AGENDA VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

12 MARCH 1988
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Call to Order
Minutes of 29 November 1987 Meeting
Procedural

Criteria for accepting records
Ranking system

0l1d Business

Field Card revisions
Reports tabled 29 November:

Tundra Swan
Red-throated Loon
Western Tanager

Miscellaneous:

Pomerine Jaeger - age & sex?
Photos of Bay-brested Warbler (Su87-15)

Historical Records
Break into working groups to review records
Lunch Break
Reconvene to vote on Historical Records
Other Business

Adjourn
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MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

12 March 1988

PRESENT: Whit Nichols, Pat Pratt, Lynn Erb, Roy Pilcher, Chris Rimmer,
Walter Ellison, Nancy Martin, Sally Laughlin, Julie Nicholson

ABSENT: Doug Kibbe, Frank Oatman, Bill Norse

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sally
Laughlin at 10:20 a.m.

MINUTES: Minutes of the 29 November 1987 meeting were read. The
following corrections were noted:

Walter Ellison should be listed as present.
eas ™"
It was the second ,North American record for Stellar's Jay. (the
other one is from Quebec)

With these corrections, acceptance of the Minutes was MOVED, SECONDED
and VOTED.

DISCUSSION

A correction was noted to the 1985 Report of the Committee which was
published with the wrong date. It should read:

Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica) - eighth state record, 15
September 1984 (not 30 September 1984), Dead Creek Wildlife Management
Area, Addison, Vermont, 16 at Brilvea Access and 4 at Stone Dam Access,
Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin, et al.

MEW FIELD CARDS

The field card will need to be revised again. Sally reported that
we have about 900 left now of the 5,000 that were printed in May 1984.
We will need to work on revisions and getting it printed again by next
winter.

A Field Card Committee was appointed: Whit Nichols, Sally Laughlin,
Nancy Martin, Julie Nicholson, and Pat Pratt. The Field Card Committee
will meet Saturday, 5 November at 10 a.m. here at VINS.-’

RECONSIDERATION OF REPORTS TABLED AT THE 29 MOVEMBER 1987 MEETING

RED-THROATED LOON -~ an additional report has been received on the
Red-throated Loon from Sheila and Stephen Fraser; acceptance was MOVED,
SECONMDED and VOTED.

RED-THROATED LOON (CGavia stellata) - Michols Pond, Woodbury, Washington
County, Vermont, 25 July 1987. Present 4 July 1987 through 25 July
1987. Stephen & Sheila Fraser.




MUTE SWAN (Cvanus olor) - Dufresne Pond, Manchester, Bennington County,
Vermont. 23 to 25 March 1987. Ruth Stewart. It wasn't a Tundra after
all. Acceptance was MOVED, SECOMDED and VOTED.

WESTERN TANAGER (male) (Piranga ludoviciana) - accepted as hypothetical.

School Street, Rochester, Windsor County, Vermont. 26 March 1987.
Elizabeth C. Hipple.

HISTORICAL RECORDS

Historical records were considered with the Committee breaking into
three groups. The Committee reconvened at 2 p.m. to vote on historical
records in a process which continued until 5:15 p.m. The historical
record list will be drawn up in draft form on the VINS word processor as
soon as possible, including a list of the historical records not yet
acted upon. This will at least give us a draft toward preparing a state
list.

ADJOURMMENT
Adjourrmment was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED at 5:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman
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AGENDA VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 19 NOVEMBER 1988

at the Vermont Institute of Natural Science, Woodstock, VT

10:00 Call to Order by Chairman Sarah B. Laughlin §;~-"‘\ ) Té;
Minutes of 12 March 1988 Meeting — C¥~v¥i® "~ N C‘:’ %6
LJ Vv 1_75’(‘\—|4

Next Fall's Meeting Set

10:15 ield Card Committee - Whit Nichols, Chairman *
10:30 Procedural Review
10:40 Reports Pending

F87 -~ 13 Pomerine Jaeger
(W. G. Ellison's consultation with Conn. experts)

J. Coleman's Worm-eating Warbler
(Still need tape)

10:50 Bird Verification Reports

Split into subgroups

12:30 Lunch Break #**
1:30 Subgroup Recommendations and Voting on BVR's
2:45 Rare Nesting Reports recommendations
2:50 Out of Season Reports recommendations
3:00 Other Business
Clea- -ug ~e\y e~
3:30 Adjourn

* Whit has postponed the Field Card Committee meeting scheduled for 5 November.
We need more members for the Field Card Committee.

%% VINS will provide lunch!
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MIMNUTES COF THE VERMCONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

19 November 1988

PRESEMNT: Whit Michols, Pat Pratt, Bill Norse, Roy Pilcher, Chris Rimmer,
Jeremy Coleman, Walter Ellison, Nancy Martin, Sally Laughlin, Julie Nicholson

and also new American Birds Editors for our region, Wayne Petersen and Simon

Perkins.

v
ABSENT: Frank Oatman * >47 "Te

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 10:15 a.m. by Chairman
Sally Laughlin.

MINUTES: Minutes of the 12 March 1988 meeting were accepted with one
correction: William J. Norse's Connecticut Warbler's correct date was 15

September 1986.

DISCUSSICN: BAmerican Birds representation was discussed. BAmerican Birds will

try to send one representative and can have up to a maximum of two votes. Any

number of representatives are welcome.

MOTION OF APPRECIATIOM: A Motion of Appreciation to Douglas P. Kibbe was
MCOVFD, SFCOMDFD and VOTED in appreciation for his many years as our Regional
Fditor for American Birds and the dedicated service that he has given to

ornithology in the Niagara/Champlain Region.

MEXT FALL'S MEETING: Next fall's meeting was set for Saturday 18 November
with snow date of Sunday 19 November.

FIELD CARD COMMITTEE: Whit Nichols will chair the Field Card Committee
again, and Committee Members will be: Jeremy Coleman, Pat Pratt, Julie

Nicholson, Chris Rimmer, Walter Ellison, and Nancy Martin.



We agreed that we wanted to add:
Glossy Ibis 4D - 6A
Purple Sandpiper 10D - 11C
Stilt Sandpiper 7D - 10B

We also want to add:
Little Gull
Rarrow's Goldeneye
Whimbrel
Red - Phalarope
Varied Thrush

FOREST BIRD MOMITORING PROJECT: Chris Rimmer reported on the Forest Bird
Monitoring Project which will be beginning in Vermont next summer. Our goal
is to conduct uniform surveys every summer for the next quarter century or so

of the species and number of each species breeding in mature forest.
PROCFDURAL: Our procedural rules were reiterated:
A first state record must be accepted by unanimous vote.

A first state record accepted as hypothetical must have a 3/4 majority

vote.

Acceptance and nonacceptance of all other records is by 2/3 majority vote.

First state records must have either:
1) a report by 2 separate observers
2) a photograph
3) a specimen, or
4) a tape recorded song.

Historical records are accepted according to the criteria sheet adopted
with the minutes of the 29 November 1986 meeting of the Vermont Bird

Records Committee.



REPORTS PEMDING:

a. F87-13 Pomarine Jaeger. The report from the expert to whom Walter
had submitted the record, Louis Bevier, was read. Wayne and Simon looked
it over and decided that it could be either a Pomarine or a Parasitic, a
large Jaeger of indeterminate species. BAcceptance as a large Jaeger of
indeterminate species was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED.

b. Su87-4 Worm-eating Warbler. Jeremy brought the tape of the

Worm-eating Warbler. The tape was played and clearly indicated a
Worm-eating Warbler. The record has already been accepted, the tape is

for the permanent records.

AFTER REVIEW, the following Committee action was taken:

FIRST STATE RECORDS

GRRGAMNEY (Anas querquedula) - East Creek Waterfowl Management Area, Orwell,
Addison Cty., 21 to 21 May 1988. Adult male. Betty Rist, Mark & Connie
Youngstrom, Walter Ellison, Craig Provost, Frank Oatman, John Marsh, et al.

COMMON BLACK-HEADFD GULL (Larus ridibundus) - Lake Champlain, Addison, 2Addison
Cty., 29 October 1988. One adult, basic plumage. Walter Ellison, Richard

Lavallee, Nancy Martin, Photographed.

Report Accepted as Hypothetical

LECONTE'S SPARROW (Ammodramus leconteii) - West Rutland Marsh, West Rutland,
Rutland Cty., 10 October 1988. OCne, basic plumage. WNancy Martin, single

observer report.

MOTABLE STATE RECCPRDS

HUDSOMIANM GODWIT (Limosa haemastica) - The Gut, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty.,
27 September 1987. One adult, basic plumage. David J. Hoag. Photographed.

Sixth report to RVB, apparently five pre-RVB reports.



HUDSOMIAN GODWIT (L.. haemastica) - Shelburne Fishing Access, Shelburne,
Chittenden Cty., 1 November 1988. Two. John Marsh. Seventh report to RVB.

SABINE'S GULL (Xema sabini) - Lake Champlain, Addison, Addison Cty., 29
October 1988. One juvenile. Walter Ellison, Richard Lavallee, Nancy Martin.
Photographed. Second state record.

ARCTIC TFRMN (Sterna paradisaea) - Retreat Meadows, Brattleboro, Windham Cty.,
11 May 1988. One adult. William Norse. Third state record.

MORTHERN HAWK-CWL (Surnia ulula) - North Troy, Orleans Cty., 11 February to 12
March 1988. One. Frank Oatman, Tom Rivest et al.. Excellent photographs.
Third report to RVB.

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes carolinus) - Grafton, Windham Cty., 9 to 12
May 1988. Adult male. Allison Deen, Virginia Barrett, Don Clark.

Photographed. FEighth state record.

KENTUCKY WARBLFR (Cporornis formosus) - West Brattleboro, Windham Cty., 24 May

to 5 June 1988. Singing male. Jeremy Coleman, tape-recorded. Fifth state

record (some older records now not considered valid by the Vermont Birds

Record Committee).

CLAY-COLORED SPARROW (Spizella pallida) - Woodstock, Windsor Cty., 3 to 8 July
1988. Singing male. Allan Stimson, Nancy Martin et al.. Tape-recorded.

Third state record.

BULLOCK'S (NORTHERM) ORIOLE (Icterus galbula bullockii) - St. Johnsbury,
Caledonia Cty., 16 November to 20 December 1987. 2Adult male. Paul Bengtson,

Christine Bengston. Photographed. First report of this race to RVB.

RARE NESTING SPECIES

GADWALL (Rnas strepera) - Young Island, West Shore Rd. and Nichol's Point,
Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., June to August 1988. Females with downy young.

David J. Hoag. Photographed.



GADWALL (A. strepera) - Young Island, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 16 June
1988. Female with eight downy young. Richard Lavallee.

%*
AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana) - McCuen Slang, Addison, Addison Cty., 2
June 1988. Three males, one female. Julie Nicholson, Betty Gilbert.

LONG-EARED OWL* (Asio otus) - South Londonderry, Windham Cty., 21 May 1988.
One. William Morse. ;

LONG-EARED OWL* (3. otus) - Swanton/St. Albans area, Franklin Cty., 16 March
1988. One injured bird. Specimen. Dr. Steven Metz.

LCNG-FARED OWL* (3. otus) - Fast Montpelier, Washington Cty., 9 July 1988.
One found injured, died. Specimen. Linda Holliday, Nancy Read.

LCNG-EARED OWL. (A. otus) - Williamstown, Orange Cty., 10 July 1988. One or
two adults, two nestlings blown out of nest. Melissa Carson, Rachael Olsen.-

Young photographed.

*
SHORT-EARED CWL. (A. flammeus) - Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., April to July
1988. One. David J. Hoag, Ev Grimes.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER* (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) - Shoreham, Addison Cty.,
21 May 1988. One adult. Susan Hagen.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER* (M. erythrocephalus) - Orwell, Addison Cty., 28 June
1988. One adult. Willam Barnard.

CAROLINA WREN (Thryothorus ludovicianus) - South Burlington, Chittenden Cty.,

June & July 1988. Family group of 4-6 birds. Virginia Clarke. Tape-recorded.

SFDGE WREN (Cistothorus platensis) - West Rutland Marsh, West Rutland, Rutland

Cty., 24 & 26 June 1988. Two singing males. Nancy Martin, Walter Ellison.
SEDGE WREN (C. platensis) - South Londonderry, Windham Cty., 28 July 1988.

One singing male. William Norse.

WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla) - Lewis, Essex Cty., 8 & 26 June 1988.

Two singing males, one female. George Lisi, Frank Oatman, Craig Provost.

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius) - Allen Bros. Marsh, Westminster, Windham

Js



Cty., June 1988. Second-year male, female, nest with young. Allison Deen et
al..
ORCHARD ORICLE (I. spurius) - Brandon, Rutland Cty., 24 & 26 June 1988,

Second-year male, female, nest with young. Nancy Martin, Walter Ellison.

RED CROSSBILL (Loxia curvirostra) - Mt. Holly, Rutland Cty., 10 September
1988. Female feeding well-fledged juvenile - considered probable breeding

because families can be highly mobile. William Norse.

* In breeding habitat within the breeding season but no other evidence of
breeding.

REMAIMING RIRD VERIFICATICN REPORTS

GLOSSY IBIS (Plegadis falcinellus) - Lewis Creek, Ferrisburg, Addison Cty., 10
April, 1988. Ten. John Dye, Jack & Lee Danyow.

GLOSSY IBIS (P. falcinellus) - Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area, Addison,
Addison Cty., 22 May 1988. Two. Jean Arrowsmith, William Sharp.

"RICHARDSON'S"™ GOOSE (Branta canadensis hutchinsii) - Herrick's Cove,

Rockingham, Windham Cty., 17 October 1988. One with average-sized Canada

Geese., William Morse.

BARROW'S GOLDEMEYE (Bucephala islandica) - Connecticut River, Vernon, VT and
Hinsdale, MH, Windham Cty., VT and Cheshire Cty., NH, 14 March 1987. Two

adult males, one female. Jeremy Coleman.
BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (B. islandica) - West Bridport, Addison Cty., 25 March
1988. Adult male. Walter Ellison, Nancy Martin.

BARRCW'S GOLDENEYE (B. islandica) - Burlington harbor, Burlington, Chittenden
Cty., 29 October 1988 to January 1989. Male molting into breeding plumage.
Sally Laughlin, Dwight Cargill, Betty Rist, John Marsh, et al.

EAGLE species - Hartland, Windsor Cty., August 1987. One. Louisa Cann.
EAGLE species - Missisquoi National Wildlife Refuge, Swanton, Franklin Cty.,
18 October 1987. One. Tammy Kenney, Scott Bevins.

s



GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) - Middlebury/Salisbury line, Addison Cty., 30
August 1987. One subadult. Randy & Cathy Durand.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - Dead Creek Wildlife Management Area, Panton,
Addison Cty., 4 September 1987. One adult. John & Margaret Dye.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - Fairlee, Orange Cty., 19 April 1988. One.
Samuel Smith.

GCLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - Dorset, Bennington Cty., 9 October and 11
November 1988. One each date. Betty Gilbert.

GYRFRAILCCN (Falco rusticolus) - Railroad fill, South Hero, Grand Isle Cty., 6

March 1988. One gray morph. Claudia Leff, Michael Usai.

WESTERN SANDPIPER (Calidris mauri) - Blodgett's Beach, Burlington, Chittenden
Cty., 16 August 1988. One juvenile. Craig Provost.

LONG-BILLEFD DCWITCHER (Limnodromus scolopaceus) - The Gut, Grand Isle, Grand
Isle Cty., 24 September 1988. One. David J. Hoag. Photographed.

WILSON'S PHALAROPE (Phalaropus tricolor) - Blodgett's Beach, Burlington,
Chittenden Cty., 6 and 7 August 1988. Three on 8/6, two on 8/7. Bill Meador,

Dwight Cargill, Betty Rist, Sally Laughlin, et al..

RED PHALAROPE (P. fulicaria) - Connecticut River setback, Hinsdale, Cheshire
Cty, NH, 4 October 1987. ' Jeremy Coleman. Photographed.

BLLACK-BACKED WOODPECKER (Picoides arcticus) - Reading, Windsor Cty., 13
October 1987. One male. Fred Hunt.
BLACK-BACKFD WOODPECKER (P. arcticus) - Winhall, Bennington Cty., 29 April

1988, One female. William Norse.

GRAY JAY (Perisoreus canadensis) - Londonderry, Windham Cty., 5 January 1988.

One. Wendy Arace.

VARIED THRUSH (Ixoreus naevius) - Stowe, Lamoille Cty., 25 December 1987 to at
least 14 February 1988. One male. Delores Partridge, Bryan Pfeiffer.
VARIED THRUSH (I. naevius) - Barton, Orleans Cty., 18 & 19 January 1988. One




male. Ruth & Frank Babcock.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) - Mouth of Winooski River,
Colchester, Chittenden Cty., 2 October 1988. Cne. Craig Provost.
ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (V. celata) - Bragdon Mature Preserve, Woodstock,

Windsor Cty., 10 October 1988. One immature, banded. Chris Rimmer.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (Oporornis agilis) - Bragdon Mature Preserve, Woodstock,
Windsor Cty., 8 September 1988. One immature, banded. Chris Rimmer et al..

YELLCW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens) - Panton, Addison Cty., 5 May 1988. One

male. Marion Manning.

DICKCISSEL (Spiza americana) - Shaftsbury, Bennington Cty., 5 to 14 November
1988. Cne female or immature. Ruth & Fugene Kosche. Photographed.

OUT OF SEASON REPORTS

BLACK-CROWNED NMIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax) - Newport, Orleans Cty.,
February 1988. One immature. Moe Jacobs. Photographed.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) - Addison, Addison Cty., 15 February 1988. One

male. Nancy Martin, Dan Crook.

MERLIN (F. columbarius) - Woodstock, Windsor Cty., 21 May 1988. One female.

Betty Rist, Mark & Connie Youngstrom.

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBFAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus) - Vergennes, Addison Cty.,
18-25 December 1987. One female. Bea & Cassius Guyett. Photographed.

FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla) - Springfield, Windsor Cty., 3 January 1988.

One. Kaye & Oliver Peck.

RUSTY BLACKBRIRD (Fuphagus carolinus) - South Woodstock, Windsor Cty., January

to March 1988. One male. Larry Roberts, Nancy Martin.

NORTHERM ORIOLE (Icterus galbula) - Weathersfield, Windsor Cty., December 1987

ol



to at least 3 January 1988. One adult male. Eleanor Ellis, Henry & Elizabeth

Courtemanche.

REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED

YELLOW-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax violaceus) - LaPlatte River Marsh,
Shelburne, Chittenden Cty., 22 April 1988. One adult. Eveleen & Terry

Cecchini.

OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) - Salisbury, Rutland Cty., 26 February 1988. One.

Cecilia Oakman, Helen Drinkwine.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) - Londonderry, Windham Cty., 21 January 1988. One.

Wendy Arace.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - Thetford, Orange Cty., 23 Bpril 1988. One white
morph. Betty Gilbert.

FALCON species - Newport, Orleans Cty., early January 1988. Two. Eugenia &

James MacKellar.

e
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e *
( WILLET (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) - Gull Rock, North Hero, Grand Isle
Cty., 15 September 1987. One. Jonathan Falk.

JAEGER species - Arnold Bay, Panton, Addison Cty., 8 October 1987. One.
Marge & Walter Nelson., '

EASTERM PHOEBE (Sayornis phoebe) - Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 11 to 20

February 1988. One. Frances Vantine, Ev Grimes, Roy Mewton.

HOODED WARBLER (Wilsonia citrina) - Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., 11 May 1988.

Singing male. David Hoag.

# *
\_ WILSON'S WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla) - Victory Bog, Victory, Essex Cty., 7
July 1988. Singing male. Carl Petty.



DICKCISSEL (Spiza americana) - Brownsville, Windsor Cty., October 1987. One

female or immature. Arthur Kimbell.

%
Tabled (need more information)

DISCUSSION: Wayne Petersen asked why we rejected certain reports. We should

give the reasons why we reject and be sure it is not based on personality.

The Garganey is believed to be a true vagrant wild bird. It falls within
the pattern of assumed vagrancy.

Glossy Ibis: we will no longer request Bird Verification Reports on them.

Lawrence's Warbler: should BVR's be required? We should get details but'

not BVR's unless they are odd records.

Long-eared Cwls: VINS should photograph the specimens we have in our

possession.

Western Sandpiper: we need to get documentation, preferably in the form of

a photograph of this species.

Willet and Wilson's Warbler: if we get more details at some time we will

reconsider them.

ADJOUPNMENT :

:,\v-(’"‘ b PO el \

Adjourrment was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED at 4:08 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman
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