
2022 Vermont Bird Records Committee Annual Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2022   via internet - Google Meeting

Present: Cat Abbott, Bridget Butler, Zac Cota, Ken Cox, Sue Elliott (Chair), Chris Rimmer, Taj 
Scottland, Judy Sefchick, Nathaniel Sharp, Ruth Stewart, Sue Wetmore. None absent. 

 Call to order at 9 a.m. Sue E extended a note of thanks to Craig Provost who retired from 
the Committee. 

 Old Business:
 Vote to accept 1/26/2022 minutes. Moved by Ruth/Chris 2nd. Accepted. Sue E noted 

she had sent note of thanks and results to all who had submitted RSDs. 

 Results of online voting:
2022.01   Eastern Phoebe: 8-3 accept
2022.02   Painted Bunting: 11-0 accept
2022.04  American Pipit: 11-0 accept
2022.05   Chipping Sparrow: 4-7 not accept
2022.06   Razorbill: 11-0 accept
2022.07a Cattle Egret: 11-0 accept
2022.07b Cattle Egret: 11-0 accept
2022.08   Harris’s Sparrow: 11-0 accept
2022.09   Painted Bunting: 11-0 accept
2022.10   American Pipit: 11-0 accept
2022.11a King Eider: 11-0 accept
2022.11b King Eider: 11-0 accept
2022.12   Crested Caracara: 0-11 not accept*
2022.13a Pink-footed Goose: 11-0 accept
2022.13b Pink-footed Goose: 11-0 accept
2022.14  Western Grebe not voted-1st state record
2022.15   Boreal Owl: 1-10 not accept
2022.16   Summer Tanager: 10-1 accept
2022.17   Orange-crowned Warbler: 11-0 accept
2022.18   Loggerhead Shrike: 0-11 not accept*
2022.19   Trumpeter Swan: 10-1 accept
2022.20   Merlin: 11-0 accept
2022.21   Black-bellied Whistling Duck: 11-0 accept
2022.22   Sedge Wren: 11-0 accept
2022.23   American Tree Sparrow: 5-6 not accept
2022.24   Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: 9-1 accept
2022.25   Western Tanager: 3-8 not accept
2022.26   Fish Crow: 5-6 not accept
2022.27   Glossy Ibis: 4-7 not accept
2022.28b Western Sandpiper: not voted
2022.28b Western Sandpiper: not voted
2022.29   Arctic Tern: 11-0 accept

*RSD unanimously accepted and rejected during pre-voting do not come up for 
discussion. 



 Review and voting on RSDs:
Ruth: 2022.01 Eastern Phoebe – Taj/Sue (Motion/second) moved to accept. Passed 
10-1

Judy: 2022.05 Chipping Sparrow – Judy/Chris moved NOT to accept. Passed 11-0

Bridget: 2022.14 Western Grebe – Observation made 2006. Since this would be a 1st 
state record consensus was to defer consideration and seek more information.  Bridget 
will contact the observer.

Nathaniel:  2022.15 Boreal Owl – Nathaniel/Sue W moved NOT to accept. Passed 11-0

Taj:  2022.16 Summer Tanager – Taj/Ruth moved to accept. Passed 11-0

Judy:  2022.19 Trumpeter Swan – Judy/Bridget moved to accept. Passed 11-0

Taj:  2022.23 - American Tree Sparrow – Taj/Zac moved NOT to accept. Passed 11-0

Cat:  2022.24 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – Would be a first county record for Caledonia! 
Cat/Chris moved to accept. Passed 11-0

Sue W:  2022.25 Western Tanager – Sue W/Zac moved NOT to accept. Passed 11-0

Zac: 2022.26 Fish Crow – Generated considerable discussion about the need to report 
sightings outside Burlington area. It was felt there was a need to record the spread of 
FICR throughout VT, but to be mindful how difficult it sometimes is to distinguish FICR 
from AMCR given variety of vocalizations especially from young/first year birds (see 
also discussion for Vermont Bird Checklist updates). Sue E/Zac moved to accept. 
Passed 7-4. [NOTE: Post meeting realization – acceptance needs to be 75% of those 
voting which would be 8. Thus, post meeting consensus was to revisit in Jan.] 

Chris: 2022.27 Glossy Ibis – Taj/Zac moved to accept RSD as (immature) White Ibis, 
not Glossy Ibis. Supporting this ID were two records for WHIB from Albany and MA 
border during the same time period. Passed 11-0

Ken: 2022.28a Western Sandpiper – Ken/Nathaniel moved to accept. Passed 
Ken: 2022.28b Western Sandpiper - (same bird; other observer, same date and 

time). Both accepted, 11-0

 Membership Committee - Zac Cota – Zac/Chris moved to accept Chip Darmstadt as a new 
VBRC committee member. Passed. In 1996 Chip became director of the North Branch 
Nature Center, a Montpelier branch of the VT Institute of Natural Science. He shepherded 
its ‘independence’ from VINS in 2006. He retired as Executive Director in 2022(or late 21?)

 Vermont Bird Checklist updates - Sue Elliott and Cat Abbott – The Committee agreed to 
continue the discussion about FICR at the Jan meeting. The remaining changes were 
accepted. List of updates attached.   

 New Business: January 2022 meeting to follow up remaining 2022 RSDs   - TBD

Ruth Stewart, Secretary pro-temp

2022 Vermont Bird Records Committee Annual Meeting cont’d



January 20, 2023 – via Google Meeting 

Present: Cat Abbott, Zac Cota, Ken Cox, Sue Elliott (Chair), Chris Rimmer, Taj Scottland, Judy 
Sefchick, Nathaniel Sharp, Ruth Stewart, Sue Wetmore. Absent: Bridget Butler. Meeting commenced 
at 7:08 pm.              

Minutes: Motion/Second by Cat/Ken to accept November 12, 2022 minutes. Passed 9-0

Old Business: 2022.14: Follow up on Western Grebe RSD from Nov 11, 2006 in Potash Bay, VT. 
Since there was no photo and no second observer, Zac/Nathaniel moved to accept as a 
hypothetical first state record.  Approved 9-0 (Sue W had not yet joined meeting.)

2022.14 Fish Crow (re-visit) - observed in Danby, Aug 11, 2022. Report was outside the 
Champlain Valley. We needed to revisit this as vote on 11.12.22 meeting was not a quorum to 
accept. Zac/Ken moved to (re) accept RSD report.  Passed 9-0.  

(It should be noted that not everyone completed the on-line pre-vote which meant we had to review 
all 14 RSDs at this meeting. RS comment.) 

New Business:

2022.30 Razorbill (Zac): Zac/Ruth moved to accept. Passed 9-0

2022.31 Green Heron (Ken): Ken/Sue W moved to accept. Passed 8-2

2022.32 Trumpeter Swan (Sue W): Sue W/Zac moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.33 Razorbill (Cat): Cat/Judy moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.34 Black-bellied Whistling Duck (Chris R): Chris/Sue W moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.35 Laughing Gull (Sue W): Sue W/Chris moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.36 Laughing Gull (Taj S):  Taj/Ken moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.37 Trumpeter Swan (Ken C): Ken/Ruth moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.38 Black-legged Kittiwake (Cat): Cat/Taj moved to accept. Passed 8-2 

2022.39 Pied-billed Grebe (Ruth): This record was reviewed as a nesting record on Adamant Pond 
8.24.22. It was unanimous to remove this species from further consideration. 

2022.40 Pied-billed Grebe (Taj): This record was reviewed as a second nesting record on Sodom 
Pond. 6.29.22. Taj/Chris moved to accept these records together. Passed 10-0. 

2022.41 Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Judy): Judy/Zac moved NOT to accept. Not enough conclusive 
evidence to separate this from similar flycatcher species.  Passed 10-0

2022.42 Yellow-throated Warbler (Judy): Judy/Cat moved to accept. Passed 10-0

2022.43 Yellow-headed Blackbird: (Sue E): Sue E/Sue W moved to accept. Passed 10-0
 
-Sue E welcomed newest member Chip Darmstadt who did not attend from Ecuador!                                 
- Zac/Taj moved to accept changes in the Vermont Bird Checklist as presented. Passed 10-0. Ken 
expressed concern about the still uncertain status of Fish Crow breeding in the Brattleboro area 



suggesting RSD reports still be submitted. It was felt this need could be initiated by Regional 
Editors if necessary. 

Meeting adjourned 8:15 pm.                                                                Ruth Stewart, Secretary Pro-
temp


