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Agenda and 2nd batch of RSDs sent

VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE AGENDA

Saturday 5 November 1994
VINS, Woodstock, VT

Call to Order by Co Chairs Sally Laughlin and Whit Nichols

Introduction of new Editors
Motion of Appreciation to retiring Editors

Minutes of the 1993 Meeting

Review of procedures
Next Fall’s Meeting date set

Editor’s Report - Judy Peterson
status of records : scheduled publication, editors, etc.
Correspondence directed to the Committee - Sally
Field Card Committee - Whit
Computerization Committee - Whit

Historical Records status
CONSIDERATION OF RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Split into subgroups to consider reports 10:50 - 12:30
Lunch Break
Committee votes on RSDs
Subgroup recommendations on RSDs
Rare Nesting Reports recommendations
Out of Season reports recommendations
Historical Records

Other Business

Adjourn




VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE MINUTES
Saturday 5 November 1994
VINS, Woodstock, VT

PRESENT: Committee Members: Sally Laughlin, Whit Nichols, Terry Hall, Chris
Rimmer, Julie Nicholson, Nancy Martin, Scott Morrical, Sue Wetmore, Pat Pratt, Judy
Peterson, Walter Ellison, Michele Patenaude. ABSENT: Wayne Petersen

CALL TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order by Cochairs Sally Laughlin and Whit Nichoels at 10:15

a.m. The new editors present were welcomed.

MOTION OF APPRECIATION:

A Motion of Appreciation was made to retiring editors Roy Pilcher, Lynn Erb, Bill
Norse, and Jeremy Coleman. Thanks was also voted to retiring member Charles Duncan.
The Editor will write a note of thanks on the Committees behalf.

MINUTES OF THE 1993 MEETING:
The minutes of the 6 November 1993 Meeting of the Vermont Bird Records Committee

were approved as distributed.

REVIEW OF PROCEDURES
The Vermont Bird Records committee operates under Robert’s Rules of Order. In
addition, the Committee has adopted these procedures:
1. A first state record must be accepted by unanimous vote
2. A first state record accepted as hypothetical must be accepted by a 3/4
majority vote
3. Acceptance or non-acceptance of all other records is by 2/3 majority vote
4. First state records must have ome of the following:
a. A report by two independent observers
(ie, the reports must be written independently)
b. A photograph
c. A specimen
d. A tape-recorded song

NEXT YEAR’S MEETING SET
The Committee will meet Saturday 4 November 1995, at 10 a.m.

EDITOR’S REPORT
Judy Peterson reported on the year. Terry Hall is writing Fall 1993; it will be ready in

January. Pat Pratt has completed winter, and Judy is reviewing it. Scott is nearly
finished with compiling data for Spring 1994. Sue got Summer 1994 today.

A vote of thanks was made to Judy for her work as editor. A vote of thanks also went
to Julie Nicholson for her assistance.

SEASONAL CHECKLIST:
Changes in the Seasonal Checklist were discussed. We should encourage observers to

report on relative abundance.

RECENT CORRESPONDENCE
Sally read recent letters: Bob Curry, Chair of the Ontario’s Bird Records Committee, on

the Painted Bunting problem (they made no decision as to origin and accepted their
records as wild vagrants unless specific evidence of captive origin came to light.

Bill Barnard responded to our letter rejecting his Oct 1992 Sandhill Crane report by
commenting " On Oct 4, 1992 a competent observer who possessed considerable



experience with a species that is hard to misidentify saw and photographed a Sandhill
Crane at Lake Hortonia, Rutland Co., Vt. What the self-serving, self-appointed and
unofficial committee does with the information is up to that organization.” We will try
to get the photograph, and to explain our position.

FIELD CARD COMMITTEE

The Field Card was reprinted with a few changes and a few errors. The Field Card
Committee did not have an opportunity to review it beforehand. Ringed billed Gull. Whit
will correct the typos; only 1000 were printed, so the corrections could be made with the
next printing. Then we should sell copies through ABA and American Birds.

Motion: The Field Card should be redone every 10 years, and printed with updates
between times. It should be okayed by the Committee before being printed.

STATE LIST

The list that Walter did several years ago is the only one we have; it should be updated
each time we accept new records. Julie said she would be responsible for updating the
state list, and would send it out with the minutes of this meeting; Scott said he would
put the current list in the computer. We could sell copies for the cost of duplicating.

COMPUTER COMMITTEE

Terry, Scott, and Julie will work on this and report back to the Committee next year.
Eventually all the RSDs need to go on the computer. Scott has a Microsoft word
document which he can use to create a form.

HISTORICAL RECORDS
Some have not been researched or voted on. We need to pull them together for a vote

next year.

REVIEW OF RECORDS

Mostions made in relation t¢ the Review:

Ay pHY Lty VIGLIU MU N

It was moved, seconded, and voted to comsider records that have just been received at
today’s meeting.

It was moved, seconded, and voted to continue to comsider the Hoary Redpoll as
hypothetical in Vermont until we have a photograph or a specimen.

It was moved seconded and voted to table the King Rail tape until an expert on the
species has reviewed the tape for us.

It was moved seconded and voted to no longer collect RSDs on Mute Swan unless the
Editor feels the identification to be in question..

The Committee action on reports is a part of these minutes, and is attached.

EVALUATION FORM
The evaluation form was accepted with the suggested modifications.

ADJOURNMENT
Adjournment was MOVED, SECONDED AND VOTED at 4 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Sally Laughlin

Minutes prepared 11 September 1995

Minutes Mailed



MIGRATORY BIRD CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT PROJECT
EDUCATION TEAM REPORT: Rock Eagle, Georgia - March 1995

The Education Team of the Partners In Flight Migratory Bird Curriculum
Assessment Project met at Rock Eagle, Georgia, 3 to 5 March 1995. The
meeting was funded by a grant from the EPA; the project is funded by
the US Fish and Wildlife Service and International Fish and Wildlife. The

purpose of the Education Team is:

Catalogue and assess all currently available educational material in
the Americas. (Canada, United States, Caribbean, Central and
South America). The end product will be an annotated bibliography
of materials, available in printed copy and through electronic

telecommunications networks.

identify the needs for educational materials and make
recommendations on priorities for the development of new curricula

materials.

In attendance were:

Diane Pence, Steering Committee Chair
U S Fish and Wildlife, MA

Sally Laughlin, Education Team Chair
Birds of Vermont Museum, VT

Margaret A. Barker
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, NY

Susan Bonfield
Colorado Bird Observatory, CO

Helga Burre
Massachusetts Audubon Society, MA

Janis Burton
Manomet Center for Conservation
Education, MA

Lynne Cherry
Center for Children’s Environmental
Literature, DC

Mary Deinlein
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center, DC

Emile DeVito
New Jersey Conservation Foundation

Susan Gilchrist
Wisconsin DNR, WI

Jennifer Jolliffe
Keystone Science Center, CO

Robert Petty
The Nature Conservancy of Montana

Rick Parmer
Californian Dept of Fish and Game, Ca

Bill Williams
Williamsburg - Jamestown Public Schools,
VA



