MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

29 November 1987
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PRESENT L=

Voting Committee Members: Sally Laughlin, Bill Norse, ,Whitney Nichols, Roy
Pilcher, Lynn Erb, Julie Nicholson, Nancy Martin.

ABSENT Pat Pratt, Doug Kibbe, Frank Oatman, Mike Maurer,
Chris Rimmer.

CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sally
Laughlin at 10:15 a.m.

MINUTES: Minutes of the 29 November 1986 meeting. The following corrections
were noted:

Whitney Nichols should be listed as a voting Committee Member present

In the Survey of Specimens, the following should be added:
Completed American Birds to date and Audubon Field Notes of the 1940's

and 1950's

Still to Do:

Audubon Field Notes 1960's

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Lynn Erb and Roy Pilcher, who will alternate years doing
the Summer Bird Records, were welcomed to our group. A motion of appreciation
was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED to Michael J. Maurer for his services as editor of
the Summer Records from 1983 to 1985,

NEXT FALL'S MEETING: After much discussion, the fall 1988 meeting of the
Vermont Bird Records Committee was set for Saturday 19 November with Sunday 20
November as a storm date.

PROCEDURAL: The new members of the Committee asked what our procedural rules
are. To reiterate:

A FIRST STATE RECORD must be accepted by a unanimous vote. A FIRST STATE
RECORD accepted as HYPOTHETICAL must have a 3/4 majority vote.

Acceptance and rejection of ALL OTHER RECORDS is by a 2/3 majority vote.

FIRST STATE RECORDS must have either:

1. A report by two separate observers
2. A photograph
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3. A specimen

HISTORICAL RECORDS are accepted according to the criteria sheet accepted
with the minutes of the 29 November 1986 minutes.

OUT OF SEASON BIRDS. We will continue to consider birds out of season if they
occur one month from the date on the Field Card. We should add an asterisk on
the Field Card on more species to indicate scattered reports throughout the
year. Sally and Julie were recommended to use their own judgment on requiring
BVR's on lingerers such as Field Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Ruby-crowned
Kinglet, Rusty Blackbird, and Winter Wren. Most of the reports on these come in
during the Christmas Count. It would be acceptable to recommend these in a
group and not have copies sent to the Committee or have them review them in
detail.

Breeding Reports on RNR's on birds where there is no question about the
identification are simply being collected to have for our permanent data and

research., The Committee can be informed of these at the meeting with no need to
duplicate and mail them to Committee members in advance.

LITTLE GULLS. The Committee voted NOT to require BVR's on Little Gulls unless

they occur someplace other than on Lake Champlain or if the identification is in
question. Sixteen were reported last fall and 10 this fall. Perhaps they

should appear on the field card next time? We. should evaluate the number of

sightings we have then. Little Gulls are breeding in Ontario and Quebec. We
have a letter from a Stewart Holohan who recommends that Vermont should keep a

watch out for Little Gulls breeding among the Black Terns at the Missisquoi
Refuge.

RED PHALAROPE. Red Phalaropes are difficult to identify and we should contimue
to require BVR's and keep track of them until we have 20 sightings reported.

CHANGE OF THE BVR FORM. We should change the BVR form to say, side 2 line 1
under DESCRIPTION, "Relative size and shape." (Add "and shape".)

FIELD CARD. Whit brought up the point that we need to think about re-doing the

field card. It should be done in 1988 or 1989 for sure. When will VINS run out
of the batch we have?

THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE ACTION WAS MOVED, SECONDED AND VOTED:

FIRST STATE RECORDS

POMARINE JAEGER (Stercorarius pomarinus) - Addison between Elm Point and Potash
Point well off “shore, Lake Champlain, Addison Cty., VT, 3 October 1987.
Photographs. Richard B. Lavallee, Dorothy K. Lavallee, Jerome Lavigne, Louise

Lavigne.

SABINE'S GULL (Xema sabini) - between Arnold Bay in Panton and Button Bay, Lake

Champlain, Addison Cty., VT, 3 October 1987. Excellent photographs. Richard B.
Lavallee, Dorothy K. Lavallee, Jerome Lavigne, Louise Lavigne.
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WHITE-WINGED TERN (Chlidonias leucopterus) - small pord on Route 5 just south of
Interstate 1-89, Hartiord, Windsor Cty., VT, 12 June 1987. Excellent

photographs. Nancy Martin, Walter G. Ellison, George F. Ellison, Geoffrey
Lamdin, Ted Levin, Jean Sangdahl.

BREWER'S BLACKBIRD (Euphagus cyanocephalus) - South Burlington, Chittenden Cty.,

VT, late November 1986 through 12 Jamuary 1987. Two reported 24 December.
Adult male. Michael Sabourin. (Other reports of Brewer's Blackbird in Vermont

may exist; however, this is the first one that either Green Mountain Audubon
Society or the Vermont Institute of Natural Science has received.)

EUROPEAN GOLDFINCH (Carduelis carduelis) - Ferrisburg, Addison Cty., VT, 7

January 1987. An exotic species presumably an escaped or released cage bird.
Observers: Marge Nelson, Duke Nelson, Ann & Wilfred Bilodeau.

RECORDS ACCEPTED AS HYPOTHETICAL

PARASITIC JAEGER (Stercorarius parasiticus) - between Georgia shore & Ball
Island, Georgia, Franklin Cty., VI, 26 October 1987. Since no documented prior
record exists, this would be the first state record and acceptance requires a
report by two independent observers or a photograph. Therefore it must be
considered hypothetical. Richard B. Lavallee.

STELLER'S JAY (Cyanocitta stelleri) - Red Echo Farm, Topsham, Orange Cty., VT, QT
20 October 1986. Excellent description. Would be the second Bnited—States- &Y~
record east of the Mississippi. Must be treated as hypothetical since no CQwa.)
photograph exists and only one observer. Possibility of an escaped caged bird

exists. Elisabeth MacDonald.

WESTERN MEADOWLARK (Sturnella neglecta) - Stone Bridge Access, Panton, Addison
Cty., VI, 2 May 1987. Would be first state record. Western Meadowlark's song
type mot recorded in Vermont before; hybrids can sing either song. William A.
Meador.

NOTABLE STATE NESTING RECORD

BAY-BREASTED WARBLER (Dendroica Castanea) - Moose. Bog, Wenlock Wildlife
Management Area, Ferdinand, Essex Cty., VI, 2 July 1987. Nest with young, 2
July 1987. Second state breeding record for Vermont. George Lisi.

NOTABLE STATE RECORDS

NORTHERN GANNET (Sula bassanus) - sixth state fecofd - Lake Champlain, 1.5 km
west of Potash Point, Panton, Addison Cty., VT. . 7 November :.1986. First year
bird. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin, Richard B. Lavallee, Christopher C.
Rimmer. '

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) - fifth state record - Island Pond,
Brighton, Essex Cty., VT. 24 October 1986. First year bird. Walter G.
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Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.

GREAT CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax carbo) - sixth state record - Roundy's Cove,
Rockingham, Windham Cty., VT. 4 November 1986. Adult bird. William J. Norse.

COMMON EIDER (Somateria mollissima) - fourth state record-Maidstone Lake,

Maidstone, Essex Cty., VT, 30 July 1986 through 25 August 1986. Species very
rare inland and this is an almost unprecedented summer record. Excellent

description. Kristin Wood.

HARLEQUIN DUCK (Histrionicus histrionicus) - appoximately 3/4 mile south of the
mouth of the Ottauquechee River in Plainfield, Sullivan Cty., NH. Seen from
Vermont but in NH. Seven Vermont records exist. 15 and 18 March 1986. John B.
Gates, Gloria W. Gates.

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (Bucephala islandica) - seventh report to Records of Vermont
Birds. Shot by duck hunters, Alburg, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 30 Novamber 1986.

Photographs. R. B. Lavallee.

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (B. islandica) - eighth report to Records of Vermont Birds.
Connecticut River below Stebbin's Island. Observed from Vernon, Windham Cty.,
VT. (in the river therefore in NH). 6 Decamber 1986. Same bird reported
present until 15 January 1987. Walter G. Ellison, Daniel H. Crook, Jeremy J.
Coleman, Christopher C. Rimmer.

SANDHILI, CRANE (Grus canadensis) - tenth state record. Miller Farm, Vernon,
Windham Cty., VI'. 14 May 1985. Excellent photograph submitted. Paul Miller.

WILLET (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus) -~ ninth state record. St. Albans Point,
St. Albans Bay, Franklin Cty., VI. 14 Septamber 1986. Juvenile bird. Jules

Chicoine.

WILLET (C. semipalmatus) - tenth state record. Alburg, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 26
October 1986. Richard B. Lavallee.

WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus) - thirteenth state record. Blodgett's Beach,
Burlington, Chitterden Cty., VI. 24 August 1987. John D. Marsh.

HUDSONIAN GCDWIT (Limosa haemastica) - fifth report to Records of Vermont Birds.

Viewed from mouth of Cmpompancosuc River, Norwich, Windsor Cty., VI. Bird in
Ccnnecticut River in Grafton Cty., NH. 2 November 1986. Walter G. Ellison,

Nancy L. Martin.

WILSON'S PHALARCPE (Phalaropus tricolor) - twelfth state record. The Gut, Grand
Isle, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 20 May 1987. Adult female. Richard B. Lavallee.

Photographs.

RED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicaria) - ninth state record. Groton Laké, Groton
State Park, Groton, Caledonia Cty., VI. 1 September 1986. Paul and Shirley
Wagrner. Excellent photographs.

RED PHALAROPE (P. fulicaria) - West Shore Road, South Hero, Grard Isle Cty., VT.
9 Septamber 1986. Mr. & Mrs. E. V. Amerman, Mr. & Mrs. Francis Tyrrell, David

Lane.
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RED PHALAROPE (P. fulicaria) - Lake Champlain, 1 1/2 km. off Georgia, along the
St. Albans-Georgia town line, Franklin Cty., VI. 5 October 1986. Two observed

- excellent photographs. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin, Richard B.
Lavallee.

RED PHALAROPE (P. fulicaria) - The Gut, Grand Isle, Grand Isle Cty., VT. 7
October 1986. Excellent photographs. Richard B. Lavallee.

RED PHALAROPE (P. fulicaria) - Blodgett's Beach, Burlington, Chittenden Cty.,
VT. 12 October 1986. Excellent photographs. Bill Meador, Dwight Cargill.

POMARINE JAEGER (Stercorarius pomarinus) - second state record - Lake Champlain,
1 mile north of Savage Island, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 26 October 1987. Richard
B. Lavallee. Excellent photographs.

LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus) - Northern Lake Champlain, Addison, Chittenden and
Franklin Counties, VI. 4 observed 5 October 1986, 8 on 25 October 1986, 2 on 7
November 1986. (see Fall 1986 Records of Vermont Birds for details)
Photographs. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin, Richard B. Lavallee,
Christopher C. Rimmer.

LITTLE GULL (L. minutus) - 1 Savage Island, Grand Isle, VT, on 12 August 1987
(photographs) ; 2 Ball Island, Georgia, VT, on 4 & 5 September 1987; 5 Georgia,
VT. on 26 September 1987; 1 St. Albans Bay, Franklin Cty., VT, on 26 September
1987. Some photographed. Richard B. Lavallee.

Note: The Vermont Bird Records Committee has voted to not require BVRs on

Little Gulls in the future unless they occur someplace other than on Lake
Champlain, or unless the identification is in doubt. We have increasing

numbers of sightings, with 16 reported Fall 1986 and 10 Fall 1987; they are
breeding in Ontario and Quebec now.

VARIED THRUSH (Ixoreus naevius) - tenth state record. Saxtons River, Windham
Cty., VI. 28 March 1987. Allison Deen, Don Clark, Ray Griffin.

WORM-EATING WARBLER (Helmitheros vermivorous) - second report to Records of

Vermont Birds. Brattleboro, Windham Cty., VI. 5 June 1987. Single male,
recorded. Jeremy Coleman.

DICKRCISSEL (Spiza americana) - ninth report to Records of Vermont Birds. Lake
Road, Shoreham, Addison Cty., VT. 30 October 1987. Female. Elizabeth L.

Weeks.

IN BREEDING SEASON REPORTS OF RARE NESTING SPECIES

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) - Lake Bomoseen, Hubbardton, Rutland
Cty., VI. 7 June 1987. Paul & Shirley Wagner. '

PIED-BILLED GREBE (P. podiceps) - south bay of Lake Memphremagog, off Glen Road,
Newport, Orleans Cty., VI. 3 on 12 July and 26 July 1987. Paul & Shirley
Wagner. '

PIED-BILLED GREBE (P. podiceps) - Mud Pond, Morgan, Orleans Cty., VI. 21 June
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1987. One adult, 2 chicks. Ray & Olive Griffin. Also 2 adults observed Barton
River Marsh 20 June 1987 by Tom Wheatley via Ray & Olive Griffin.

LEAST BITTERN (Ixobrychus exilis) - Lake Bomoseen, Hubbardton, Rutland Cty., VT.
7 June 1987. “Christopher C. Rimmer, Margaret Barker, Beth Ann Howard, Carl

Veilleux.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (Bartramia longicauda) - Greenbush Road, Ferrisburg, Addison
Cty., VI'. 14 June 1987. Two birds. Bill Meador.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (B. longicauda) - Ferrisburg, Addison Cty., VT. Various
individuals, various locations. June 1987. John & Margaret Dye.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (B. longicauda) - Chester, Windsor Cty., VT. 30 June 1987.
Carol R. Foss.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (B. longicauda) - West Glover, Orleans Cty., VI. 28 June 1987.
Three birds. Ray & Olive Griffin.

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKRE (Lanius ludovicianus) - Addison, Addison Cty., VI. 29 May
1987. Elizabeth L. Weeks.

BREWSTER'S WARBLER (Vermivora chrysoptera X pinus) - Brandon, Rutland Cty., VT,
14 June 1987. Susanne Wetmore.

REMAINING BIRD VERIFICATION REPORTS

MUTE SWAN (Cygrmus olor) - Surderland, Bennington Cty., VI. 16 May through 7
July 1987. Photographed. Probably a feral bird. George Le Shane, Ruth

Stewart.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) - Manchester Center, Bennington Cty., VI. 11
November 1986. Photographed in a chicken yard. Hamilton & Patricia Hayes.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - Benson, Rutland Cty., VI. 2 November 1986. Two
individuals. Patricia A. Taber.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - North Thetford, Orange Cty., VT. 7 November
1987. Nancy L. Martin.

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes carolinus) - Ferrisburg, Addison Cty., VT.
19 & 20 Deceml:=r 1986. John & Margaret Dye.

GRAY JAY (Perisoreus canadensis) - Stowe, Lamoille Cty., VI. 19 February 1987.
Two individuals. Mark Farrell.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) - Woodstock, Windsor Cty., VT. 27
August 1987. Julia M. Nicholson.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (V. celata) - Woodstock, Windsor Cty., VT. 1 October
198¢- Walter G. Ellison, Christopher C. Rimmer, Nancy L. Martin.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (Oporornis agilis) - Woodstock, Windsor Cty., VT. 14
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September 1986. Christopher C. Rimmer.

CONNECTICUT WARBLER (O. agilis) - South Londonderry, Windham Cty., VT. 15
September 1987. William J. Norse.

HOARY REDPOLL (Carduelis hornemanni) - the following bird 1is accepted as
matching the description of Hoary Redpoll type. If this is a separate species

is in question. Maple Street, Brandon, Rutland Cty., VI. 10, 12 & 13 February
1987. Susanne Wetmore.

HOARY REDPOLL (C. hornemanni) - Winhall, Bennington Cty., VI. 14 February 1987.
William J. Norse.

OUT OF SEASON REPORTS

CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax species) - four or five individuals, Thompson's Point,
Charlotte. 25 January 1987. Marge Nelson.

MERLIN (Falco columbarius) - Burlington, Chitternden Cty., VT. 21 December 1986.
Nancy L. Martin, Walter G. Ellison.

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas) - Rutland, Rutland Cty., VT. 7
December 1987. Female. C. J. Frankiewicz.

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (G. trichas) - Burlington, Chittenden Cty., VT. 21 December
1986. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.

CHIPPING SPARROW (Spizella passerina) - South Woodstock, Windsor Cty., VI. 2
January 1987. Larry Roberts.

FIELD SPARROW (Spizella pusilla) - Bartonsville, Windham Cty., VI. 28 December
1986. Tait Johansson.

FIELD SPARROW (S. pusilla) - Colchester, Chittenden Cty., VI. 25 December 1986
through 1 March 1987. William & Carolyn Barnes.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD (FEuphagus carolinus) - Chester, Windsor Cty., VI. 28 December
1986. Tait Johansson, Don Clark, Allison Deen, Virginia Freeman.

ACCEPTED, MNOT NECESSARY TO TREAT AS BVRS FOR MINUTES NOT RVB

LESSER SCAUP (Aythya affinis) - Burlington, Chittenden Cty., VI. 21 December
1986, Female. Walter G. Ellison, Nancy L. Martin.

CAROLINA WREN (Thryothorus . ludovicianus) - Shelburne Farms, Chittenden Cty.,
VT. 21 December 1986. Craig Provost, Frank Oatman.

WINTER WREN (Troglodytes troglodytes) - Springfield, Windsor Cty., VT. 28
December 1986. Walter G. Ellison, Hugh Putnam.

RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET (Regulus calendula) - Marchester, Bennington Cty., VT. 4




January 1987. Tait Johansson.

REPORTS TABLED

TUNDRA SWAN (Cygrnus columbianus) - Manchester, Bennington Cty., VT. 25 March
1987. Ruth Stewart.

RED-THROATED LOON (Gavia stellata) - Nichols Pond, Woodbury, Washington Cty.,
VT. 18 & 19 July 1987. Michael F. Fullerton, Stephen & Sheila Fraser.

WESTERN TANAGER (Piranga ludoviciana) - Rochester, Windsor Cty., VI. 26 March
1987. Elizabeth C. Hipple.

REPORTS NOT ACCEPTED

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK (Buteo lagopus) - Mt. Horrid, Brandon Gap, Rochester, Windsor
Cty., VI. 17 August 1987. Carl Veilleux, Chris Taylor.

ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK (B. lagopus) - White Rocks Cliff, Wallingford, Rutland Cty.,
VT. 18 August 1987. Bill Garrett. .

GYRFALCON (Falco rusticolus) - Dead Creek Wildlife Management Refuge, Addison
Cty., VI. 22 March 1986. Earl & Cartherine Durard.

GYRFALCON (F. rusticolus) - North Ferrisburg, Addison Cty., VT. 23 December
1986. Paul Wieczoreck, Paul Sacca.

SANDHILL CRANE (Grus canadensis) - Reading, Windsor Cty., VT. 9 June 1987.
Fred & Gloria Hunt.

BARN OWL (Tyto alba) - Grand Isle and North Hero, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 18 & 19
May 1987. David J. Hoag.

LESSER BLACK-BACKED GULL (Larus fuscus) - Young Island, Grand Isle Cty., VI. 19
July 1987. David Hoag, Catherine Anderson.

BEWICK'S WREN (Thryomanes bewickii) - Georgia Town, Franklin Cty., VT. 28
August 1987. Evelyn & Sylvia Burrill.

SEDGE WREN (Cistothorus platensis) - Dead Creek, Addison, Addison Cty., VI. 23
May 1987. Betty Gilbert.

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) - South Woodstock, Windsor Cty., VT.
29 August 1987. David B. Tilley, Sr., David B. Tilley, Jr.

BLACK-HEADED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus melanocephalus) - Lake Dummore, Leicester,
Addison Cty., VT. 15 August 1987. Margaret R. Wright.

LARK BUNTING (Calamospiza melanocorys) - Mendon, Rutland Cty., VI. 18 September
1985. Julie Limmer.
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By the time that the year crop of Bird Verification Reports had been voted
on it was 3:15 p.m.

The Committee took the following action:

HOARY REDPOLLS - although the Committee feels that Hoary Redpolls cannot be
called a separate species, they can be treated as a type or a sub-species. We
should use the qualifier that the Hoary Redpoll is a hypothetical occurrence in
Vermont and is a hypothetical species, and that these records of possible Hoary

Redpolls have been accepted by the Committee as meeting the description of Hoary
Redpoll types.

HISTORICAL RECORDS:

The Committee decided not to attempt to deal with the historical records at
this late hour in the afternoon. Instead a separate meeting was called to deal
with Historical Records - Saturday, 12 March with snow date of Sunday, 13 March.

ADJOURNMENT :

Adjourmment of the meeting was Moved, Seconded and Voted at 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman

Attachment for absentees: Minutes of 29 November 1986 meeting






