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MEMBERS OF THE VERMONT BIRDS RECORDS COMMITTEE - October 1992 

The Vermont Birds Records Committee consists of: 

Seasonal Editors: 
Jeremy Coleman (Fall/Summer) 
RD 2, Box 369-C 
West Brattleboro, VT 05301 

Terry Hall (George) (Fall) 
P.O. Box 621 
Shelburne, VT 05482 

Lynn Erb (Summer) 
Old Pump Road 
Jericho, VT 05465 

William J. Norse (Spring) 
Apt. R-3 
Smith Haven 
South Londonderry, VT 05155 

Roy Pilcher (Summer) 
14 Gibbs Street 
Proctor, VT 05765 

Frederick A. Pratt (Winter) 
RR #1, Box 1370 
Moretown, VT 05660 

Honorary Editors: 
Walter Ellison 
3 Winding Brook Drive #lF 
Guilderland, NY 12084 

Whitney Nichols 
RFD #4, Box 210 
West Brattleboro, VT 05301 

Frank Oatman 
Stone's Throw 
East Craftsbury, VT 05826 

RVB Editorial Staff: 
Judy Peterson, Editor 
RD 1, Box 334A 
Middlebury, VT 05753 

~ ally Laughlin, Editor Emeritus 
P.O. Box ~ l~J 
Weodstock , VT .Q-5-0-tt 
Carnbrttfrv &St/- 'It/-
Steve Faccio 
VINS 

802-257-1844 

802-985-4136 

802-899-3231 

802-824-3017 

802-459-2851 

802-496-3802 

518-456-6224 

802-257-9265 

802-586-2805 

802-388-0126 
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)B.TC :tl.T, RF.r 

Julie Nicholson 
RR 2, Box 501 
Woodstock, VT 05091 

802-457-1594 

Regional Editors fo.r . American Birds (only two votes are allowed): 

Also: 

Dr. Charles Duncan 
University of Maine at Machias 
Institute for Field ornithology 
9 O'Brien Avenue 
Machias, ME 04654 
(0) 207-255-3313 ext. 288 
(H) 207-255-4635 
(FAX)207-255=4628 

Blair Nikula 
2 Gilbert Lane 
Harwich Port, MA 02646-1004 

Simon Perkins 
Massachusetts Audubon Society 
Lincoln, MA 01773 

Wayne Petersen 
Massachusetts Audubon Society 
Druml1in Farm 
Lincoln, MA 01773 

Zif! 
617-t%-9500 X7412 
(Home) 617-293-5262 

Chris Rimmer, VINS Research Director 
VINS 
P.O. Box 86 
Woodstock, VT 05091 

Nancy Martin 
(Same as Walter Ellison) 

802-457-2779 



802-457-2779 
woodstock 

vermont 
05091 

VERMONT INSTITU TE O F NATURAL S C IEN CE 
25 February 1992 

To: Vermont Bird Records Committee Computer Committee 
Charles Duncan Bill Barnes 
Jeremy Coleman Hugh Putnam 
Chris Fichtel 

From: Whitney Nichols, Chairman 
RFD #4, Box 210 

Julie Nicholson, 
Editor, RVB 

West Brattleboro, VT 05301 
802-257-9265 

RR 2, Box 501 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
802-457-1594 

Regarding: 

Agenda: 
1. 

Meeting Saturday 28 March 1992 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
At Vermont Institute of Natural Science 
(VINS will provide lunch) 

List of Vermont rarities 
Project - To prepare a list on computer of all Vermont 
rarities (species with less than 20 records in 
Vermont). The list should consist of all RSD's 
accepted by the committee and all historical records 
accepted by the committee. A format for material to be 
included in this computerized listing needs to be 
developed. It should be exactly like that published in 
our Vermont Bird Records Committee annual report. If 
people want further data, they can go to the original 
file. 

Problem - Some historical records have not yet been 
researched and considered by the committee: (someplace 
between 15 and 25% of total historical records). These 
could be added later as they are researched and 
considered by the committee. 

Goal - To produce a computerized listing of these 
species which could be added to each year after the 
Bird Records Committee meeting. The listing could be 
run off, copied, given to the editors of Records of 
Vermont Birds and sold to the general birding public. 



2. 

3. 

4. 

Christmas Count - Hugh Putnam 
Hugh has developed a computerized list of Christmas 
counts in Vermont, up to date through 1986. Format is 
established. However, years since 1986 need to be 
entered. 
Goal - For there to be a way for this to be updated 
yearly, and to have a master copy at VINS. 

Out of Season List - Julie 
This is information needed for Records of Vermont Birds 
editor and seasonal editors and Field Card Committee 
Goal - To have a listing on the computer of all Out of 
Season extreme dates by species. 

Nesting Data Computerization 
a. Asterisked species reports and nesting bird 

reports from Records of Vermont Birds reports to 
include: 
All nests with eggs - dates 
Nests with young - dates 
Adult incubating - dates 
Recently fledged young - dates 
Nest card data 
Dates from the above entered into computer program 
by species. 
Goal - to have this information bank ready for 
publishing of our next breeding bird atlas book or 
a bird book on Vermont. Have information 
available to the summer editors. 

b. Nesting Records of Endangered, Threatened, and 
Species of Special Concern birds 
Goal - to have this information readily accessible 
to the Heritage Program, to VINS researchers, to 
seasonal bird records editors, and the Advisory 
committee on Birds of the Vermont Endangered 
Species Committee. 



Present: 

Absent: 

• 
Minutes of the Vermont Bird Records Committee, 

Computer Subcommittee 
28 March 1992 

Bill Barnes, Jeremy Coleman, Chris Fichtel, Whitney Nichols, Julie 
Nicholson, Judy Peterson, Hugh Putnam 

Charlie Duncan 

Also Present: Mike Cram, a non-birding friend of Hugh's, with computer 
programming expertise. 
Walter Ellison and Nancy Martin present due to interest and the fact 
that their field trip to the Champlain Lowlands was cancelled because of 
inclement weather. 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a . m. by Whitney 
Nichols, Chairman. 

Procedural Discussion: The purpose of the Computer Subcommittee is to 
determine the best ways to proceed for the computerization of certain 
Records of Vermont Birds as outlined in the agenda sent to committee 
members 25 February 1992. Each member spoke about what they felt they 
could contribute to the subcommittee, as well as some of their issues, 
interests, and concerns . 

Jeremy began the discussion by describing the thorough and excellent 
system he has designed using IBM Q and A database. Copies are enclosed of the 
types of information that may be accessed. The program is "nice and pleasant" 
and is easy to use . After considerable discussion it was decided that Q and A 
and the system Jeremy has designed would be suitable for records of Vermont 
Rarities. It was also decided that with modifications, it would be 
appropriate for Out-of-Season reports as well as Nesting Records. Q and A is 
also compatible with Charlie's system and his database for American Birds 
Seasonal Summaries. 

Chris described the kinds of information that he has access to on 
nesting records of Endangered, Threatened and Species of Special Concern. He 
is willing to share this information, although he probably has more 
information than the Subcommittee needs. Whatever information we use could be 
entered into the Q and A system, and conversely VINS information would be 
readily accessible to Chris and to the Advisory Committee on Birds of the 
Vermont Endangered Species Committee. 

Next Hugh talked about his efforts in terms of computerization of 
Vermont Christmas Bird Counts . His work is monumental; he has put hundreds of 
hours into this project. The system he has been using is cumbersome and time-
consuming. He mentioned that he needed back issues of American Birds from 
1965 to 1982. Julie helped him find these and copy them. 

Bill writes computer programs and does custom data processing at UVM. 
He provided excellent input and is willing to share his expertise on a 
volunteer basis. Bill is willing to assemble a questionnaire/resource list 
for people who ~ant or need ass~stance with programming, entering data, 
deciding what kinds of data to include, format, etc .. He made a legal point 
about VINS sharing personal programs and recommended that VINS acquire their 
own registered copy of Q and A. 

Bill is interested in perusing BIRD CHAT, a computerized "bulletin 
board" that Charlie mentioned in his memorandum. 

The subcommittee thanks VINS for lunch. 



The committee reconvened at 12:35 p.m •• For Records of Vermont Birds, 
it was agreed that our basic need is report output, and not statistical 
analysis. It was decided that it wasn't worth the time to write an entire 
program because that would take longer than it would to manually enter data 
four times a year. 

The subcommittee also decided that it wasn't out of the question to 
eventually computerize all Records of Vermont Birds from 1982 to present. A 
distinction was made between RVB printed reports and all records submitted to 
VINS. 

We should begin with rarities where there are fewer than twenty records. 
Walter suggested that we go on a case by case basis, as there may be species, 
for example, Yellow-breasted Chat, where we may want to more fully document 
the occurrence of a species. 

Judy is willing to undertake some of the data entry with the help of 
Jeremy and Julie. They will use the same format for Out-of-Season Reports. 
Historical records can also be entered. 

It was recommended that two people enter the data because it's easier 
and less time consuming. 

Chris, Jeremy, and Nancy said they would be willing to work on 
computerization of Nesting Records of Threatened, Endangered and Species of 
Special Concern, as well as asterisked Species Nesting Reports, and any 
pertinent nesting information that would be useful for Atlas. 

A separate committee of Hugh, Mike and Walter was established. Mike 
will help consolidate and organize Christmas Bird Count Data. Hugh's goal is 
to produce the results in a published format for VINS. This would be the 
first of its kind and a first state effort. 

VINS will provide a central depository for all data accumulated. Others 
can have access to the Master Copy for their use and information on their own 
systems. 

Bill will follow up on his Resource List. 

It will be unnecessary to reconvene formally at this time. Everyone 
will follow up after they receive the Minutes. The Minutes will be presented 
to the Vermont Bird Records Committee members at their next meeting. 

Thanks to all for their time and input, including Charlie for his memorandum. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. after which Jeremy demonstrated and 
described the use of his program. 

Enclosures to Subcommittee Members: 
Membership List 
sample Formats 

Respectfully submitted, 

Whitney Nichols, Chairman 

cc: Minutes to other RVB Committee Members 



computer Subcommittee of the 
Vermont Bird Records Committee 

William D. Barnes 
20 Birchwood Drive 
Colchester, VT 05446 
Ph: 656-2284 work 

878-5370 home 

Jeremy J. Coleman 
RD 2, Box 396-C 
West Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Ph: 257-1844 home 

257-1950 work 

Charles Duncan 
Institute for Field ornithology 
University of Maine at Machias 
Machias, ME 04654 
Ph: 207-255-3313 

Chris Fichte! 
Vermont Natural Heritage Program 
Agency of Natural Resources 
103 s. Main Street 
Waterbury, VT 05676 
Ph: 434-3947 home 

244-7340 work 

Whitney D. Nichols 
RFD 4, Box 210 
West Brattleboro, VT 05301 
Ph: 257-9265 

Julie Nicholson 
RR 2, Box 501 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
Ph: 457-1594 

Hughs. Putnam 
29 Meadow Drive 
Springfield, VT 05156 
Ph: 886-8430 

Chris Rimmer 
VINS 
P.O. Box 86 
Woodstock, VT 05091 
Ph: 457-2779 

Judy Peterson 
RD 1, Box 334A 
Middlebury, VT 05753 
388-0126 
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