MINUTES OF VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE MEETING
7 NOVEMBER 1992

Present: Frederick Pratt, Chris Rimmer, Steve Faccio, Nancy Martin, Roy
Pilcher, Jeremy Coleman, Wayne Petersen, Julie Nicholson, Blair Nikula, Judy
Peterson, Simon Perkins, Terry Hall, Whitney Nichols, Frank Oatman.

Absent: Sally Laughlin, Charlie Duncan, Walter Ellison, Lynn Erb, William
Norse.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:15 AM by Whitney
Nichols, Co-Chairman. Jeremy Coleman was appointed secretary to record the
minutes and Judy Peterson wi}l type and process.

The Committee sends special Salutations and Felicitations to Sally Laughlin on
her recent marriage.

The Minutes of the 26 October 1991 meeéing were read by Chairman Nichols and
were approved.

ENCOURAGEMENT OF BETTER REPORTING OF UNUSUAL SIGHTINGS
Whitney circulated an article from Birding on how to make a report of a
rare bird. He suggested that this be sent to those who are filling out an

RSD.
Wayne said that the Massachusetts Committee will not be too tough about

reporting requirements.

Jeremy suggested we not send the technical Birding article to observers,
but perhaps improve our RSD communications. Over-technical requirements can
be discouraging or cause people to get in over their heads.

Judy will draft a cover letter to go with the RSD form and circulate the
draft to Committee members for comment.

HISTORICAL RECORDS

Julie Nicholson reported on Lynn Erb's review of historical records
which she is just beginning. Walter is assisting.

Frank Oatman asked about the status of the Historical Records Committee.
Not much progress.

Nancy remarked that there is an ad hoc but not an official Historical
Records Committee.

It was moved by Frank and seconded by Terry to establish a subcommittee
to update the historical records. So voted.

COMPUTER SUBCOMMITTEE
Jeremy updated the Computer Committee status. Database is designed, has

200-300 records, needs further work on various files. Jeremy will keep
Frank's example of reports from Texas computer lists.

CHECKLIST CHANGES

Judy Peterson passed out a short list of her proposed changes to the
checklist and eventually to the field card. It was decided that we vote on
these species one at a time. It was voted that we add Hudsonian Godwit, Red
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Phalarope, and Mute Swan to the checklist and continue to require RSD's for
these species. It was further voted to add Red-bellied Woodpecker to the
checklist with nesting documentation required but not an RSD. It was further
voted to add an RSD requirement for any Sedge Wren sightings and to continue
to require RSD's for Gyrfalcon, Golden Eagle, and Orange-crowned Warbler.

CURRENT STATUS OF RECORDS OF VERMONT BIRDS

Fall 1991 Editor, Terry Hall Going to press

Winter 1992 Editor, Pat Pratt To be out January 1993
Spring 1992 Editor, Bill Norse Manuscript being written
Summer 1992 Editor, Lynn Erb She has some material,

will start after Dec.

ACTION ON PENDING REPORTS _
Terry moved we accept Rufous Hummingbird as a first state record based

on Wm. Baltosser's confirmation of the species. So voted unanimously.
Whitney moved we accept the Laughing Gull reported by Frank Oatman as a
first state record based on receipt of a second independent report of the
sighting by Jon Wood. So voted unanimously. It was decided that for the
purpose of confirming a first state record, an "independent observer" could
mean an independently written report.
Other pending reports were added to the subgroup lists.

At 11:00 AM the Committee broke into subgroups to consider the RSD, RNR and
Out-of-season reports. The Committee reconvened as a whole to vote on the

reports at 1:00 PM.
THE FOLLOWING RECORDS WERE ACCEPTED BY THE COMMITTEE:

FIRST STATE RECORDS

LAUGHING GULL (Larus atricilla) - one adult in breeding plumage, Barton River
floodplain north of Orleans, Orleans Cty., 22 April 1990. Jon Wood, Frank
Oatman. Accepted as hypothetical in 1990 pending a second independent report,
now on file.

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus rufus) - one male, photographed, Jennings
residence, So. Starksboro, Addison Cty., 1-9 August 1991. Francis and Corrine
Jennings. Accepted in 1991 as to genus. William Baltosser, Univ. of Arkansas
at Little Rock, confirmed species, May 1992.

NOTABLE STATE RECORDS

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) - one immature, possible second year,
north end of Lake Morey, Fairlee, Orange Cty., 13 October 1991. Walter G.
Ellison, Nancy L. Martin. Tenth state record.

ROSS'S GOOSE (Chen rossii) - three adults, Rt. 17, Dead Creek Wildlife
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Management Area, Addison, Addison Cty., 21 November 1991, Judith A. Peterson.
Fourth state record.

COMMON EIDER (Somateria mollissima) - one adult female, at Herrick's Cove,
Rockingham, Windham Cty., 28 April 1992. Ray E. Griffin, Jim Wilson, Donald
B. Clark, Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.  Sixth state record.

EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas_ penelope) - two drakes, Simms Point, Grand Isle, Grand
Isle Cty., 18 April 1992. David J. Hoag. Photographs. Eighth state record.
EURASIAN WIGEON (A. penelope) - one drake, Lewis Creek, North Ferrisburgh,
Addison Cty., 7 May 1992. JoAnn D. Appleton. Ninth state record.

HARLEQUIN DUCK (Histrionicus histrionicus) - one first year male, on Winooski
River at Pioneer St. Bridge, Montpelier, Washington Cty., 10 December 1991.
Ted Gaine. Eighth state record.

COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL (Larus ridibundus) - one immature in first basic
plumage, at Blodgett's Beach, Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 19 January 1992.
George E. (Terry) Hall. Same bird observed 2 February 1992, Walter G. Ellison
and Nancy L. Martin, Burlington waterfront. Second state record.

COMMON BLACK-HEADED GULL (L. ridibundus) - one adult, basic plumage, at St.
Albans Bay State Park, Franklin Cty., 11 October 1992. Scott and Mila
Morrical. Third state record.

BOREAL OWL (RAegolius funereus) - one, at residence of Andy and Esther
Skilling, Enosburg Falls, Franklin Cty., 5 March 1992. Photographed. Bill
Donlon et al. Sixth state record.

ACADIAN FLYCATCHER (Empidonax virescens) - one adult male, singing at Stone
Bridge Access, Panton, Addison Cty., 2 July 1992. Tom Fiore, Bob Machover,
John Suggs, Scott Morrical. Sixth state record.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe) - one immature, at Tromp's Point, Grand
Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 22 September 1992. David J. Hoag. Fifth state record.
NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Q. oenanthe) - one immature, at Ladd Point, Grand Isle,
Grand Isle Cty., 7 October 1992. Richard B. Lavallee. Sixth state record.
Possibly the same bird as the above but described differently in the two

reports.

KENTUCKY WARBLER (Oporornis formogus) - one adult female, banded by Jeremy
Coleman in W. Brattleboro, Windham Cty., 14 September 1990. Seventh state

record.

ACCEPTED AS HYPOTHETICAL

FISH CROW (Corvus_osgifragus) - one, downtown Brattleboro, Windham Cty., 8
April 1992. Identified by vocalization. Thomas Maloney, John Dunn. Would be
first state record. (First state records require independent documentation by

two observers.)




RARE NESTING SPECIES

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) - two adults tending a crude nest, Bristol Pond,
Bristol, Addison Cty., 22 July 1992. Judith Peterson, Emma Raymond.
Confirmed nesting. Probably the first attempt by this pair at nesting.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) - two adults and one
immature in location where adults had been seen in May, Market Road near Lake
St., Bridport, Addison Cty., 5 August 1992. Judith Peterson, Walter Borden.

Confirmed nesting.

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW (Ammodramus savannarum) - one singing male, one adult
carrying food, Peet Road, Cornwall, Addison Cty., 22 June 1992. Judith
Peterson, Emma Raymond.

OTHER RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION REPORTS

LITTLE BLUE HERON (Egretta caerulea) - one immature, Herrick's Cove,
Rockingham, Windham Cty., 26 July 1992. William J. Norse.

TUNDRA SWAN (Cygnus columbianus) -~ one immature, Retreat Meadows, Brattleboro,
Windham Cty., 1-8 April 1991. Whitney Nichols.

TUNDRA SWAN (C. columbianus) - two adults and four immatures, Lake Champlain
off Delta Park, Colchester, Chittenden Cty., 3 November 1991. Glen and
Elizabeth Wood. ’

TUNDRA SWAN (C. columbianus) - one, Allen's Marsh, Westminster, 10 and 11
April and at Herrick's Cove, Rockingham, 15 April 1992. Ray E. Griffin,
Donald B. Clark et al. ’

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (Bucephala islandica) - one adult male, Burlington
waterfront, Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 15 December 1991. Nancy L. Martin.

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis) - one drake, Simms Point, Grand Isle, Grand
Isle Cty., 14-18 April 1992. David J. Hoag. Photograph.

RUDDY DUCK (O. jamaicensgis) - one female, McCuen Slang, Addison, Addison Cty.,
21 May 1992. Susan Wetmore, Mary Lou Webster, Helen Brokaw, Betty Barbarise.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aguila chrysaetos) - one immature, banding station, South Hero,
Grand Isle Cty., 25 October 1990. Rodney Olsen.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - one sub-adult or adult, banding station, South
Hero, Grand Isle Cty., 26 October 1990. Rodney Olsen.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - one immature, Smith Haven hawk watch site,
South Londonderry, Windham Cty., 23 October 1991. William J. Norse.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A._ chrysaetos) - one adult, Brownell Mt., Williston, Chittenden
Cty., 29 October 1991. Peter C. Riley. ' )

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) ~ one immature, Dead Creek Wildlife Management
Area, Addison, Addison Cty., 25 and 30 November 1991. Willard R. Beecher.

GYRFALCON (Falco rusticolus) - one adult, gray morph, Slang Road, Panton,
Addison Cty., 23 November 1991. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.
GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one, gray morph, Pleasant.Valley Rd., Rockingham,
Windham Cty., 15 December 1991. Douglas P. Kibbe.
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GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one, white morph, junction of Otter Creek and
Lemon Fair River, Weybridge, Addison Cty., 15 December 1991. Wayne Scott,
Barbara Otsuka, Alan Coulter, Barbara Brosnan, John Chamberlain.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one adult, gray morph, Colchester Point,
Colchester, Chittenden Cty., 29 December 1991. Christopher Fichtel, Kate
Barnhart. .

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one adult, black morph, South Burlington landfill,
South Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 1 January 1992. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy
L. Martin.

GYRFALCON (F._ rusticolus) - one, gray morph, Blodgett's Beach, Burlington,
Chittenden Cty., 5 Februafy 1992. Judith A. Peterson, George E. (Terry) Hall.
GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one, gray morph, Page Rd. Whiting, Addison Cty.,
14 February 1992. Judith A. Peterson, Emma Raymond.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - one, gray morph, Weybridge, Addison Cty., 21 March
1652, C. J. Frankiewicz, Jim Pennington.

LARGE FALCON (Falco species) - one, presumably gray morph gyrfalcon, seen in
company of white morph gyrfalcon in Weybridge, Addison Cty., 15 December 1991.
Wayne Scott, Barbara Otsuka, Alan Coulter, Barbara Brosnan.

LARGE FALCON (Falco species) - one, peregrine or dark morph gyrfalcon, Lewis
Creek, North Ferrisburgh, Addison Cty., 16 December 1991. JoAnn D. Appleton.

SPRUCE GROUSE (Dendragapus canadensis) - one adult male, Moose Bog, Ferdinand,
Essex Cty., 14 June 1992. Karl David.

SANDHILL CRANE (Grus_canadensis) - one, upper Meadows near Connecticut River,
Rockingham, Windham Cty., 24 and 25 April 1992. Wayne Amsden, Ray E. Griffin,
Donald B. Clark.

SANDHILL CRANE (G. canadensis) - one, West Road, Panton, Addison Cty., 29 July
1992. Bill Krueger, Charles Mitchell. )
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HUDSONIAN GODWIT (Limosa haemastica) - two, Dead Creek Wildlife Management
Area, Addison, Addison Cty., 18 October 1991. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L.
Martin.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT (L. haemastica) - three, Lake Rd., Charlotte, Chittenden
cty., 23 October 1991. Paul Wieczoreck.

HUDSONIAN GODWIT (L. haemastica) - two, Blanchard Beach, Burlington,
Chittenden Cty., 23 October 1991. Gilbert Bolsterle.

RED KNOT (Calidris canutus) - three adults in bréeding plumage, Nichols'
Point, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 5 June 1992. David J. Hoag, Four adults

present 10 June. Photographs.

RED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fdlicarius) -~ one immature, Lake Bomoseen,
Ccastleton, Rutland Cty., 9 November 1991. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia) - two in alternate plumage, Missisquoi Bay,

'Highgate Springs, Franklin Cty., 3 August 1992. Mark LaBarr.

BARN OWL (Tyto alba) - one, at McBride residence, Barre Town, Washington Cty.,

© 2 July 1992. Daniel and Sue McBride. Feather attached to report.



NORTHERN HAWK OWL (Surnia ulula) - one, E. Charlotte, Chittenden Cty., 12

November 1991, Deborah C. Davis.
NORTHERN HAWK OWL (S. ulula) - one, South Hero, Grand Isle Cty., 8 December

1991. Richard B. Lavallee.

GREAT GRAY OWL (Strix nebulosa) - one, Eagle Point, North Derby, Orleans Cty.,
23 February 1992. Brian Tweed. Photographed.

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes carolinus) - one adult, Bishop Road,
Shelburne, Chittenden Cty., early November 1991. Margaret Libby.
RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (M. carolinus) - one adult female, Elm St. Extension,
Pittsford, Rutland gty., 3 March 1992. Susan Wetmore et al.

VARIED THRUSH (Ixoreus naevius) - one male, Pinewood Ave., Springfield,
Windsor Cty., 29 December 1991 and 5 January 1992. Joan Kraft.

WHITE-EYED VIREO (Vireo griseus) - one adult, banded at Bragdon Nature
Preserve, Woodstock, Windsor Cty., 22 May 1992. Christopher Rimmer, Nancy L.
Martin et al. Photograph.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (Oporornis agilis) - one, probably adult female or
immature male, Delta Park, Colchester, Chittenden Cty., 5 September 1992.

Scott Morrical.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens) - one hatch-year, banded at Bragdon
Nature Preserve, Woodstock, Windsor Cty., 10 September 1991. Ted Gaine et al.
Photograph. - '

OUT OF SEASON REPORTS

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) - one, Lake Champlain, North Hero,
Grand Isle Cty., 15 December 1991. .

PIED-BILLED GREBE (P. podiceps) - one, Connecticut River, above Vernon Dam,
Vernon, Windham Cty., 5 January 1992. Thomas Maloney, John Dunn.

GREATER SCAUP (Aythya marila) - one drake in eclipse plumage, West Shore,
Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 18-19 July 1992. David J. Hoag. Photographs.

BUFFLEHEAD (Bucephala albeola) — one drake in eclipse plumage, West Shore,
Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 18 July 1992. David J. Hoag.

DUNLIN (Calidris alpina) -~ two in transition plumage, Howell's Pond,
Arlington, Bennington Cty., 18 May 1991. Ruth Stewart, Barbara Powers.

EASTERN PHOEBE (Sayornis phoebe) - one, So. Pomfret Rd., Woodstock, Windsor
Cty., 1 December 1991. Carol Powell.

EASTERN PHOEBE (S. phoebe) - one, Mountain Rd. at Rt. 125 Cornwall, Addison
Cty., 15 December 1991. -Amy L. Buckley, Suzannah Liepmann. .

PALM WARBLER (Dendroica palmarum) - Cabot Greenhouse, Cabot, Washington Cty.,
16-23 December 1991. Gerson Katz, Ken Elmer, Mark Rahill.




ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus) - one adult male in basic
plumage, Lyndon, Caledonia Cty., 14 and 19 November 1991. Donald H. Miller.

RUFOUS~SIDED TOWHEE (Pipilo erythrophthalmus) - one male, Dundas residence,
Bennington, Bennington Cty., 26 November and 23 December 1991. Bonita and
Richard Dundas.

RUFQUS-SIDED TOWHEE (P. erythrophthalmus) - one male, Barnumville, Manchester,
Bennington Cty., 19 December 1991. Nancy L. Martin, Julia M. Nicholson,
Elizabeth F. Gilbert.

RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE (P. erythrophthalmus) - one male, Hathorn residence,
Woodstock, Windsor Cty., 27 December 1991. Gary Stansfield, Laura Hathorn.
Bird remained at feeder until March 1992.

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina) - one immature, Smith Haven, South
Londenderry, Windham Cty., November 1991 thru 13 January 1992. William J.
Norse.

CHIPPING SPARROW (S. passerina) - one, Vershire Village, Orange Cty., 6
December 1991. David Merker.

FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla) - one immature, Cottage Grove Rd.,
Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 15 December 1991. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L.

Martin, Joyce Miller.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD (Euphagus carolinus) - six, Ranney Farm, Dummerston, Windham
Cty., 16 December 1989. Henry Lappen, Douglas U. Wilson, Paul Grout.

NORTHERN ORIOLE (Icterus galbula) - one male, possibly first year, Case
Parkway, Burlington, Chittenden Cty., 15 December 1991. Frank Boyle, Daniel

*~H. Crook.

UNUSUAL LOCATION

GRAY JAY (Perisoreus canadengis) - one adult, near intersection of Rts. 107
and 14, N. Royalton, Windsor Cty., 19, 20, 21 and 26 December 1991. Jeffrey

Slack.

EXOTICS, HYBRIDS AND OTHER SIGHTINGS

" RED-TAILED HAWK (Buteo jamaicensis) - one adult dark morph, Jct. Rts. 73 and
' 73-A, Orwell, Addison Cty., 14 October 1991. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy
L.Martin. ’

RED BISHOP (Euplectes orix) - one Delta Park, Colchester, Chittenden Cty., 20
November 1991. Frank Boyle. Photograph. '

Pleéase note the following correction to the Vermont Bird Records Committee
Report 1991: Under Notable State Records the GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE was
observed by C. J. Frankiewicz on 11 October (not December) 1990.




REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) - one, Shoreham, Addison Cty., 15 December 1991.
Bruce Douglas, Mary Beth Deller.

RUDDY DUCK (Oxyura jamaicensis) - one, Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge,
Swanton, Franklin Cty., 24 June 1992. Ronald R. Frey, Jr.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) - one adult, Missisquoi National Wildlife
Refuge, Swanton, Franklin Cty., 29 May 1992. Lisa McCurdy. -

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) - group of four, Simms Point, Grand
Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 12 September 1992. David J. Hoag. Lacks evidence of

breeding.

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) - nest only, Brighton, Essex Cty., 28 July 1992.
Charles H. Willey.

SHARP-TAILED SPARROW (Ammodramus caudacutus) - one, Addison, Addison Cty., 5
May 1992. Steve Parren.

BLUE GROSBEAK (Guiraca_caerulea) - one male, Culver Hill, Middlesex,
Washington Cty., 24 May 1992. Thelma Ashley.

PINE WARBLER (Dendroica pinus) - one, Varney Residence, Underhill, cChittenden
Cty., 3 December 1991. Kenneth Varney. ’

ADJOURNMENT ¢
The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Whitney Nichols
Co-chairman
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VERMONT INSTITUTE OF NATURAL SCIENCE

25 February 1992

To: Vermont Bird Records Committee Computer Committee
Charles Duncan Bill Barnes
Jeremy Coleman Hugh Putnam
Chris Fichtel

From: Whitney Nichols, Chairman Julie Nicholson,
RFD #4, Box 210 Editor, RVB
West Brattleboro, VI 05301 RR 2, Box 501

802-257-9265 Woodstock, VT 05091
802-457-1594

Regarding: Meeting Saturday 28 March 1992
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
At Vermont Institute of Natural Science
(VINS will provide lunch)
Agenda:
1. List of Vermont rarities

Project - To prepare a list on computer of all Vermont
rarities (species with less than 20 records in
Vermont). The list should consist of all RSD's
accepted by the committee and all historical records
accepted by the committee. A format for material to be
included in this computerized listing needs to be

developed. It should be exactly like that published in

our Vermont Bird Records Committee annual report. If

people want further data, they can go to the original
file.

Problem - Some historical records have not yet been
researched and considered by the committee: (someplace
between 15 and 25% of total historical records). These

could be added later as they are researched and
considered by the committee.

Goal - To produce a computerized listing of these
species which could be added to each year after the
Bird Records Committee meeting. The listing could be
run off, copied, given to the editors of Records of
Vermont Birds and sold to the general birding public.




Christmas Count - Hugh Putnam

Hugh has developed a computerized list of Christmas

counts in Vermont, up to date through 1986. Format is
established.

However, years since 1986 need to be
entered.

Goal - For there to be a way for this to be updated
yearly, and to have a master copy at VINS.

Out of Season List - Julie

Th%s is information needed for Records of Vermont Birds
editor and seasonal editors and Field Card Committee

Goal - To have a listing on the computer of all Out of
Season extreme dates by species.

Nesting Data Computerization

a. Asterisked species reports and nesting bird
reports from Records of Vermont Birds reports to
include:

All nests with eggs - dates
Nests with young - dates
Adult incubating - dates

Recently fledged young - dates
Nest card data

Dates from the above entered into computer program
by species.

Goal - to have this information bank ready for
publishing of our next breeding bird atlas book or
a bird book on Vermont. Have information
available to the summer editors.

Nesting Records of Endangered, Threatened, and
Species of Special Concern birds

Goal - to have this information readily accessible
to the Heritage Program, to VINS researchers, to
seasonal bird records editors, and the Advisory

Committee on Birds of the Vermont Endangered
Species Committee.
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Minutes of the Vermont Bird Records Committee,
' Computer Subcommittee
28 March 1992

Bill Barnes, Jeremy Coleman, Chris Fichtel, Whitney Nichols, Julie
Nicholson, Judy Peterson, Hugh Putnam

Present:

Absent: Charlie Duncan

Also Present: Mike Cram, a non-birding friend of Hugh's, with computer
programming expertise.
Walter Ellison and Nancy Martin present due to interest and the fact
that their field trip to the Champlain Lowlands was cancelled because of

inclement weather.

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m. by Whitney
Nichols, Chairman.

Procedural Discussion: The purpose of the Computer Subcommittee is to
determine the best ways to proceed for the computerization of certain
Records of Vermont Birds as outlined in the agenda sent to committee
members 25 February 1992. Each member spoke about what they felt they
could contribute to the subcommittee, as well as some of their issues,
interests, and concerns.

Jeremy began the discussion by describing the thorough and excellent
system he has designed using IBM Q and A database. Copies are enclosed of the
types of information that may be accessed. The program is "nice and pleasant"
and is easy to use. After considerable discussion it was decided that Q and A
and the system Jeremy has designed would be suitable for records of Vermont
Rarities. It was also decided that with modifications, it would be
appropriate for Out-of-Season reports as well as Nesting Records. Q and A is
also compatible with Charlie's system and his database for American Birds
Seasonal Summaries.

Chris described the kinds of information that he has access to on
nesting records of Endangered, Threatened and Species of Special Concern. He
is willing to share this information, although he probably has more
information than the Subcommittee needs. Whatever information we use could be
entered into the Q and A system, and conversely VINS information would be
readily accessible to Chris and to the Advisory Committee on Birds of the
Vermont Endangered Species Committee.

Next Hugh talked about his efforts in terms of computerization of
Vermont Christmas Bird Counts. His work is monumental; he has put hundreds of
hours into this project. The system he has been using is cumbersome and time-
consuming. He mentioned that he needed back issues of American Birds from
1965 to 1982. Julie helped him find these and copy them.

Bill writes computer programs and does custom data processing at UVM
He provided excellent input and is willing to share his expertise on a .
volunteer basis. Bill is willing to assemble a questionnaire/resource list
for people who want or need assistance with programming, entering data
deciding what kinds of data to include, format, etc.. He made a le al’ oint
about VINS sharing personal programs and recommended that VINS acqugre Eheir
own registered copy of Q and A.

Bill is interested in perusing BIRD CHAT, a computerized "bulletin
poard" that Charlie mentioned in his memorandum.

The subcommittee thanks VINS for lunch.



The committee reconvened at 12:35 p.m..

For Records of Vermont Birds,
it was agreed that our basic need is report output, and not statistical
analysis. It was decided that it wasn't worth the time to write an entire

pProgram because that would take longer than it would to manually enter data
four times a year.

The subcommittee also decided that it wasn't out of the question to
eventually computerize all Records of Vermont Birds from 1982 to present.

A
distinction was made between RVB printed reports and all records submitted to
VINS.

We should begin with rarities where there are fewer than twenty records.
Walter suggested that we go on a case by case basis, as there may be species,

for example, Yellow-breasted Chat, where we may want to more fully document
the occurrence of a species.

Judy is willing to undertake some of the data entry with the help of

Jeremy and Julie. They will use the same format for Out-of-Season Reports.
Historical records can also be entered.

It was recommended that two people enter the data because it's easier
and less time consuming.

Chris, Jeremy, and Nancy said they would be willing to work on
computerization of Nesting Records of Threatened,

Endangered and Species of
Special Concern,

as well as asterisked Species Nesting Reports, and any
pertinent nesting information that would be useful for Atlas.

A separate committee of Hugh, Mike and Walter was established.

Mike
will help consolidate and organize Christmas Bird Count Data. Hugh's goal is
to produce the results in a published format for VINS. This would be the
first of its kind and a first state effort.

VINS will provide a central de

pository for all data accumulated.
can have access to the Master Copy £

Others
or their us
systems.

e and information on their own

Bill will follow up on his Resource List.

It will be unnecessary to reconvene formally at this time. Everyone
will follow up after they receive the Minutes. The Minutes will be presented
to the Vermont Bird Records Committee members at their next meeting.
Thanks to all for their time and

input, including Charlie for his
memorandum.

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m.

after which Jeremy demonstrated and
described the use of his program.

Respectfully submitted,

Whitney Nichols, Chairman
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