
















MINUTES OF THE FIELD CARD Ca1MITTEE MEETING 

11 March 1989 

PRESENT: Whitney Nichols, Jereny Colenan, Nancy Martin, Walter Ellison, Pat 
Pratt, Julie Nicholson, Sally Laughlin 

ABSENT: Chris Rircmer (at North American Loon Fund Meeting) 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Olairman Whitney Nichols at 
10:20 a.m. 

The purpose of the meeting was to revamp the field card, last printed 5/84 
for reprinting this spring. The best part of the meeting was the joy of 
putting Osprey and Peregrine Falcon as bold face breeding species on our field 
card. In 1984 neither was and now they both are. The Conmittee progressed 
species by species, deciding dates and status of each species as they ran down 
the list. 

After a lengthy and somewhat disruptive meeting, the following proc!=(iures 
were agreed upon: 

1. The next time the field card is updated we will: 

- compile data on a standard form (attached) 

- use 10 years of data, going backwards from the most 
recently published issue of Records of Vermont Birds. 

- use median dates, detennined by listing the arrival date 
and departure date for each year and taking the median of the dates 
for the 10 years 

use cornnon sense in eliminating extreme dates in 
detennining these median dates 

- request members of the Field card Coomittee to prepare their forms 
in advance, including their reconmendation for dates to list for 
the species 

- require Field card Conmittee manbers to pass those fonns in on that 
day so that the forms can become part of the permanent record at 
VINS to be used the next time we revise the field card 

- include migration dates for species such as canada Goose 

2. The field card listing should be in confonnity with the State 
Endang7red, Threatened, and Species of Special Concern lists (i.e. 
mark with dagger for rare breeder). 

3. Weeks. We will list the weeks as follows: 



A. 1 to 7 
B. 8 to 15 
C. 16 to 21 
D. 22 to end of month 

4. Adding species to the card. To add a species to the card it must have 
occurred in 8 seasons in the last 10 years. We will count the 10 
years back from the most recent meeting of the Vermont Bird Records 
Corrmittee, i.e., this round we ran BVR's from fall 1988 to fall 1977 
and Records of Vermont Birds from sumner 1977 to sunmer 1987. 

5. Breeding species. Confirmed breeding once within the past 20 years 
will allow a species to be listed as a breeding species. 

6. Items undecided by the Conmittee were referred to a Procedures 
Subcomnittee of Whitney Nichols and Jereny Colenan to dete.:onine. 
Their decisions are attached. These cover the areas: 

a. Symbol definitions -

Bold face= breeding birds 
PR= present in the state throughout the year, not necessarily 

conmen or a breeder 
T = a rare and/or local breeder 
* = scattered reports throughout the year 

b. '!he issue of what constitutes a permanent resident was discussed 
at some length. Sane manbers of the Corrmittee were of the opinion 
that if a few were left in the state during the winter it should be 
listed as a permanent resident. Other manbers of the Corrmittee felt 
that a percentage would be a wiser way to determine it. 

c. Species left undecided whose status will be dete:rmined by the 
SUbcorrmnittee include: 

1. Bald Eagle 
2. Red-headed Woodpecker 
3. Black-backed Woodpecker 
4. Long-eared owl 
5. Short-eared owl 
6. Barn owl 
7. Gray Jay 
8. Brown-headed Cowbird 
9. Northern Oriole 

Thanks to all the Corcmittee rnanbers was expressed by W'litney Nichols, 
Chairman, and Sally Laughlin, Director of VINS. 

Other business: Jeremy Coleman raised the issue of c~~uterizing the Bird 
Records data and how convenient this would be for_both editin9 the Records of 
Vermont Birds and field card data. He is contacting oth7r editors and getting 
computer programs. Hopefully we will have a recomnendation at the fall 
Vermont Bird Records Comnittee meeting . 

-



vennont Bird Records Conmittee meeting. 

Adjournment was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED at 4:49 p.rn. 

~ectfully submittted, 
'--::)a.\\.) )_o. ..... ) L. \. -

Sarah B. Laughlin 
Acting secretary 

Attachment: 
Standard for:m for use next time field card data is compiled 


