
Annual Vermont Bird Records Committee Meeting 
November 14, 2020 
 
Members Present: 
Ken Cox (Chair) 
George Clark 
Sue Elliott 
Spender Hardy 
Kent McFarland 
Craig Provost 
Chris Rimmer 
Taj Schottland 
Nathaniel Sharp 
Ruth Stewart 
John Sutton 
Zac Cota-Weaver 
Sue Wetmore 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. and was held via Zoom. 
 
The 2019 committee minutes were unanimously approved with no corrections. 
 
There were no corrections to the 2019 VBRC Report. It was unanimously approved. 
 
Ken updated us on a proposal for meeting in the coming year. The first meeting will be held in 
January to complete unfinished business and review any RSDs that received in the later part of 
2020. It will be a weekday meeting, starting at 6 p.m., with a maximum time of three hours. 
Ken will send a survey out to select the date. 
 
Ken reported that 17 RSDs received in 2019 were approved unanimously via Survey Monkey. 
Thirteen RSDs received a ‘no’ vote. 14 RSDs were not polled. We have 27 RSDs to review at 
this meeting.  
 
Review of RSDs 
 
2020.002 Western Meadowlark: accepted 13-0 
2020.003 Northern Parula: accepted 13-0 
2020.006 Trumpeter Swan: accepted 11-2 
2020.007 Rose-breasted Grosbeak: not accepted 2-11 
       Grosbeak genus level Pheucticus: accepted: 13-0 
2020-008 Black Vulture: accepted 13-0 
2020.011 Baltimore Oriole: accepted 13-0 
2020.012 Baltimore Oriole: accepted 13-0 
2020.014 Baltimore Oriole: accepted 13-0 



2020.018 Pink-footed Goose: accepted 13-0 
2020.020 European Goldfinch: accepted 13-0, origin unknown 
2020.022 Gray-cheeked Thrush: not accepted 0-13 
2020.023 Worm-eating Warbler: accepted 13-0 
2020.024 Orange-crowned Warbler: accepted 13-0 
2020.025c King Rail: accepted 13-0 
2020.026 Willet: accepted 13-0 
2020.027 Yellow-headed Blackbird: accepted 13-0 
2020.028 Ruddy Duck: accepted 13-0 
2020-029 Blue Grosbeak: accepted 13-0 
2020.030 American Avocet: accepted 13-0 
2020.031 Yellow-headed Blackbird: accepted 13-0 
2020.032 Black Vulture, nesting record: accepted 13-0  
2020.033 Yellow-throated Warbler: not accepted 0-13 
2020.034 Sharp-tailed Sandpiper: not accepted 1-12 
2020.035 Frigatebird genus: 8 yes, 5 no; not accepted, first state record, not unanimous 
2020.036 Painted Bunting: not accepted 1-12 
2020.045b Crested Caracara: accepted 13-0 
2020.046 Wilson’s Storm-Petrel: accepted 13-0, will attach eBird report to RSD form 
 
Misc. Notes from RSD Review 
 
A + sign should be added to Black Vulture on the Vermont Bird Checklist as decided at the 
2018 meeting. 
 
There was discussion whether a + should be added to Baltimore Oriole on the Vermont Bird 
Checklist. 
 
There was discussion about whether a Willet subspecies should be voted on for RSD 2020.26, 
but it was decided to vote on it as presented. 
 
Other Business 
 
Ken noted that term will be ending after the coming year and a co-chair is needed. The new co-
chair will serve the first year of term with the current co-chair. After asking for nominations, he 
made the motion to nominate Sue Elliott and called for a vote, which passed unanimously.  
 
Several RSDs were received late in the year and will be reviewed via Survey Monkey or other 
means prior to the January meeting. Any RSDs not receiving a unanimous vote will be 
presented for discussion and a vote then.   
 
George Clark announced he will be stepping down from the committee after 11 years.  
Everyone thanked George for his work on the committee and for his expertise over the years.  
 



George presented four names for consideration. Kent will create a Google document prior to the 
January meeting for nominations to be discussed at that meeting. 
 
Agenda items should be sent to Ken for the January meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Elliott 
 

 



Vermont Bird Records Committee Zoom Meeting                               January 26, 2021  

Present: Chris Rimmer, Craig Provost, John Sutton, Ken Cox, Kent McFarland, Nathaniel Sharp, Ruth Stewart, 
Spencer Hardy, Sue Elliott, Sue Wetmore, Taj Schottland, Zacheriah Cota-Weaver 

Minutes from Nov 14, 2021 Annual Meeting approved without corrections/additions. Chair, Ken C. proposed 
filling the secretary position for a year with a volunteer or appointee. Ruth volunteered.  

Continued review of RSDs: 

038 – Western Sandpiper – Unanimous acceptance 

039 – Gray Cheeked Thrush – Unanimous acceptance as Bicknells/Gray-cheek Thrush. Unable to separate in 
the field. 

040 – Rufous Hummingbird – Unanimously rejected as RUHU. Accepted as selasphorus species. 

Note: Continue discussion about past Rufous/Allen records in area 

041 – Prothonotary Warbler – Unanimously rejected 0-12 

047 – Peregrine Falcon - Unanimous acceptance 

052 – Least Bittern – 10/22 report. Latest in ebird. Unanimous acceptance. 

054 – Western Kingbird - Unanimous acceptance 

055 – Chipping Sparrow - Unanimous acceptance 

056 – Snow x Ross Goose – Historically VBRC has not reviewed hybrids. No action.  

058 – Veery – Rejected 4-8. Heard only. No visual. Not enough supporting documentation.  

Seven late RSDs submitted supporting RSDs already approved. No action. Three RSDs recently submitted for 
2020: White-rumped Storm Petrel; Pacific Loon; Willow Ptarmigan. Ken will send a Survey Monkey so we can 
review, meet to discuss if necessary and finalize the 2020 RSD report.  

Procedural Discussions:  Annual Meeting to be held 2nd Sat of Nov., preferably in person. Do a mid-year 
review, vote and (virtual) meeting to discuss RSDs.  

- Set an Oct 10 deadline for RSD submissions with flexibility to review new RSDs for the year that come 
in after the Annual Meeting.  Add deadline information to website. 

- Be active in educating the birding community though VTBird listserv, VT Birding FB page, regional 
reviews, et al to/how to submit RSD reports. 

- Make it easier for individuals to determine if a sighting needs an RSD. Suggestion was to add a search 
bar at the top of the webpage. (Someone? will pursue that….) 

Membership:  John Sutton announced his decision to leave the committee after many years. We shall all miss 
his input and perspective (and Chris - his accent!) Much THANKS, John. Zac circulated a list of potential new 
members suggesting that gender balance and diverse backgrounds are as important as knowledge of birds. Since 
few knew all the 7 (women) on the list, Zac, Sue Elliot and Craig will form a sub-committee. They will develop 
a job description/suggested requirements and approach potential candidates to determine interest and then ask 
individual to submit a letter of interest and/or how their background would benefit the VBRC.  All are 
encouraged to submit names of additional candidates. The ‘nominating’ committee will make recommendations 
to the full board.  

 



Subspecies/Hybrids: Discussed ‘what is the value of the Committee reviewing sub-species reports?’ What 
subspecies should be added to the existing list?  Spencer and Nathanial will review and suggest clear guidance 
about reporting Identifiable Sub-Species (ISSFs) and hybrids. (Call them the Taxonomy Sub-committee!) 

Followup Communication: Past discussion identified the importance of communicating the results to those who 
have submitted RSDs.  Sue will circulate a copy of the (form) letter that is being used.  This has been done after 
the Annual Meeting. 

Zoom meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm 

Ruth Stewart, Scribe 

 


