); and White River Jet. (female
trapped in a downtcwn building, rescued and released by
vrns) .

GROUSE THROUGH SNIPE
The elus~ve Spruce Grouse went unrepor't.ed for the

season. The Ruffed Grouse, on the other hand, showed up
on 12 of the 13 CC's (63). Seventeen additional reports
were received. A Bo1:::NJhite showed up on the Springfield CC



for the second year in a ron, while single Ring-necked
Pheasants were tallied on the saxtons River and Bennington
Counts. According to state biologists Gray Partridge nun­
bers "apparently increased as a result of the last t\tlO
open wi.nt.ers ," Four were found at St. Albans Dec. 26
(MJM, WRB), and about 10 (recent releases?) were feeding
on corn in Lemington for a couple of weeks in early Janu­
ary (RoC). On their heme turf at Grand Isle, numbers were
observed throughout February with a high of 12 on the loth
(RBL). 'Ihirty-one Wild Turkey reports were received in
addition to the 87 compiled on 6 CC' s . Rutland had a high
of 44 on Jan. 3. Mid-winter rains which left hard crusts
were detrimental to the species as evidenced by many dead
and starving birds. Springfield's Ccmnon Snipe was back
in its sewer-fed ditch for the second year in a xoa, wni.Le
an equally hardy canrade found a spring-fed ditch in Clar­
endon (Jan. 6) to its liking (CJF).

GULLS
--'1\0-/0 "2nd year" Glaucous Gulls on the Burlington CC re­
mai.ned in the area through Feb. 27 (MJM, WRB). The only
report of Iceland gull was a "count period" bird at Bur­
lington. severrty-two Great Black-backed Gulls were count­
ed by the Ferrisburg and Burlington CC' s in December. On
Jan. 1, 16 were found at Burlington and 2 at S. Burlington
(WRB). Feb. 7 the Burlington "landfill produced 14" (10
Irrm. - MJM, WRB). Herring Gulls were reported on the Ben­
nington (1), Ferrisburg (116), Burlington (210) and Hano­
ver (3) CC's. Four at White River Jct., Dec. 3, had in­
creased to 24 by 5 Dec. (WGE). On Dec. 26, 10 were on
Maguam Bay and 121 were at Highgate (WRB, MJM). 'Ihe only
others recorded were 4 at Ferrisburg Jan. 9 (CJF) and 1 at
the Burlington landfill Jan. 30 (RHH). A lone Ring-billed
Gull was at White River Jct., Dec. 3 (WGE) wh1le another
was on the Black River at Weathersfield Dec. 9 (EE). An­
other single was at Caspian Lake on Dec. 14 (FO, WS).
onl.y 3 of the 879 individuals tallied on CC' s came from
outside of the Champlain Valley (Plainfield 1, CraftsbUry
2). Final reports were singles at Shoreham Jan. 1 (CJF)
and Burlington Jan. 30 (RHH). Ferrisburg (27) and Bur­
lington ( 2) CC' s compiled a total of 29 Bonaparte's Gulls
on Champlain. A report of over 295 qul.L sp , at BurhngEon
Jan. 1 (WRB) was noteworthy.

roVES
~e prolific Rock Dove was found on all 13 CC' s wi.t.h
6785 individuals and a high of 1314 at Ferrisburg. Mourn­
ing Doves also showed up on all the Vermont counts w1th
Ferrisburg claiming 792 of the 3510 reported. NJteworthy
were highs of 80 at Rutland Feb. 27 (CJF) and 45 recorded
regularly at Wocx1stock.

O'IILS

--A BARN OWL on the Bennington CC was located in the
Petersburg, NY portion of the count circle. Screech Owls
were present for the Ferrisburg (6) and Burlington (1)
CC's, while a pair was found at Shelburne Feb. 13 (JJA).
'l'here were 16 Great Horned Owls reported for the season
wi.fh a new CC high of 8 at Ferrisburg Dec. 19. Numbers of
d;,ad and dying birds were found the latter part of the pe_
nod when hard crusts cut off their food supply. 'Ihere
were scattered reports of Snowy Owl from Hartland (RA),
Rutland (FBa) , M:mtpelier (MFM), Springfield (KP) and Ad­
dison (fern. - CWS). Hawk Owl went unrecorded in Vermont
although presef,lt in neighboring states. 'Ihirteen Barred
~vls were tall1ed on 7 CC's \'lith an additional 23 dur1ng
the season. '1\0/0 decapitated birds found in Saxtons River
seemed to have died \'~thout a struggle. Could they have
been the meal of a Great Horned ~vl? Ferrisburg had 14 of
the 15 Short-eared Owls on CC' s . other reports came from
Addison (13) Dec. 11 (NlM, WGE) , St. Albans (4) Dec. 26
(>'IRB, MJM), Middlebury (4) Jan. 20 (AW, NlM), and 1 Feb.
7 (NlM, WGE), Charlotte (3) Jan. (JJA) and Addison (1)
Feb. 7 (RHH). Ferrisburg had the only Saw-whet Owl on a
CC while Springfield had one during count period. One was
observed in N. Pomfret on Jan. 23 (MEa). 'Ihere were three
reports in February from Warren ("spending days in the
barn" - ADH), S. Wocx1stock (Feb. 19 - PEK) and N. Fayston
(2/27 "sitting on the porch watching the feeder" - ADH) .

KINGFISHER THROUGH \\DJDPECKER
A total of 17 Belted Kingfishers were on 7 CC' s wi th a

record high of 6 at Ferrisburg. In addition singles were
reported from Grand Isle Dec. 25 (RBL) and Center Rutland
Feb. 27 (CJF). It was another good wi.nt.ar for Ccmnon
Flickers with singles on the Bennington, Burlington,

-4- Hanover-NJrwich and Rutland CC' 3 , 6 on the Ferrisburg
Count and 4 at Springfield. On Dec. 9 one was observed
eating suet at N. Pcmfret (MHR). One at Jersey St., , Ad­
dison Jan. 31 (WRB, MJM) was the last of the season. The
Pileated Woodpecker seems to be in fine shape wi.tih 43 on
10 CC' s plus 22 additional reports. Both Hairy and Downy
Woodpeckers were reported in above average numbers for the
season wi.th 462 Hairys and 645 Downys on CC's. Spring­
field recorded the high count for both with 80 and 110 re­
spectively. 'l'he Island Pond CC tallied the only Black­
backed 'l'hree-toed Woodpecker of the winter.

HORNED lARK THROUGH CREEPER
For the second year in a xo» the Ferrisburg CC set a

new high record for Horned Lark wi.tn 953 individuals.
Bennington was second \'11th 492 whl1e Burlington (3), Win­
hall (2), saxtons River (29) and Springfield (25) filled
out the total of 1504 birds. 'Ihe remainder of the sea­
son's reports came fran the Champlain Valley wi.th a hi<;Jh
of 150+ in Addison Co. Feb. 15 (JPM, NlM, WGE). Partic1­
pants of the Island Pond CC located 7 Gray Jays on Dec.
21. 'Ihree were found in the same area Dec. 12 (NlM, WGE).

It was a geod winter for Blue Jays with 20-30 at feeders,
not uncormon . December counts recorded 6485 with a record
high of 1443 at Springfield Jan. 3. Carrron Ravens are on
the increase in Vermont with regular sightings as far
south as Grafton. In addition to the 135 on 11 CC's, re­
ports came fran Reading (FMH), Wocx1stock (JMN), Albany
(TP), Huntington (WRB, PMB), L. MJrey, Sharon, and Hart­
land (WGE, NlM), and Barnard (JNF). 'The 2735 Common CrOl'l
on CC' s were recorded fran all but Island Pond and W1n­
hall. Notable seasonal highs were 128 at Clarendon Jan.
16 (CJF), 270+ at Burlington Feb. 28 (NlM, WGE) and 60 at
Rutland TO\'ll1 Feb. 19 (JBM, JPM). By far the most ccmnon
winter resident is the Black-capped Chickadee wi.th 10,257
on Christmas Counts. Springfield tallied a record high of
2033 on Jan. 3. Ten to 50 at feeders throughout the win­
ter was the norm. 'l.'he Craftsbury CC, Jan. 2, racked up 21
Boreal Chickadees. Island Pond fol.Lowed closely with 20,
while Burlington reported 4 and Winhall 1. Also in Decem­
ber, 2 were at L. MJrey on the 9th while 3 were found
there on the 13th (WGE, NlM). During January birds were
observed at Bethel (1) on the 5th (PBr), Mendon (2) on the
20th (JES) , Rutland (1) the 23rd through the 27th (RHH)
and Waitsfield (1) the 30th (ADH) wi.th the latter finding
blueberry pancakes to his liking. 'T.Wo at an Albany feeder
remained throughout the season (TP). 'Ihe Tufted Titmouse
continues to move northward in the tracks of the Cardinal.
Included in the 69 reported on CC' s were singles at Plain­
field and Greensboro. As expected, the majority of birds
were on southern counts with highs at Brattleboro (19) and
Springfield (15). The February Census tallied 142 for
Vermont including the Greensboro bird. NJteworthy were
2-3 individuals which remained at Barre through January
(JAM) . Average numbers of White-breasted Nuthatches were
recorded for the season including 757 on 13 CC's and a re­
cord high of 159 at Springfield. On the other hand, the
Red-breasted Nuthatch was down with only 199 on 12 CC's
(being absent at Island Pond) and only 10 additional re­
ports for the season. Christmas Count totals (81) showed
the retiring BrO\'ffi Creeper in relatively average numbers.
Only 7 additional b1rds were reported (Wocx1stock, Swanton­
St. Albans, Randolph, Rutland, Grafton) whi.ch woul.d tend
to sho» a lack of field birding fol.Lowi.nq the CC' s in De­
cember. 'lhis carries through to most of the other resi­
dent species of the state.



WR@s AND M1M!dj
On Feb. 14 a Carolina Wren showed up at suet feeders

in Essex Jet. (WH, GFa) Where it remained for only the one
day. The Northern Mockingbird continues to settle into
the state \'11th 45 on CC's and 22 on the February census
(one as far north as Newport). One bird wintered in the
Burlington area as well as scattered individuals in south­
ern Venront. The rare winter sighting of a Gray Catbird
on the Woodstock CC was a bonus, as was a Brown Thrasher
which lingered in the StCMe area fran Dec. 12-26 (MK).

lliRUSHES THRouGH SHRIKE
The only thrush recorded this season was as one might

expect, the American Robin. Thirty-seven were found dur­
ing CC's with a h~gh of 23 at Burlington. No other re­
p::>rts were received. It was a relatively poor year for
the Golden-era.med Kinglet with only 56 tallied on CC's
and the high of 19 at Saxtons River. A few birds rep::>rted
fran L. M::>rey Dec. 13 (N3E) , Stowe Feb. 8 (MK) and Stock­
bridge Feb. 20 (EH) corrpleted the season. Bohemian Wax­
wings went unrecorded on CC' s although birds seem to have
been in the area. Five were observed with a flock of ce­
dars, in Burlington, fran Nov. 6 - Dec. 14 (CWS) While a
small flock was observed in Londonderry fran Dec. 7 thru
Dec. 26 (SDA) , at a location Where they have shown up on a
number of occasions in past years. On Dec. 12, 16 were
seen on Grand Isle (RBL). Five were at Putney Jan. 4-6
(LMe). As usual, numbers (up to 35) returned to the Corn­
wall area in late January Where they were observed on oc­
casion through the remainder of the season (BBP, MN). Ce­
dar Waxwing nUllbers were the lo.vest they have been ina
number of years. Only 63 were totaled on CC's, all fran
the Champlain Valley (Ferrisburg 16, Burlington 47). The
only other report, was fran Burlington Where a flock of 50­
60 individuals was found Dec. 14 (CWS). Along with the
average numbers of Northern Shrike (21) found on CC' s
(Ferrisburg had the high of 8), birds were observed at
Castleton Dec. 4-5 (JVF); Essex Jet. Dec. 6 chasing chick­
adees during a snowst.orm (GFa); Westford (imm. - MJM) Dec.
6 and Jan. 7 ; Springfield Dec. 7 (fide EE); Bravnsville
(JEH, BMH) Dec. 24 and 29; Rutland Dec. 25 (ad. - NlM);
Mt. fully Dec. 27 (AEB); Wallingford Jan. 7 (DHD) ; White
River Jet. Jan. 8, Sharon Jan. 9, Pittsford Jan. 11,
Springfield Jan. 30 and Feb. 18 (all NlM, WGE); Huntington
Feb. 5 (adul.t; - CWS, AVS); o:rinmouth (imm. - G'rL); Ferris­
burg Feb. 20 (JID, M;CD); Hinesburg Feb. 27 (WRB, PMB).

STARLING THROUGH Ic:rERIDS
The Starling showed up on all CC' s for a grand total

of 8206 individuals. Ferrisburg continues to hold high
count honors with 2036. Equally depressing was the CC
total of 11,101 House sparroes . Needless to say, a number
remained through the end of the season. Ferrisburg and
Springfield each recorded an Eastern Meado.vlark on their
counts. Fourteen Red-winged Blackb~rds tarrliid for the
Brattleboro (1), Ferrisburg (4), Burlington (4), Saxtons
River (4) and Hanover-Norwich (1) cc«. A lone female
stayed at a Mt. fully feeder fran Dec. 3-8 (AEB) While a
male remained at Westford fran Jan. 6 through the end of
the winter season (MJM). A male found with a flock of
sno» Buntings, Lapland Longspurs and Horned Larks at Ad­
dison Jan. 17 appeared to be "on its last legs" (CWS).
Five visited a N. Ferrisburg feeder Jan. 24 (JID, MCD) and
single birds were in Brandon (CJF) and Pittsford (RHH)
Jan. 30. A final report, was a male that wintered over at
a Wolcott feeder (MJD). An extremely tardy NORTHERN ORI­
OLE at Randolph Dec. 11 (JDS) is only the sixth winter re­
cord for Vennont in sane 30 years. A respectable number
(24) of Ccmron Grackles showed up on CC' s including 2 each
at Winhall and Craftsbury and 8 at Springfield. In addi­
tion one was at Bridgewater Jan. 24 (RHH) and another near
Lyndon state College Feb. 23 (PRD). Of the 228 Brcwri­
headed CoWbirds on CC's, Hanover tallied 72 while Crafts­
bury had 41.

FINCHES
~rd numbers of Cardinals wintered in the state with
655 on CC' s Lnc.ludi.nq 6 at Island Pond, the only area un­
til no.v left untouched by the species. Birds stayed close
to feeders during the period as the 1149 tallied on the
Feburary Census attests. Notev.vrthy were the 6 pairs at a
N. Ferrisburg feeder Feb. 28 (JID, MCD). Evening Grosbeak
numbers were davn this winter wi,th only small flocks of
8-10 birds at feeders. Thirty to forty at a Waitsfield
feeder was the exception (ADH). The 3577 on CC' s was scrne

-5- 3000 shy of last year's total. Springfield's 823 individ­
uals was the high. Purple Finches were in short supply
with rrost rroving through the state to winter south of us.
Only 82 were found on 7 CC's. Ten to twelve wintered at a
Barre feeder (JAM) While a male was observed at Hartford
on Dec. 5 and Jan. 23 (WGE, GFE). On the other hand,
House Finches staged a small invasion with 97 on 8 CC's
and a high of 27 at Saxtons River. A few rroved as far
north as Plainfield and Barre (MFM, JAM). Ten to twelve
wintered at W. Rutland (LH'r) While 4 males were heard
singing at Burlington Feb. 8 (CI~S). Pine Grosbeaks were
down somewhat (849 on CC's) and widely dispersed with
small flocks being recorded intermittently fran scrne 26
locales. Ibary Redp::>lls*: a rep::>rt of a Hoary Redpoll
(with 4 Ccmrons) in W. Brattleboro (ABM) was fo.l Iowed by
two at W. Windsor through Feb. (SJS) , and an "unmistakable
Ebary from 2/23 thru 3/15" in Cornwall (BBP). The Carmon
Redpol.L will have to go down as the rrost abundant "f~nchli

of the season. Sane 1779 were tallied on CC'S with highs
of 425 at Rutland and 407 at Burlington. Reports came
fran over 25 locales with flocks of 10 to 50 birds. Sane
notev.vrthy highs were 300 at Bridp::>rt Jan. 9 and Feb. 6
(CJF) , 200 at Ferrisburg Jan. 9 (CJF) and Rutland Jan. 15
(RHH), 187 at St. Albans-Swanton Dec. 26 (WRB, MJM) and

C0l1110N
REDPOLLS

100 at Waitsfield (all winter - ADH), Dead Creek WMA Dec.
11 (WGE, NlM) and Burlington Feb. 19 (CWS). Pine Siskins
were scarce with the majority of the CC birds (298) coming
fran the southern tier. In addition, 8 were at Barnard
Dec. 2 (EH), 1 was at Hartford Dec. 5 and 6 (WGE) and 1
was at Randolph Jan. 22 (EWe, MCC). American Goldfinch
appeared in good numbers in December (1111 on CC'S with a
high of 330 at Saxtons River), although rep::>rtedly down in
the N.E. Kingdan. Only a few scattered report,s of small
flocks were registered with the exception of 100 at Waits­
field Dec. 12 (ADH) and 50 at Perkinsville (FMH) Feb. 27
(returning birds?). At Woodstock the species was de­
scribed as "scarce" (JMN). A European Goldfinch rep::>rted
at a Marlboro feeder in mid-December (fide WDN) was un­
doubtably an escaped bird as was one (poss'ibjy the same)
at Spofford, Nfl (only 15 miles away) Dec. 21. Thirteen
Red Crossbills were tallied on the Plainfield (9), Ferris­
burg (2) and Rutland (2) CC'S. Four at Colchester, Feb.
28 (WGE, NlM), were the only other birds rep::>rted. White­
winged crossbills were more common with 184 on counts.
Highs were 116 at Saxtons River and 55 at Brattleboro.
Thirty-eight were at L. M::>rey Dec. 9 (WGE, NlM) and one
was at Stockbridge Jan. 5 (EH). February brought a few
scattered reports fran feeders in Randolph (2 - JDS),
Wallingford (1 fern. - DHD) and Saxtons River (1 - ES).

TCNIHEE THROUGH BUNTING
A tardy male RUFOUS-SIDED TCNIHEE at E. Barnard Dec. 28

and Jan. 1 and 3, spent its t.ime an a shed and covered
porch (JRL). A record high of 4 Savannah Sparrows was
canpiled by the Ferrisburg CC Dec. 19. Sane 506 Dark-eyed
Juncos were about for December counts. A high of 167 was
tall~ed by Saxtons River. Nine were at L. M::>rey and 2 at
Hartford Dec. 9 (NlM, WLG). Also, a few were found win­
tering at feeders in Woodstock (JMN), Rutland (JPM) , Barre
(2 - JAM) and o:rinmouth (GTL). Average numbers of Tree

*Decision by Records Committee pending



SparrCMs (1964) were totaled on CC's, although only 10 re­
ports were received for the renainder of the season.
Sixty-two plus at Addison Dec. 11 (WGE, NLM) and 20 at
Woodstock Feb. 22 (Jr.1N) were the highs. The Hanover­
l\brwich CC account.ed for the only Chipping Sparro.v of the
season. Field Sparrows were found on the Springfield CC
(1 at Charlesto.vn, NH) Jan. 3 and at Westford Jan. 17 and
Feb. 23 (MJM). SnaIl numbers of White-throated Sparrows
showed up on the southern count.s (24), half of l'!tu.ch were
at Bennington. A report of 2-3 at an Albany feeder all
period ('J.'P) filled out the season. Surprisingly 6 tardy
Fox Sparrows were tallied by the Plainfield CC while an
exceptionally late Swamp Sparro.v tarried to be submitted
by Ferrisburg. Song Sparrows (63) were totaled by 8 CC' s ,
Additional reports were frem Clarendon Jan. 16 ("In an
open spring-fed ditch" - CJF) and Mt. Holly Feb. 20 (ABB)
with wintering birds at Woodstock (U1') and W. Arlington
(NS) . Ferrisburg recorded 25 Lapland I.ongspurs Dec. 19.
'J:Welve to fifteen were with Snow Buntings at Dead Creek
Jan. 17 (CWS) with 3 being reported at Addison Jan. 24
(CWS) and 1 still remaining on 15 Feb. (NIM, JPM, WGE).
There were 1414 Snow Buntings on 9 counts with a record
high of 885 at Ferrisburg. other reports came in frem 12
locales, 4 of which (Braintree, Bro.vnsville, N. Pomfret,
and Fockingham) were outside of the Champlain Valley.
Snall flocks of 8-30 birds were the average with highs of
340+ at Bridport Dec. 11 (WGE, NLM), 175+ at Dead Creek
Jan. 16 (WRB, PMB) and 800 at Shoreham Feb. 15 (CJF).
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