Annual VBRC Meeting 11/10/2019

Members Present

Ken Cox (Chair)

Sue Wetmore

Susan Elliott

Zac Cota-Weaver

George Clark

Taj Schottland

John Sutton

Spencer Hardy

Allan Strong

Craig Provost (rookie minutes taker)

10:04 Meeting called to order

10:05 Vote on 2018 minutes
Minutes accepted

10:12 Discussion on recommendation to add Nathanial Sharp to the VBRC
Members present unanimously approved

10:18 Discussion on Master List & Annotated List of Rare Birds
Status of Master List update to be coordinated with Kent. Annotated list is a derivative of the
Master List in narrative form. Craig to work with Kent on the Annotated list to include catching up
with taxonomic changes.

10:29 Discussion of Subspecies & Field Recognizable Forms
Allan Strong provided copies of Hector Galbraith’s list from a few years ago, suggesting that list is
a good start point. Can edit over time. Suggested that a sub-committee not necessary and the
committee can make changes as needed.

10:34 Allan Strong advised the Committee of his intention to step down.

10:39 RSDs
Ken provided summary of online voting results. 43 RSDs were reviewed online. 20 unanimously
accepted; 23 were not unanimously accepted.

2019-01 Rough-Legged Hawk — ACCEPTED 9-1

2019-02 Ovenbird — ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-03 Indigo Bunting — ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-04 & 2019-05 Trumpeter Swan ACCEPTED 10-0 — Need to add notes in the Masterlist to
merge these two RSDs with 2018-45, relabeling them as 2018-45a, 2018-45b and 2018-45c¢
respectively.



2019-11 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-13 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-144a,2019-14b, 2019-14c, & 2019-14d Baltimore Oriole — Much discussion on this as multiple
dates were involved. Review of the metadata from the pictures provided indicated that dates of
the reports did not all match dates of the photos provided. Report 14a was REJECTED 10-0, while
14b, 14c, and 14d were unanimously ACCEPTED.

Working Lunch

2019-15 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-16 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-17 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-18 Gyrfalcon NOT ACCEPTED 10-0 (No comments on separation of this specie from Northern
Goshawk)

2019-20 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-21 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk ACCEPTED 8-2

*Brief discussion regarding Northern Red-Tailed Hawk. Sufficient accepted records to no longer
require RSDs of this field recognizable form. Date range needed; can be based on ebird data.
2019-22 Northern Red-Tailed Hawk NOT ACCEPTED — Location of the report is in Cohasset, MA
2019-23 Prothonotary Warbler ACCEPTED (votes were 7 to accept; 3 to not accept)

2019-24 Lesser Black-Backed Gull ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-30 Swainson’s Warbler — time spent looking at spectrograms while listening to song
ACCEPTED 10-0 **First State Record

2019-32 Grasshopper Sparrow — Rare Species Nesting Report ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-34 Western Sandpiper — ACCEPTED 10-0

2019-35 Western Meadowlark — NOT ACCEPTED 10-0

2018-51 Tundra Swan — ACCEPTED 10-0

14:36 Other Business
Discussion regarding committee composition including geographic and gender diversity.

State Checklist changes:
Black Vulture — add “N” for reports of confirmed nesting
Snowy Owl — switch spring departure limit to 4D
Hooded Warbler — establish date range and add “N” remove “V”. Accepted 10-0
Prothonotary Warbler — some conversation about removing from list; discussion regarding age
of historical records and how recent should they be for consideration for removal. Keep as “V”
for time being.

2020 Meeting date set for 11/14/2020

15:24 Meeting adjourned



