MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

13 September 1986

PRESENT

Voting Committee Members: Pat Pratt, Walter Ellison, William J. Norse, Sally
Laughlin '

Blitorial Staff: Nancy Martin, Julie Nicholson, Chris Rimmer

ABSENT Doug Kibbe, Cheryl Boise, Mike Maurer, wWhitney

Nichols (Frank Oatman, honorary committee member)

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sally Laughlin at 10:02 a.m.

Quorum:  With four of the eight voting members present, there was a quorum
(since a quorum represents one-half of the voting members).

MINUTES: The Minutes of the 7 September 1985 meeting were read by Mancy Martin.
There were the following corrections added:

The Eared Grebe from Wells, Vermont date was October 4, 1874.

The number of species in the Montshire collection is 113 species of birds
from Vermont, and the total collection numbers 337 Vermont specimens.

With these corrections, acceptance of the Minutes was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED.

EDITORIAL DISCUSSION: Finding a new person to co-edit the Summer Season was
discussed. Mike would like to be relieved of doing it every year, and have to
do it every other year. We need competent birders who are good observers,
even-handed, and able to work in a timely and efficient manner.

The following suggestions were agreed upon by the Committee as potential Summer

Editors, should they agree to do so: Jeremy Coleman, Roy Pilcher, Eleanor
Ellis, John Marsh, C.J. Frankiewicz, Jeff Allen, Will Beecher, Deborah Davis.

Making Julie, Chris and Nancy voting members of this Committee was discussed.
It was suggested that we approach the Vermont Audubon Council with the
suggestion that the Assistant Editors to the Bird Records be made voting
members. (Currently voting members are Seasonal Editors and the Managing Editor
for the Records of Vermont Birds, and the Regional Editors for American Birds.)

We should write to all people who have reported a species when the Committee
changes the identification, not just to the person who submitted the BVR. C.J.
Frankiewicz was disturbed because the Committee changed the identification of
Tundra Swan to Mute Swan and he was not informed. This was an oversight and
something that Sally or Julie should do in the future.

LENGTH OF THE RECORDS: The format of the Records was discussed at length and
the suggestion that we attempt to make the Records more like those of the Bird




Observer of Eastern Massachusetts. After a considerable discussion, the motion
was MADE, SECONDED and VOTED that we keep the present format for the Records of
Vermont Birds in prose form since it is highly readable, but try to condense and
shorten the Records somewhat.

HISTORICAL RECORDS: Walter has reviewed a number of the species with 10 or
fewer records in Vermont. He has reviewed the Records of New England Birds, the
American Birds Field Notes (at least those in the VINS collection), the Green
Mountain Audubon Soclety microfiche, and apparently most of the information that
Frank sent us from the Fairbanks Museum. He has a list of over 100 species and
approximately 600 reports prepared for the Committee's perusal.

Still to do in preparing the list is to go to Dead Creek and get the labels for
the specimens of which we have photographs. These should be transferred to
historical records.

The date for the November meeting was discussed at length. It was decided that
the meeting should be on Saturday, 29 November, at 10 a.m., with the purpose to
review the historical records.

REVISING THE LIST ON WHICH WE REQUIRE BVRS:

1. Purple Sandpiper - we will delete the Purple Sandpiper from the Bird
Verification Reports Requested List, and add it to our new field card. It
is felt that the Purple Sandpiper is of regular occurrence in remote rocky
areas where birders don't go.

2. Green-winged Teal and American Wigeon - we will no longer consider these
species out of season in the winter, as there appear to be scattered
recorded throughout the winter, therefore we will not request BVRs on them.

The following Committee action was taken - it was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED to
accept the following records:

NOTABLE STATE RECORDS
@‘ - (first through tenth state records)
SWALLOW-TAILED KITE (Elanoides forficatus) - third state record, observed in
Washington, Orange County, Vermont by Ann T. Aversa and Barbara DeAngelis on 28
March 1986.

NORTHERN WHEATEAR (Oenanthe oenanthe) - fourth state record, Joan Waltermire and
John Douglas, observed at Vershire Heights, Vershire, Orange County, Vermont on
23 September 1985.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE (Anser albifrons) - either the fifth or sixth state
record, Walter G. Ellison (also observed by Jeremy J. Coleman and other
observers on subsequent days), Roundy's Cove, Rockingham, Windham County,
Vermont on 6 May 1986.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendroica dominica) - sixth state record, Betty L. Rist
and Dwight Cargill, North Champlain Street, Burlington, Chittenden County,
Vermont on 11 November 198S5.
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LITTLE GULL (Larus minutus) - sixth state record, Richard B. Lavallee, Sister
Islands, Grand Isle, Vermont on 14 October 1985.

HARLEQUIN DUCK (Histrionicus histrionicus) - male, seventh state record, Daniel
H. Crook and Robert Skowronski, Vermont side of the Connecticut River, observed
from West Lebanon, New Hampshire on 8 February 1986.

SHARP-TAILED SPARROW (Ammospiza caudacuta) - second report to Records of Vermont
Birds, Steven Antell, mouth of the Winooski River, Chittenden County, Vermont on
3 October 1985.

WHITE-EYED VIREO (Vireo griseus) - eighth state record, William J. Norse,
Herrick's Cove, Rockingham, Windham County, Vermont on 23 May 1986.

NOTABLE STATE NESTING RECORDS

Probable nesting of OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) - pair built a nest but
apparently did not lay eggs and did not raise young; observed 24 May through 20
June 1986. Location and observers confidential.

RARE NESTING SPECIES REPORTS

PIED-BILLED GREBE (Podilymbus podiceps) - present in suitable habitat during the
breeding season, Sandbar Wildlife Manangement Area, Chittenden County, Vermont
on 28 July 1986. Six Pied-bills observed, C.J. Frankiewicz.

LEAST BITTERN (Ixobrychus exilis) - present in suitable habitat during the
nesting season, Allen's Marsh, Westminster, Windham County, Vermont, one adult
observed 27 June 1985 by Tait Johansson.

UPLAND SANDPIPER (Bartramia longicauda) - probably nesting. Birds observed 24
April through 17 June, two observed together on dates throughout that period.

Shoreham, Addison County, Vermont by Elizabeth and Lloyd Weeks.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) - present in suitable habitat
during the breeding season, Grandy Road, Addison, Addison County, Vermont on 21
June 1986 by William Barnard, Lloyd Klinger, and Kathy Adams.

RED-HEADED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes erythrocephalus) - food for young, confirmed
breeding, Jersey Street, Addison, Addison County, Vermont on 21 June 1986 by W.
Barnard, L. Klinger, and K. Adams.

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius) - possible nesting, in proper habitat during
the breeding season, West Shore Road, Grand Isle, Grand Isle County, Vermont on

30 June 1986 by D. J. Hoag.

REMAINING BIRD VERIFICATION REPORTS

BARROW'S GOLDENEYE (Bucephala islandica) - one immature male, 8 December 1985,
Stephenson Point, North Hero State Park, North Hero, Grand Isle County, Vermont,
W.G. Ellison and N.L. Martin.

Imnmature BALD EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) - with yellow right wing tag,




hacked by New York State Department of Conservation in 1985, 16 August 1986,
East Long Pond, Woodbury, Washington County, Vermont, Richard & Ann Brown.

GOLDEN EAGLE (Aquila chrysaetos) - one observed 12:50 p.m., a second observed
1:06 p.m. on 1 November 1985, Lincoln Hill, Hinesburg, Vermont by Mark P.
Biercevicz.

GOLDEN EAGLE (A. chrysaetos) - two observed and photographed, 27 April 1986,
North Pomfret, Windsor County, Vermont by F. & S. Brutsch.

STILT SANDPIPER (Calidris himantopus) - 5 October 1985, Miller Farm, Vernon,
Windham County, Vermont by J. Coleman.

PHALAROPE species - 3 October 1986, in Connecticut River, viewed from Hinsdale,
New Hampshire, by J. Coleman.

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus lobatus) - three observed 1 September 1985,
Panton Road, Panton, Addison County by J. Arrowsmith.

RED PHALAROPE (Phalaropus fulicarius) - 23 May 1986 Roundy's Cove, Rockingham, :,,,]
Windham County by W. J. Norse. "6 ,f, .(QC«AQ A
C;C LJ“

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER (Tryngites subruflcollls) - 9 September 1985, Dead Creek 6\
Wildlife Management Area, Addison, Addison County, by J. & M. Dye, B. Guyett,
and J. Lavangie.

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER (T. subruficollis) - 8 September 1985, Dead Creek
Wildlife Management Area, Addison, Addison County by A. Pistorius and B. Guyett.

WHIMBREL (Numenius phaeopus) - five observed, 31 August 1985, 2 September 1985,
Slang Road, Panton, Addison County by M. Nelson, W. Nelson and A. Bilodeau.

PURPLE SANDPIPER (Calidris maritima) - three observed, 26 October 1985, Sloop
Island, Charlotte, Chittenden County, W. G. Ellison, R. B. Lavallee, and N. L.
Martin.

PURPLE SANDPIPERS (C. maritima) - one, Popasquash Island, St. Albans, 30 October
1985; four, Bixby Island, Grand Isle, 30 October 1985; one, Bixby Island, Grand
Isle, 7 November 1985 by R. B. Lavallee.

CASPIAN TERN (Sterna caspia) - one observed 7 October 1985, St. Albans Bay State
Park, St. Albans Bay, Franklin County by W. G. Ellison, R. B. Lavallee and N. L.
Martin.

LONG-EARED OWL. (Asio otus) - accepted as possible by the Committee because of
the difficulty of separating Long-eared and Short-eared Owls on the basis of
feather tufts, 18 November 1985, at entrance of Brilyea Access, Addison, Addison
County by M. Nelson and .A. Bilodeau.

CAROLINA WREN (Thryothorus ludovicianus) - present at feeder 15 January through
17 March, Ferrisburg, Addison County by D. & A. DeVine. ye: 2R

ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (Vermivora celata) - 5 October 1985, Himesburg Bridge,
Colchester/Burlington town line, Chittenden County by J. D. Marsh.




ORANGE-CROWNED WARBLER (V. celata) - 11 October 1985, Bragdon Nature Preserve,
Woodstock, Windsor County by W. G. Ellison and N. L. Martin.

"BREWSTER'S" WARBLER (V. "leucobronchialis") - 17 May 1986, Ira rest stop
(Golden-winged Pulloff), Ira, Rutland County by W. J. Norse. Described as
classic "Brewster's" type singing Golden-winged song.

CERULEAN WARBLER (Dendroica cerulea) - 3 September 1986, Winhall, Bennington
County by W. J. Norse.

HENSLOW'S SPARROW (Ammodramus henslowii) - 18 June 1986, Howe's Horse Ranch,
South Londonderry, Windham County by W. J. Norse. Present for one day only,
singing in what would appear to be suitable breeding habitat. Not present after
that date.

ORCHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius) - 19 July 1986, Winhall Hollow, Winhall,
Bennington County by W. J. Norse.

OUT OF SEASON REPORTS

AMERICAN BITTERN (Botaurus lentiginosus) - 27 December 1985, brought to VINS for
rehabilitation, North Fayston Road, Fayston by N. Read, VINS.

AMERICAN BITTERN - 18 January 1986, Clarendon, Rutland County, C.J. Frankiewicz,
from a spring-fed ditch.

GREEN-WINGED TEAL (Anas crecca) - adult male, 1 February 1986, behind St.
Stanislaus Kostka Church, West Rutland Marsh, West Rutland, Rutland County by
C.J. Frankiewicz and R. Horne.

AMERICAN WIGEON (Anas americana) - 28 December 1982, behind St. Stanislaus
Church, West Rutland Marsh, West Rutland, Rutland County by R.W. Pilcher.

HERMIT THRUSH (Catharus guttatus) - 21 December 1985, Westminster West,
Westminster, Windham County by T. Johansson and C. Kibbe.

GRAY CATBIRD (Dumetella carolinensis) - 28 December 1985, Gray Peak Orchard,
East Dorset, Bennington County by J. & L. Walker.

COMMON YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas) - 8 December 1985, Herrick's Cove,
Bellows Falls, Windham County by J. Coleman.

SWAMP SPARROW (Melospiza georgiana) - 29 December 1985, floodplain of Otter
Creek, Clarendon, Rutland County by C.J. Frankiewicz.

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys) - 27 December 1985, bird feedér
in Woodstock, Windsor County by E. Hack.

RUSTY BLACKBIRD (Euphagus carolinus) - 27 December 1985, Plymouth Union, Windsor
County by S.B. Laughlin and B.L. Rist.

NORTHERN ORIOLE (Icterus galbula) - December 1985, present most of month at
feeder, Brook Street, Williamstown, Orange County by A. & D. Peake.
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NORTHERN ORIOLE - 6 to 23 December 1985, suet feeder on Spruce Street,
Burlington, Chittenden County by F.C. Howe and M. Wilkins.

REJECTED BVRS

S 86-$7 GOLDEN EAGLE - L. Silovich, 6/23

S 86-8 GOLDEN EAGLE - Tom and Lee Kiley, 7/22

S 86-7 BLACK RAIL - D. Hoag, 2/26

W 86-4 HOARY REDPOLL - C. Yandell, 1/27

W 86-7 HOARY REDPOLL - J. and M. Dye, 12/21

W 86-10 LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE - E. and J. Helft, 12/28

F 85-9 HUDSON GODWIT - S. Antell, 10/3

Bring up in November

1) F 85-22 Forster's Tern
2) F 85-18a and 18b Say's Phoebe
3) W 86-9 Turkey Vulture



DISCUSSION RELATIVE TO BVRS

Hoary Redpolls - the Committee's feeling is that it is impossible to
identify Hoary Redpolls in the £field. The white rump is not adequate
identification, the bill shape may be. The Committee does not believe that the
Hoary Redpoll represents a separate species. They refer people reporting Hoary
Redpolls to an American Birds article published in the 1970s. The Committee
agreed that we could publish the Hoary Redpolls so that it is part of the
Christmas Count totals with an asterisk which would refer people to the write-up
in the species account which will repeat this information.

Brewster's Warbler - it is good to have reports for Brewster's Warblers to
check their spread and the hybridization between Blue-wingeds and
Golden-wingeds.

NEXT MEETING

It was decided to postpone a decision on when the Committee will meet in the
fall of 1987 until the November meeting; possibly a meeting in November will be
more convenient than a meeting in September.

ADJOURNMENT
Adjourmment was MOVED, SECONDED and VOTED at 3:09 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

C;,,ML G> Q\ v Le

Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman
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MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

29 November 1986

PRESENT
Voting Committee Members: Nancy Martin, Mike Maurer, Frank Oatman, Walter
Ellison, Bill Norse, Doug Kibbe, Julie Nicholson,

Sally Laughlin/ lh:T Blicwvld
Guest: Roy Pilcher
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sally Laughlin at 10:22 a.m.
REPORT OF VERMONT AUDUBON COUNCIL ACTION: At Sally's request, the Vermont
Audubon Council voted on 11 October to officially declare the editorial staff of

the Records of Vermont Birds (Julie Nicholson amd Nancy Martin) voting members
of the Vermont Bird Records Committee.

MINUTES: Acceptance of the Minutes of the 13 September 1986 meeting was MOVED,
SECONDED and VOTED. Page 6 listing the rejected BVR's which had inadvertently
been left out of the minutes mailed was passed out at the meeting.

SURVEY OF SPECIMENS: A survey of the following specimens has been done.

Montshire - Walter Ellison

Dead Creek - Walter Ellison e

Fairbanks Museum - Frank Oatman E

Middlebury Collection - Wayne Scott

Hartland Nature Club - Walter Elllson

Pember Museum - Bill Norse

University of Vermont Colléction - Frank Oatman NPRY ! g0

Green Mountain Audubon - Walter Ellison 1a4°

American Birds-and Audubon Field Notes (£960*8) - Walter Ellison

Bulletin of New England Bird Life amd Records of New England Birds -
Walter Ellison

Still to do:

DMZ

Smithsonian

Michigan

Bird Lore

Museum of Natural Hlstory

Gew> T VT - Goo
CODES FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS: Codes for historical records were discussed.
Definitions were accepted as on the attached sheet.




HISTORICAL RECORDS: After dividing into working groups the Committee reconvened
to vote on historical records. BAbout two thirds of the permding records were
dealt with at the meeting. Sally amd Julie will get together a complete list of
historical records accepted after our next meeting when the remaining perding
records are voted on.

The Committee expressed their appreciation to Walter Ellison for all of his work
in preparing the data.

NEXT MEETING: The Committee chose to meet next year on the Saturday of
Thanksgiving weekend, Saturday 28 November 1987.

There being no other business, the Committee adjourned at 5:03 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, -

Q.\\-} lc-‘\v

Sarah B. Laughlin
Chaiman

Wiyl v+



VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE STATUS CODES FOR HISTORICAL RECORDS

TO BE ACCEPTED FOR THE VERMONT STATE LIST

Accepted for state list. Retrievable specimen, authentically collected
in Vermont, with unambiguous data related to or attached to the specimen.

Accepted. Identifiable photograph of a living bird or of a no longer
retrievable specimen, correctly attributed to Vermont.

Accepted. Sight record, indeperdently and carefully detailed by two or
more observers judged competent. Retrievable specimen when data
supporting attribution is not directly attached or unambiguously related
to the specimen but judged highly convincing amd definitely from Vermont.

Accepted. Sight record, convincingly detailed by one or more observers
judged competent. Clearly identifiable sound recording of bird's voice
submitted with data on date and Vermont location of recording by the
person who made the recording.

Accepted or Not Accepted (Rejected): cases considered individually on

IIIa) Sight record with adequate details by one or more knowledgeable

IIIb) Sight record with no supporting details by one or more observers
judged highly competent and reliable to be used when circumstances make
retrieval of further data on the sighting impossible;

IIIc) Reference to a no longer retrievable specimen by a highly competent
ornithologist when it is judged that he or she examined the specimen

III1d) Retrievable specimen without attached data when specimen lists
or other such related data leave little doubt of the specimen's
attribution to Vermont;

IIle) Identification by sound by a competent observer.

Code Definition

IA

IB

IIA

IIB

ITI.
their merit.
observers;
personally;

v
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Not Accepted (Rejected). Any sight record, specimen, reference to a
specimen, or recording which is judged inadequately documented to fall
into one of the above categories. A record of a bird judged escaped from
captivity or of a speciment introduced but not established as a breeding
species in the United States.



