VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE AGENDA
Saturday 4 November 2000
VINS, Woodstock, VT

10 am Call to Order by Co Chair Sally Laughlin
Review of Committee Membership
Minutes of the 2000 Meeting
Next Fall's Meeting date set

10:15 Editor's Report - Anne Aversa

status of records : scheduled publication, editors, etc.

10:20 Managing Records:
Out of Season and Nesting Records - Julie and Anne

Pruning List of Species Which Require a Report - Julie and Judy
Discuss Rosses Goose, Golden Eagle, Caspian Tern, Sandhill Crane
“Discredited” Records - Pat

10: 30 Procedures
Review of Current Procedures
Walter and Nancy’s Proposals for Changing Procedures
Alternate Structures for the Committee - Sally

10:50 Field Card Status: sales, publicizing, etc.
10:55 Historical Records -
Computerized by Julie and Anne

Could they be accessible though a web site?

11:00 CONSIDERATION OF RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Split into subgroups to consider reports 11:00 - 1:30 pm
(Lunch Break in subgroups)
1:30 Committee votes on RSDs

Subgroup recommendations on RSDs
Rare Nesting Reports recommendations
Out of Season reports recommendations
State Records

3:00 Nominations and Election of Officers
Chair
Vice Chair
Recording Secretary - Nancy Martin
Corresponding Secretary - Julie Nicholson

Other Business

3:30 Adjourn



MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
Saturday, 4 November 2000
VINS, Woodstock, VT

Present: Sally Laughlin, Whit Nichols, Judy Peterson, Wayne Scott, Pat Pratt, Julie
Nicholson, Anne Aversa, Walter Ellison, Nancy Martin
Absent. Pam Hunt, Simon Perkins, Wayne Petersen, Chris Rimmer, Sue Wetmore

Call to Order:

The meeting was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by co-chairs Sally Laughlin & Whit
Nichols.

Sally and Whit will be stepping down as co-chairs of the committee after this meeting.
Whit will stay on as an honorary RVB editor member. Judy and the rest of the committee
expressed their thanks to both Sally and Whit for their guidance over the past several
years. Whit had to leave early to attend a funeral in Brattleboro; Sally conducted the
remainder of the meeting.

Review of VINS Representation and RVB status:

Steve Faccio — feels that he should no longer be on the committee.

Chris Rimmer — should be VINS’ representative. The consensus was that the committee
should have a VINS representative.

Several minutes of discussion followed regarding the current status of the Records of
Vermont Birds (RVB). VINS does lose money with its publication. There were questions
raised as to the possibility of e-publishing the information.

Minutes of the 1999 meeting:
The minutes of the 1999 Records Committee meeting were summarized by Nancy
Martin. Approval was moved and seconded.

2001 Meeting Date:
The 2001 meeting will be held on Saturday, 13 October.

2001 Meeting Place and time:
North Branch Nature Center, Montpelier from 10:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. (bring your own
sandwich; drinks and cookies will be provided)

Committee Membership:

Other possible members for the committee were suggested:

Alan Strong

Jim Osborne

Dick Lavallee (still working on meeting scheduling conflict with winters in Florida)

RVB Managing Editor’'s Report from Anne Aversa:

All records are now entered into an electronic database, some are submitted by
observers electronically, others are entered as they come in by volunteers. Rare
Species Documentation requests are sent out regularly by Anne or Julie.
Electronic database is now complete back to 1997. RVB format has evolved to an
Introduction, and Summary Paragraphs and Tables of Observations for groups of
species. Winter 1999 is currently at layout stage.
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It was pointed out that some data, e.g. Breeding Bird Survey, hawkwatch, etc. is now
available online if editors choose to include it in their seasons.

Managing Records:

Julie and Anne asked if Rare Nesting Reports and Out-of-Season Reports should be
included in the electronic database — definite “yes” from rest of committee.

Historical records with some questions remaining:

White Ibis — on state list but historical record not accepted

Black-necked Stilt, Sooty Shearwater, Wilson's Plover — missing records.

(Walter pointed out that the shearwater was a Connecticut River, Norwich/Hanover
report, technically New Hampshire.) Sally thought that Bob Spear may have a file of
some historical records. Others asked about the microfiche of Green Mountain
Audubon’s files. Julie & Judy will try to track down.

Removal of Species from RSD List:

Julie & Judy brought up several species for consideration of removal from RSD list:
Ross’s Goose — RSD will still be required from reports away from Dead Creek.

Golden Eagle — required except during October & November.

Caspian Tern — required away from northern Lake Champlain. Any nesting report would
need to be fully documented.

Sandhill Crane — continue to require RSD.

Clay-colored Sparrow — continue to require RSD.

“Discredited” Reports:

Pat led discussion of what to do about records for which additional information is
received that discredits reports to which the committee has given prior acceptance. (e.g.
1995 wheatear from Shelburne & K.Ward’s Bullock’s Oriole). After discussion, Wayne
moved that receipt of further evidence can cause reconsideration of previous decisions
and publication of amended decisions. The motion was seconded, and approved by the
committee.

Review of Current Procedures:

Sally reviewed 1998 Committee Membership criteria: Committee includes RVB seasonal
editors, honorary (retired) RVB seasonal editors, VINS RVB staff representative, North
American Birds (NAB) New England Regional editors, others appointed as advisory,
non-voting members.

A quorum is considered 60% of the membership.

A First State Record requires a photo, two independently written RSDs, a tape
recording, or a specimen and must have unanimous approval by those voting.

A Hypothetical record requires 3/4 majority approval.

Other records require 2/3 majority approval.

The problem of getting votes from members who cannot attend meetings was discussed
and e-mail circulation of reports would seem to be a workable option in this case.

Public Relations discussion: The public needs to know the purpose of the Committee.
Some explanation should be sent out with RSD requests. General points - it is ‘good
birding citizenship’ to report, the Committee does not judge people, the Committee exists
to ensure the accuracy of the Vermont ornithological record.

The Committee needs to report on our reasons for acceptance or non-acceptance of
records, either by publication or directly to observers.
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RSD requests will be done by Anne as Managing Editor. She asked if VINS can/will
cover postage. Requests should be sent as soon as we are aware of a report so
observers can complete them while their memory is still fresh.

Anne will send bimonthly ‘packets’ of reports to Committee members.

Revisions to Membership and Procedures:

Terminology of Committee membership categories was discussed. Current RVB and
NAB editors fairly straightforward, other categories somewhat unclear. It was moved,
seconded, and approved that a category of ‘Distinguished Vermont Birders’ be
established to include the Honorary (retired) RVB editors and others elected by the
Committee such as Dick Lavallee. The ‘RVB Staff Representative’ category was
changed to be the ‘VINS Research Director or designee’. [Secretary's. note: VINS'
Research Department is now called 'Conservation Biology Department’]

Wayne asked if birds on our state list could be categorized as ‘easy’ or ‘hard’ (to ID) to
subdivide committee input. General feeling was ‘no’, we should try electronic circulation
first to see how the workload feels.

Further clarification of Committee membership categories: The motion was made,
seconded, and approved to change the ‘Non-voting Honorary’ category to ‘Members
Emeriti’. These members may be appointed by the Committee, but do not change the
quorum.

Field Card Status:
There are plenty on hand and checklists are also available on the internet.

Consideration of RSDs:

The committee broke up into subgroups to review RSDs and other documentation
reports at 12:30. The meeting reconvened to hear recommendations and vote on
records. As time was getting short, the committee voted to accept all jaeger sp.' reports
and tabled those referring to particular jaeger species for future consideration.

Election of Officers:

The Committee moved, seconded, and approved the following officers for the next year:
Judy Peterson & Wayne Scott — co-chairs.

Nancy Martin — recording secretary.

Reconsideration of Old Records:

Henslow’s Sparrow — Paula Gillis has withdrawn her report.

Northern Wheatear, 5/23/95, Shelburne — information from Steve Antell via Ted Murin
that this bird was likely a partially white robin. It should be removed from the records.
Caspian Terns — RSD would no longer be required for those reported by Dick Lavallee
near Missisquoi.

Other Business:

Walter made a motion recognizing and expressing gratitude for Sally’s 20 years of
dedicated service to the VBRC and RVB. It was seconded, and approved by the
Committee.

Adjournment:
The meeting was adjourned at 4:58 p.m.
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Minutes submitted by:
Nancy L. Martin, Recording Secretary

VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE MEETING = November 4, 2000

CONSIDERATION OF RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION REPORTS

FIRST STATE RECORDS

TUFTED DUCK (Aythya fuligula) — one male, 7 April 2000, South Shelburne Bay,
Shelburne, Chittenden Cty., Charles Gifford, Otto Meier, Chris Sharp.

IVORY GULL (Pagophila eburnea) — one first winter, 4 January 2000, Nichols’ Point,
Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., David J. Hoag, Theodore G. Murin, George E. Hall.

Photographs.

HOARY REDPOLL (Carduelis hornemanni) — one, 27 January 2000, Tinmouth, Rutland
Cty., Phillip M. Ballou. Photographs. Many other previous sightings of this species
were accepted as “hypothetical” pending scientific clarification of this as a separate
species and convincing photographic documentation of individual sightings.

FIRST HYPOTHETICAL STATE RECORD

WHITE-WINGED DOVE (Zenaida asiatica) — one, 2 September 2000, Champlain
Bridge, Addison, Addison Cty., Richard B. Lavallee. Only one observer.

NOTABLE STATE RECORDS 2-10

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) — one first year, 28 November 1999,
Burlington breakwater, Burlington, Chittenden Cty., Wayne Scott, T. G. Murin et al.
Ninth state record.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (Anser albifrons) — one, 21 March 1999,
Tinmouth, Rutland Cty., P. M. Ballou, Roy W. Pilcher. Photograph. Eighth state
record.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (A.albifrons) — two, 12 October 1999, East
Dorset, Bennington Cty., Barbara W. Powers, Ruth Stewart, Elizabeth F. Gilbert, Mary
Ann Parker, Frederick A. Pratt, Eleanor B. Pratt. Ninth state record.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (A.albifrons) ~ two, 3 January 2000, West
Street, Proctor, Rutland Cty., R.W. Pilcher, Susanne S. Wetmore. Tenth state record.

BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) — one adult, 1 August 2000, West Shore
Road, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. Eighth state record.
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BLACK-HEADED GULL (L.ridibundus) — one adult non-breeding, 15 September 2000,
Lake Champlain at Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin. Ninth state record.

SABINE’'S GULL (Xema sabini) — one juvenile, 28 September 2000, Lake Champlain at
Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin, Allan M. Strong, R. B. Lavallee, D. J. Hoag.
Ninth state record.

BLACK GUILLEMOT (Cepphus grylie) — one first winter or non-breeding adult, 30
November 1999, Lake Champlain at Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin. Fourth

state record.

FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannus savanna) — one probable adult, 10 June 2000,
Hawkins Road, Ferrisburgh, Addison Cty., Beatrice P. Guyett, Jeanne Wisner and
many observers over a period of several weeks. Photographs. Second state record.

FISH CROW (Corvus ossifragus) — one, 13 May 2000, Peru-Landgrove Road, Peru,
Bennington Cty., William J. Norse. Second state record.

REPORTS OF OTHER RARE SPECIES

NORTHERN GANNET (Morus bassanus) — one juvenile, 16 October 2000, Lake
Champlain at Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin.

LITTLE BLUE HERON (Egretta caerulea) — one adult, 20 April 2000, Rt. 73, Brandon,
Rutland Cty., S. S. Wetmore, m. ob. Photograph.

TUNDRA SWAN (Cygnus columbianus) — one adult, 4 April 1999, south of U.S. Rt. 7,
Rutland Town, Rutland Cty., Nancy L. Martin, Walter G. Ellison.

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope) — one male, alternate plumage, 4 April 1999,
Hopkins Rd., Panton, Addison Cty., N. L. Martin, W. G. Ellison.

EURASIAN WIGEON OR EURASIAN WIGEON X AMERICAN WIGEON HYBRID
(A.penelope) — three males, 16 April 2000, Tabor Rd., Swanton, Franklin Cty.,
Kenneth Copenhaver.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) — one immature, 16 February 2000, Shaftsbury,
Bennington Cty., Solon Rhode et al.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A.chrysaetos) — two adults, 13 May 2000, southern Vermont Valley,
Bennington, Bennington Cty., Kim Likakis.

RED KNOT (Calidris canutus) — three, 10 August 2000, Young Island, Grand Isle,
Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag.

RED KNOT (C.canutus) — one, 4 September 2000, Nichol's Point and Young Island,
Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. Photographs.
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BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER (Tryngites subruficollis) — five, 15-16 September 2000,
Greenbush Rd., Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin, Craig S. Provost, Scott W.
Morrical, James Osborne.

LONG-BILLED DOWITCHER (Limnodromus scolopaceus) — one juvenile, 1 October
2000, Dead Creek WMA, Panton, Addison Cty., F. A. Pratt, E. B. Pratt.

JAEGER SP. - four to six, 18 October 1999, Lake Champlain off Charlotte, Chittenden
Cty., T.G. Murin, D. J. Hoag.

JAEGER SP. - one, 8 November 1999, Lake Champlain off Charlotte, Chittenden Cty.,
T. G. Murin, Peter Riley.

JAEGER SP. - one, 27 November 1999, Lake Champlain Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty.,
David J. Hoag.

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio_otus) — one, 4 May 2000, Mt. Independence, Orwell,
Addison Cty., S. S. Wetmore.

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes carolinus) — one male, 17 October 1999,
Shaftsbury, Bennington Cty., N. L. Martin, W. G. Ellison. (note: RSD not required)

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (M.carolinus) — one immature, 26 August 2000 and 11
September 2000, Colchester, Chittenden Cty., John D. Marsh. Indication of possible
nesting in the area but no direct evidence.

SEDGE WREN (Cistothorus platensis) — one singing male, 27 May 2000, Happy Valley
Rd., Bridport, Addison Cty., A. M. Strong.

SEDGE WREN (C.platensis) — two, 17 June 2000 and one, 25 June 2000, Happy
Valley Rd.., Bridport, Addison Cty., Paula A. Gills, Ted Richards, Anne Connor.
Probably included the singing male reported above.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) — one, 21 September 2000,
Ward Hill, South Duxbury, Washington Cty., F. A. Pratt, E. B. Pratt.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (Oporornis agilis) — one adult, 11 September 2000, Ward
Hill, South Duxbury, Washington Cty., F. A. Pratt.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida) — one, 10 May 2000, Smith Haven,
South Londonderry, Windham Cty., W. J. Norse.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (S.pallida) — one singing male, 24 June 2000, West
Shore Road, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. Photographs.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (S.pallida) - one singing male, 15 July 2000, West
Shore Road, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. Photographs. This was a
different bird from the one reported above
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RARE NESTING SPECIES

PIED BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) — one adult, four chicks, 12 July 2000,
South Bay WMA, Coventry, Orleans Cty., Martha Pitt.

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia) — one to four adults, 12 July to 2 August 2000, Young
Island, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. Photographs. Accepted as
probable/attempted nesting.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida) — one male and one female, 22 July to 6
August 2000, West Shore Road, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., D. J. Hoag. The male
was the same one documented last in the section above.

OUT-OF-SEASON REPORTS

RED-NECKED GREBE (Podiceps grisegena) — one, basic plumage, 25 July 1999,
Shantee Point, St. Albans, Franklin Cty., Donna Martin, Burnie Martin.

HUMMINGBIRD SP. — one, probably a Ruby-throated, very early, 3 April 2000, Coventry
Lane, Manchester Center, Bennington Cty., Betsy Edwards.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (Dendroica coronata) — two, 19 December 1999,
Shelburne Point, Shelburne, Chittenden Cty., T. G. Murin.

FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla) — one, 19 December 1999, Bittersweet Falls,
Weybridge, Addison Cty., John Chamberlain, Barbara Brosnan.

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys) — one immature, 28
December 1999, Woodstock, Windsor Cty., Anne T. Aversa, Mark Council.

NON ACCEPTED

BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus) — one, 31 May 2000, Pittsford, Rutland Cty.,
Susan Elliott et al.

SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus) - one, 18 February 2000, Brandon, Rutland Cty.,
Kenneth F. Ward, Pat Ward.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) — two, 17 April 2000, Stowe, Lamoille Cty., Liz
Kellogg Lackey.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A.chrysaetos) — one, 8 July 2000, Jericho, Chittenden Cty., Maeve
Kim, Leslie Nulty.

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia) — two, 13 June 2000, Retreat Meadows, Brattleboro,
Windham Cty., Debra Blake, Peter Weiss, Joseph Weisenthal.
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PLUMBEOUS VIREO (Vireo plumbeus) — one, 5 May 2000, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty.,
D. J. Hoag.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe) — one, 19 September 2000, Wells,
Rutland Cty., Charles F. Vengrove.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendroica dominica) — two, 30 August 1999,
Chittenden, Rutland Cty., Donna Martin.

WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana) — one, 9 August 1999, Weybridge,
Addison Cty., Ethan Fenn. Photographs.

PINE GROSBEAK (Pinicola enucleator) — one, 24 June 2000, Thurman W. Dix
Reservoir, Orange Cty., P. A. Gills.

HOARY REDPOLL (Carduelis hornemanni) — one, 19 December 1999, Shoreham,
Addison Cty., Holly McKenzie, Seth Martin.

REVERSAL OF PREVIOUS VOTES

NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe) — one, 23 May 1995, Shelburne,
Chittenden Cty. Jacquelyn P. Marlow, Donna Preuss. Was photographed and found to

be an albino American Robin. The record is now not accepted.

BARNACLE GOOSE (Branta leucopsis) — one, 1 April 1996, Grand Isle, Grand isle Cty.,
D. J. Hoag. Later found to be a probable escapee and transferred by vote to that

category.



VBRC Editors & Staff - October, 2000

Seasonal Editors:

Anne T. Aversa (Fall)
53 Gifford Hill Road
Randolph Center, VT 05061

Judith A. Peterson (Spring)
458 Turkey Lane
Panton, VT 05491

Frederick A. Pratt (Winter)
49 VT Rt. 100
South Duxbury, VT 05660

802-728-4252
E-mail: ataversa@together.net

802-475-2620
E-mail: japete@together.net

802-496-3802
E-mail:pipit@wcvt.com

Susanne S. Wetmore (Summer) 802-247-3037

14 Maple Street
Brandon, VT 05733

Honorary Editors:

Sarah B. Laughlin
140 Forge Drive
Cambridge, VT 05444

Whitney D. Nichols
RFD 4 Box 210
West Brattleboro, VT 05301

Wayne S. Scott
416 Hanover Ctr. Road
Etna, NH 03750

RVB Editorial Staff:

Steve D. Faccio,
27023 Church Hill Road
Woodstock, VT 05091

Julia M. Nicholson
30 River Street
Woodstock, VT 05091

E-mail: gwetmore@sover.net

802-644-5651

E-mail laughlis@badger jsc.vsc.edu

802-257-9265
E-mail: wheatear@together.net

603-643-0179
E-mail: wsscott@turbont.net

802-457-2779

E-mail: sfaccio@vinsweb.org

802-457-1594
E-mail: julinich@valley.net



Non-Voting, Honorary Advisory Members

G. Frank Oatman 802-586-2805

Ketchum Hill Road

East Craftsbury, VT 05826

Chris C. Rimmer, 802-457-2779

27023 Church Hill Road E-mail: crimmer@vinsweb.org
Woodstock, VT 05091 i

Regional Editors for North American Birds:

Walter G. Ellison (Fall) 518-456-6224

Nancy L. Martin (Fall) E-mail: wgellison@earthlink.net

3 Winding Brook Dr. Apt 1E E-mail: nlmartin@cnsunix.albany.edu
Guilderland, N 12084

Pamela Hunt (Winter) 603-286-2845

66 Park Street #2 E-mail: biodiva@fcgnetworks.net
Northfield, NH 03276

Simon Perkins (Spring) 617-259-9500

Mass Audubon E-mail: sperkins@massaudubon.org
Drumlin Farm

Lincoln, MA 01773

Wayne Petersen (Summer) 617-259-9500 X7412

Mass Audubon E-mail: wpetersen@massaudubon.org
Drumlin Farm

Lincoin, MA 01773



