MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

Saturday November 7, 1998
VINS, Woodstock, Vermont

Present: Terry Hall, Pat Pratt, Sue Wetmore, Judy Peterson, Sally Laughlin, Julie Nicholson,
Steve Faccio, Walter Ellison, Nancy Martin, & Pam Hunt.
Absent: Whitney Nichols, Frank Oatman, Simon Perkins, Wayne Peterson.

Call to Order:
The Meeting was called to order at 10:15 am by CoChair Sally Laughlin.

Minutes of the 1997 Meeting:
The Bird Records Accepted portion of the minutes was prepared by Judy Peterson and distributed

to the Committee. Minutes of the remainder of the meeting were being done by Whit, and are not
available. Sally will get them and distribute with the minutes of this meeting.

Review of Membership and Procedures/Bylaws
It was MOVED, SECONDED, AND VOTED to make the following revisions to our

Procedures/Bylaws:
To create the Category of Non-voting, Honorary Advisory Members, and make
Frank Oatman and Chris Rimmer members in that category. Frank has been able to
attend only two meetings in the past 10 years, and Chris is rarely able to attend, so
having them be part of our quorum seems impractical. However, the Committee
values both of their knowledge and advice, and would like to continue to benefit
from their advice and to have them attend whenever possible.

A Quorum is defined as 60% of the current menibership in attendance.

The following motion was DEFEATED: that a first state record can be accepted with one vote to
the contrary. Thus our rule remains that a first state record can be accepted only by unanimous

vote.

Reiteration of our Procedures/Bylaws as Amended
History:
The Vermont Bird Records Committee is an independent body, whose format was created
in 1980 by the Vermont Audubon Council. History: At their 8 June 1980 Meeting the
Vermont Audubon Council adopted a motion to dissolve the Editorial Advisory Board for
the Records of Vermont Birds and establish in its place a State Records Committee
consisting of the regional editor for American Birds, and the seasonal editors and
managing editor of Records of Vermont Birds. This committee’s function shall be to
establish guidelines for the reporting of rarities and to review and verify records of
rarities for inclusion in the records of Vermont birds. The first meeting of this new group
was organized by Douglas P. Kibbe, Whitney D. Nichols, Frank Oatman, and Sarah B.
Laughlin. As of 7 November 1998 the group’s Bylaws/Procedures have been amended to

be as follows:




Membership in the Vermont Bird Records Committee is established by the Committee o
and shall consist of: ST T
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< Henorary Editors as Appointed by the Committee
(Currently these are Sally Laughlin, Whitney Nichols, and Nancy Martin) @ are e &._~

< The VINS Records of Vermont Birds Staff (esen®~ or\wr &35~ ‘ .-‘\.4
(Currently Steve Faccio, Managing Editor, and Julie Nicholson, Editorial Y caemy e et
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% The Field Notes (formerly American Birds) Editors for our Region, each of =~ whom
shall have membership and a vote ~—
(Currently Pam Hunt, Wayne Peterson, Simon Perkins, and Walter
Ellison/Nancy Martin). - T e vix €a

> Honorary Nen-Voting-Advisery Members may be appointed by the committee, in

addition. These members are non-voting and do not count towards the establishment of a

quorum.
(Appointed as Advisory Members at the 11/7/98 meeting were Frank

Oatman and Chris Rimmer)
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Quorum: a quorum is 60% of the current members of the Committee.

Acceptance of Records:
1. A First State Record must be accepted by unanimous vote. To be considered as

a first state record one of the following documentations:

a. A report by two independent observers (i.e. the reports must be written

independently).

b. A photograph or videotape

c. A tape recorded song
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2. A First State Record accepted as hypothetical must be accepted by a 3/4 vote.
3. Acceptance or non-acceptance of all other records is by a 2/3 majority vote.

D Cﬁw4—3£> ‘\Iq\h‘)

Establishment of Quorum
This being established, the Committee had 10 of its 13 members present.

Next Year’s Meeting will be Saturday November 6, 1999.

Managing Editor’s Report

Steve Faccio reported that format changes have already taken place with the list format in the last
issue. Adding another column for the total number of reports received was suggested. The
Winter Issue will be the first with the new journal format, with articles and features. Brian Pfeiffer
will be doing the writing. Eight pages of the journal are anticipated, with the winter records
slipping in as an insert. Steve said that the long term goal is to make the journal more interesting
to a larger audience, and to get all the reports into a database. He will schedule a meeting with the



Seasonal Editors soon. It was agreed that it would be ideal if VINS could get all the data entered
before it goes to the editors, thus keeping their work to the more manageable task of writing the
Records.

Publication schedule:

Winter 97-98 is ready to publish

Spring 97: has not been written; Whit has it but cannot do it. Steve will ask Wayne Scott

if he could consider doing this season (97 or 98); if not, Judy will do it.

Fall 97: Terry will have it done in a few months.

Spring 98: Judy is doing it
Steve hopes to be up to date in a year.
New editor possibilities for Steve to pursue: Wayne Scott, as above. George Clark has retired to
Hanover; we should see if he would be willing. Betty Jillson would be great at assisting if she
were willing.

Historical Records
We believe that we have dealt with this as well as we can. The records pending have been dead

ends because of lost specimens or vague old reports.

Changes to the State List

Julie has prepared a list for us giving the new taxonomic order of species in our Vermont list
following the changes made in the 7th Edition of the AOU Checklist. And there have been even
more changes made in the AOU Supplement. This represents a tremendous amount of work, as it
changes the order of the Bird Records, and our Seasonal Reporting form and field card must
change.Thanks to Julie for preparing this list for us.

Field Card

The Field Card must be redone. We have a number of status changes, species to be added; the
order is wrong; and VINS has only 75 left. We need to get Ted Murin involved: he has the data
we need for dates! Action plan is that the Field Card Committee will be Whit, Pat, Terry, Julie,
and Sally; we will invite Ted Murin and Betty Jillson to join the committee and help us get the
data together. Sally will contact Ted and Betty, and will set up a meeting in early December or in
January.

Computerization Committee

We need to archive the data, and have a second set kept off site. Ideally, we would have all the
photos scanned in. Could this be a student project or how can we get it done? Steve is working
on getting the data in a database. This really becomes a VINS project, and there does not seem to
be a need for a Computerization Committee as such.



Notes on the Rare Species Documentation Discussion
Tabled were:
Eurasian Wigeon 3/29/98, Sp98-1 (possible hybrid?)
Nesting Merlins in Johnson and Morrisville. Walter thought they might be sharpies. Sally
& Pat saw them, and will do reports and get photos for the 99 meeting. Su98-10

and Su98-9.
Hoary Redpoll records are still being accepted as only hypothetical, so we still do not have a first

state record for the species. It was agreed when evidence sufficient for a first state record is
produced, the Committee will act on it (ie video, two independent observers, etc.)

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m., an hour late.

Minutes submitted by:
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Sarah B. Laughlin
sent via e-mail 11/13/98

A hard copy of the minutes with the list of bird reports acted upon will be sent to the Committee
next fall with the materials for the 1999 meeting.



