VBRC MINUTES 1997
FIRST STATE RECORDS

CASSIN’S VIREO (Vireo cassinii) - one, Red Rocks Park, South Burlington, Chittenden
Cty., 21 May 1997. Scott W. Morrical, Frederick A. Pratt, Theodore G. Murin.

PAINTED BUNTING (Passerina ciris) - one adult male, Shelburne, Chittenden Cty., 6
May 1997. SusanR. Klein. Photographs. A previous report from Danby, Rutland Cty.,
11 & 13 May 1993 by Karl and Winifred Droge had been accepted as hypothetical.

FIRST STATE NESTING RECORD

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) - two adults and four young, campus of Johnson State
College, Johnson, Lamoille Cty., April thru July 1997. John Wrazen, Martha Pitt, Sarah

B. Laughlin et al. Photographs.

NOTABLE STATE RECORDS, SECOND THRU TENTH

NORTHERN GANNET (Morus bassanus) - one first year, Shelburne Bay, Shelburne,
Chittenden Cty., 24 November 1996. T.G. Murin, F.A. Pratt. Ninth state record.

SABINE’S GULL (Xema sabini) - one juvenile, Lake Champlain off Milton, Chittenden
Cty., 12 September 1997. F.A. Pratt, Richard B. Lavallee. Photographs. Sixth state

record.

FORSTER’S TERN (Sterna forsteri) - one adult, Winooski River delta, Colchester,
Chittenden Cty., 1 November 1996. T.G. Murin, F.A. Pratt, Eleanor B. Pratt. Fifth state

record.

FORSTER’S TERN (S. forsteri) - one adult, Shelburne Bay, Shelburne, Chittenden Cty.,
8 April 1997. Susanne S. Wetmore, Edna Jones, m.ob. Sixth state record.

NORTHERN HAWK OWL (Surnia ulula) - one, West St., Cornwall, Addison Cty., 21
November 1996 into March 1997. Alan Pistorius, Ben Pistorius, m.ob. Seventh report to

RVB. Photograph.

NORTHERN HAWK OWL (S. ulula) - one, Green Mt. Club, Waterbury, Washington
Cty., early November 1996 thru February 1997. Ted Allen, m.ob. Eighth report to RVB.

Photograph.

NORTHERN HAWK OWL (S. ulula) - one, Brandon Training School, Brandon, Rutland
Cty., 28 November 1996. S.S. Wetmore. Ninth report to RVB.




NORTHERN HAWK OWL (8. ulula) - one, East St. at Cross St., Bridport, Addison Cty.,
5 December 1996 thru February 1997. Judith A. Peterson, m.ob. Tenth report to RVB.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus rufus) - one male, West Arlington, Bennington
Cty., 10 July 1997. Cornelia S. Chapin, Charles T. Chapin. Fifth state record.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD (8. rufus) - one male, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 1 August
1997 and 21-30 August 1997. David J. Hoag, Joyce Scholtz et al. Sixth state record.

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE (Lanius ludovicianus) - one adult, Hawkins Rd., Ferrisburgh,
Addison Cty., 3-6 April 1997. Steven G. Parren, T.G. Murin, S.W. Morrical et al. First
record since 1987.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendroica dominica) - one male, Danby Pond,
Danby, Rutland Cty., 25 May 1997. Nancy A. Brown. Ninth state record.

WORM-EATING WARBLER (Helmitheros vermivorus) - one adult, north of
Brattleboro, Windham Cty., 8 May 1997. Peter Hunt. Sixth report to RVB.

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida) - one, Smith Haven, South
Londonderry, Windham Cty., 6 April 1997. William J. Norse. Seventh state record.

HENSLOW’S SPARROW (Ammodramus henslowii) - one, Smith Haven, South
Londonderry, Windham Cty., 18 August 1997. W.J. Norse. Second record since 1977.

BLUE GROSBEAK (Guiraca caerulea) - one male, West Arlington, Bennington Cty., 29
June 1997. C.S. Chapin, C.T. Chapin. Eighth state record.

ACCEPTED AS HYPOTHETICAL

THAYER’S GULL (Larus thayeri) - one immature, Burlington Harbor, Burlington,
Chittenden Cty., 3 & S December 1996. D.J. Hoag. Third hypothetical state record.

SCISSOR-TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannus forficatus) - one adult, Bethel, Windsor

Cty., 26 May 1997. Cecil B. Hoisington, Barbara L. Hoisington. First hypothetical state
record.

OTHER REPORTS OF RARE SPECIES

ROSS’ GOOSE (Chen rossii) - one adult, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 1 April 1997. D.J.
Hoag.



ROSS’” GOOSE (C. rossii) - one adult white morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison,
Addison Cty., 6 October 1997. T.G. Murin.

ROSS” GOOSE (C. rossii) - one adult white morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison,
Addison Cty., 8 & 14 October 1997. D.J. Hoag.

ROSS” GOOSE (C. rossii) - one adult white morph, Dead Creek WMA, Gage Rd.
Addison, Addison Cty., 9 October 1997. Julia Nicholson, Elizabeth F.Gilbert.

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope) - one male, Swanton, Franklin Cty., 30 March
1997. T.G. Murin.

HARLEQUIN DUCK (Histrionicus histrionicus) - one male in alternate plumage and one
female, Charlotte Town Beach, Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., 15 December 1996. T.G.
Murin.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Agquila chrysaetos) - one immature, Mt. Philo, Charlotte, Chittenden
Cty., 22 April 1997. T.G. Murin.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - one immature, Appalachian Trail, Bridgewater,
Windsor Cty., 27 September 1997. Jim Tietz, Tim Redman.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - one subadult, Rupert Mt., Rupert, Bennington Cty.,
19 October 1997. E.F. Gilbert.

GYRFALCON (Falco rusticolus) - one dark morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison,
Addison Cty., 16 November 1996. S.W. Morrical, Jim Osborne et al.

GYRFALCON (F_rusticolus) - one gray morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison, Addison
Cty., 29 November 1996. Steve Faccio, Paul Fusco. Photographs.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one gray morph, Button Bay State Park, Ferrisburgh,
Addison Cty., 11 December 1996. S.S. Wetmore, J.A. Peterson.

GYRFALCON (F_rusticolus) - one immature gray morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison,
Addison Cty., 28 December 1996. S.W. Morrical, Beatrice Guyett et al.

GYRFALCON (F__rusticolus) - one adult gray morph, Dead Creek WMA, Addison,
Addison Cty., 28 December 1996. S.W. Morrical, B.Guyett et al.

BLACK-LEGGED KITTIWAKE (Rissa tridactyla) - one, near Savage Island, Grand Isle,
Grand Isle Cty., 15 September 1996. R.B. Lavallee, Elizabeth Alton, Raymond Barnes.

LONG-EARED OWL (Asio otus) - one found dead at Rt. 17 north of Snake Mt.
Addison, Addison Cty., 17 April 1997. S.G. Parren. Photograph.



WHITE-EYED VIREOQ (Vireo griseus) - one, South Londonderry, Windham Cty., 10
September 1997. W.J. Norse.

SEDGE WREN (Cistothorus platensis) - one, Sudbury, Rutland Cty., 26 May 1997. S.S.
Wetmore, Mary Lou Webster, Betty Barbarise.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) - one, Red Rocks Park, South
Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 17 May 1997. S.W. Morrical.

DICKCISSEL (Spiza americana) - one adult female, Addison, Addison Cty., 27
September 1997. F.A. Pratt.

RARE NESTING SPECIES

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) - one adult with three young, West
Rutland Marsh, West Rutland, Rutland Cty., 9 June 1997. S.S. Wetmore, David Jenne,
Bryan Pfeiffer, Roy Pilcher.

SPRUCE GROUSE (Dendragapus canadensis) - one adult female and one chick, Yellow
Bogs, Lewis, Essex Cty., 17 July 1997. Alexander Weinhagen.

OUT-OF-SEASON REPORTS

NORTHERN FLICKER (Colaptes auratus) - one, Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., 13
February 1997. D.J. Hoag.

BLUE-HEADED VIREO (Vireo solitarius) - one, North Westminster, Windham Cty.,
21 December 1996. Dan Crook, Jean Sangdahl.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER (Dendroica coronata) - one, East St. Bridport, Addison
Cty., 9 March 1997. F.A. Pratt, EB. Pratt.

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) - one male, Bridgewater Corners,
Windsor Cty., 27 December 1996. Christopher C. Rimmer, Kevin Taft.

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina) - one adult, winter plumage, Brattleboro,
Windham Cty., 21 December 1996. Whitney Nichols.

SAVANNAH SPARROW (Passerculus sandwichensis) - four, Hawkins Rd. Ferrisburgh,
Addison Cty., 11 January 1997. J.A. Peterson, S.S. Wetmore.




SAVANNAH SPARROW (P. sandwichensis) - three, Nortontown Rd., Addison, Addison
Cty., 2 February 1997. J.A. Peterson, S.S. Wetmore et al.

REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE

LEAST BITTERN (Ixobrychus exilis) - two, Arrowhead Mt. Lake, Georgia, Franklin
Cty., seen 5 times during the summer. Meeri Zetterstrom.

CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis) - four, seen flying over Lake Champlain, Grand Isle,
Grand Isle Cty., 1 March 1997. Patricia Taber.

CANADA GOOSE (Branta canadensis) - two, Dead Creek WMA, Addison, Addison
Cty., 3 & 14 October 1997. D.J. Hoag. Accepted as small race but not “minima-type”.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one gray morph, Young Island, Grand Isle, Grand Isle
Cty., 20 February 1997. D.J. Hoag.

POMARINE JAEGER (Stercorarius pomarinus) - one dark juvenile/subadult, Grand Isle,
Grand Isle Cty., 9 November 1996. D.J. Hoag.

LAUGHING GULL (Larus atricilla) - one, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 29-30 July 1997.
D.J. Hoag.

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD (Archilochus alexandri) - one, West Arlington,
Bennington Cty., 29 June 1997. C.S. Chapin, C.T. Chapin.

BLACK-THROATED GRAY WARBLER (Dendroica nigrescens) - one, Mt. Mansfield,
Underhill, Chittenden Cty., 20 June 1997. D.J. Hoag.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens) - one male, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty.,
12 June 1997. D.J. Hoag.

BREWER’S BLACKBIRD (Euphagus cyanocephalus) - two females, Grand Isle, Grand
Isle Cty., 2 May 1996. D.J. Hoag. Tabled at 1996 committee meeting. Experts
identified as probably rusties.




