Vermont Bird Records Committee Minutes
Nov. 5 2004

Present: Judy Peterson, Wayne Peterson, Julie Nicholson (not voting), Pam Hunt, Allan
Strong, Rosalind Renfrew, Pat Pratt, John Sutton, Sue Wetmore, Dick Lavallee, and
Dottie Lavallee (not voting)

Notetaker: Rosalind Renfrew

New members: Allan Strong and John Sutton were welcomed as new committee
members.

Minutes of 2003: Minutes were reviewed and accepted.

Review of procedures: Judy reviewed voting procedures and rules for committee actions
These included:

100% vote required for state record

75% vote required for hypothetical state record

67% vote requires for all other RSDs (for this meeting, 6 yes votes were required for
acceptance)

Review of the VBRC website: The website was changed to differentiate between the
Vermont state list and the Vermont field card. The Vermont state list is the entire list of
species ever seen in the state, whereas the field card are those species that one might
expect to see in Vermont, at least at certain times of the year and in certain habitats. The
website refers only to the field card and verbiage on the site has been changed to reflect
this, to avoid confusion.

Use of electronic RSD forms/procedure for distributing RSDs: Although sometimes more
confusing for co-chairs and Julie to send out some RSDs via snail-mail and others
electronically, the committee appears to be happy with receiving some via email. To
simplify the process in the future, we will likely scan in any snail-mail RSDs and provide
all RSDs to committee members electronically. Roz will explore ways to offer then
through the website, with a password or some other security so that only committee
members can access them.

Issues regarding when RSDs are required: What do we do with species that are seen
every year in the same area by the same observers, but few other observations exist? For
example, jaegers seen by Ted Murin and Dave Hoag. Do we keep asking them for RSDs?
The committee seemed to agree that these species need to stay on the field card as “RSD
may be requested” but that we might not need to ask them from these observers every
year. Some of this can also be alleviated by listing certain species as requiring RSDs only
if they occur outside of the area where they are normally seen.

It was also suggested that we encourage people to report jaegers as jaegar spp. if they
can’t i.d. to species, because this information is still valuable for determining migration



timing in Vermont and number of jaegers from year to year. There is currently no format
for reporting this however. Ebird will eventually have the capability of offering this
option, but this will take years to develop, as they would have to change basic elements
of their programming and would have to provide this option for avian groups other than
just jaegers, and it will also have to be state or region-specific. Gray-cheeked/Bicknell’s
thrush is another case in point. This led to a discussion about how to present these two
species on the field cards. People agreed that we might want to change Gray-cheeked on
the card to Bicknell’s/gray-cheeked, and leave Bicknell’s as is. It was agreed that we
would check in with Chris Rimmer’s about this potential change.

The committee reviewed and updates species requiring RSDs, and made changes to the
website list.

No longer requiring RSDs:

Common Loon

Sandhill Crane

Eurasian Widgeon

Barrow’s Goldeneye

Cooper’s Hawk

Northern Harrier

Long-eared OwIl — nesting only now

Black-backed Woodpecker — now only outside of Northeast Kingdom
Carolina Wren

Now requiring RSDs:

Great Egret — nesting only

Spruce Grouse — nesting only

Wilson’s Phalarope (outside Champlain Valley)
Black-headed Gull (away from L. Champlain)
Sabine’s Gull (away from L. Champlain)
Black-legged Kittiwake (away from L. Champlain)
Gray-cheeked Thrush

The committee also proposed changes to the field card to reflect up-to-date information.

Procedure for providing Vermont data to North American Birds: NAB needs seasonal
summaries from Vermont, which has been difficult since the dissolution of Records of
Vermont Birds. It requires a distillation and filtering of the important bird events in the
state (irruptions, important trends, monitored endangered or threatened species, some
rarities or unusually high/low numbers, etc.). Although there are resources for obtaining
the “raw” information, there is currently no procedure or funding for compiling this
information, which can involved a significant amount of time. Wayne will provide the
committee with some guidelines as to what information they need. However, it was not
determined who would compile the summaries each season.




Procedure for determining species on past or historical reports after splits: The recent
split of Sharp-tailed Sparrow into Nelson’s and Saltmarsh brought up the issue of
whether historical records that recorded these birds would be counted as first state
records, or whether sightings after the split could only be considered first state records.
Wayne suggested that valid historical records should be first state records. In this case, an
historical record would be the first Nelson’s Sharp-tailed record.

Consideration of RSDs

Fall 2003

F03-6 Sabine's Gull

F03-7 Baltimore Oriole

F03-8 Tundra Swan

F03-9 Common Eider

F03-10 Parasitic Jaeger, light morph
FO03-11 Parasitic Jaeger,dark morph
F03-12 Black-headed Gull

F03-13 Black-legged Kittiwake
FO03-14 Eared Grebe
F03-15Black-headed Gull

F03-16 Northern Gannet

F03-17 Atlantic Puffin

Winter 2004

W04-1 Eastern Meadowlark, OOS
W04-2 Red-shouldered Hawk, OOS
W04-3 Double-crested Cormorant, OOS
WO04-4 Gray Catbird, OOS

WO04-5a Townsend's Solitaire
WO04-5b Townsend's Solitaire
WO04-5¢ Townsend's Solitaire
WO04-5d Townsend's Solitaire

WO04-6 Vesper Sparrow, OOS
WO04-7 Hoary Redpoll

W04-8 Hoary Redpoll

W04-9 Turkey Vulture OOS
W04-10 Hoary Redpoll

W04-11 Hoary Redpoll

W04-12 Turkey Vulture, OOS
W04-13 Brown Thrasher OOS

WO04-14 Varied Thrush

Spring 2004



SP04-1 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker OOS

SP04-2 Ross's Goose

SP04-3 Hoary Redpoll

SP04-4 White-tailed Kite

SP04-5 Orange-crowned Warbler
SP04-6 Northern Wheatear

SP04-7 Great Cormorant

SP04-9 Golden Eagle

Summer 2004

Su04-1 Black-backed Woodpecker
Su04-2 Clay-colored Sparrow

Su04-3 Great Egret

Su04-4 Clay-colored Sparrow

Su04-5 Clay-colored Sparrow

Su04-6 Whip-poor-will (chick)
Su04-6b Whip-poor-will (chick)
Su04-7 Sedge Wren

Fall 2004

FO4-1 Buff-breasted Sandpiper
F04-2 Pomerine Jaeger

F04-3 Long-tailed Jaeger

FO4-4a Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow (interior sub-species)
FO4-4b Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow
F04-5 Long-tailed Jaeger

FO04-6 Whimbrel (not required)
F04-7 Buff-breasted Sandpiper
F04-8 Hudsonian Godwit (n.r.)
F04-9 Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow
F04-10 Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow
F04-11 Red Phalarope (photos)
F04-12 Pacific Loon

All above records were accepted except: F03-14, Sp04-4, W04-7 and W-4-8

Officers for next year: Judy Peterson and Rosalind Renfrew — Co-chairs
Next meeting date: November 5 2005
Meeting adjourned around 3:35pm



