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VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE AGENDA
7 SEPTEMBER 1985

Call To Order by Chairman Sarah B. Laughlin
Minutes of 8 September 1984 Meeting to be read and accepted.

Historical Reports and the Vermont List
New form
Sources to check
Wayne Scott's note

Remarks from our long-suffering Editorial Assistant
Julie Nicholson ©°

Break into working groups to review BVRs

LUNCH!!IZI@'P%L'IO )

Reconvene to vote on BVRs

Other business > Sy e . Y elett

Next Year's Meeting =
Date and time @

'ADJOURN



MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE S @ 1

7 September 1985 G) «Teh M
Cub)
PRESENT
Voting Committee Members: Walter Ellison, Pat Pratt, William J.
Norse, Doug Kibbe, Mike Maurer, Sally

Laughlin

Editorial Staff: ‘ Nancy L. Martin, Julie Nicholson (for
part of meeting)

ABSENT Whitney Nichols, Frank Oatman, Cheryl
Boise

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sally Laughlin at 10:30
AM,

Quorum: With six of the nine voting members present, there was a
quorum (a quorum represents one-half of the voting members).

MINUTES: The Minutes of the 8 September 1984 meeting were read by
Nancy L. Martin. Acceptance was Moved, Seconded, and Voted.

PROCEDURAL RULES: To reiterate, our procedural rules are that:

A FIRST STATE RECORD must be accepted by unanimous vote. A FIRST
STATE RECORD accepted as HYPOTHETICAL must have a 3/4 majority vote.

Acceptance and rejection of ALL OTHER RECORDS by a 2/3 majority vote.

HISTORICAL RECORDS:

Progress in developing a state list was again discussed. Our first
step was to review all museum collections likely to have Vermont
specimens. Progress to date:

Reports on collections surveyed.

1. Middlebury College collection

Wayne sent reports by letter: "I have reviewed the Middlebury College

collection in the past. A few of the birds, none of any significance,

have appropriate tags detailing collection date, location and person

doing the collecting. The rest are not tagged at all or the tags have

been lost long ago. This is truly a disaster as there are three

Long-billed Curlews and a Boreal Owl in the collection. I know of no

other collections in this area except for the one at Dead Creek."

2. Hartland Nature Club collection

Walter Ellison has reviewed the situation, and reports that the

Hartland Nature Club has nothing for our state list.

3. Pember Museum

Bill Norse reports that he has gone through the Pember Museum

collection and found several specimens of interest.

- Golden Eagle, Haystack Mountain, Pawlet, Vermont, May 12, 1863;
female.

- Peregrine Falcon, Wells, Vermont, October 12, 1891, female

- Peregrine Falcon, Haystack Mountain, Pawlet, Vermont, October 16,

1889, female.

Eared Grebe, Wells, Vermont, female, October - no year recorded -

(first state record!)



- Common Loon, Wells, Vermont, November 8, 1870.

- Red-throated Loon, Wells, Vermont, October 14, 1864.

These reports were accepted by the Committee.

4. Montshire Museum Collection

Walter Ellison reported that he has conducted an exhaustlve review of

the Montshire Museum collection. He located 113 specimens of Vermont

birds in the total collection of 337»spec1mens. Of particular

interest are:

- Leach's Storm-Petrel, Whlte-talled Tropicbird, Northern Gannet, and
Henslow's Sparrow.

A xerox of all the full list is attached to the minutes.

5. Fairbanks Museum

6. University of Vermont Collection

Frank Oatman reports by letter that he surveyed the Fairbanks and UVM

bird skin collections quite thoroughly some time ago. A copy of both

surveys was sent to VINS and he has copies as well. We should prepare

these reports as Historical Records for acceptance next year.

7. Dead Creek Collection

Last year, Chris Fichtel photographed many of the Dead Creek

collection at the Vermont Fish & Wildlife office at Dead Creek in

Addison. We need to review these photographs and see if the

information is complete.

That leaves to do:

1. Museum of Comparative Zoology

2. BAmerican Museum of Natural History

3. UCLAa

4., National Museum in Washington

5. Review Green Mountain Audubon michrofiche

HISTORICAL RECORD FORM

A draft form was circulated and improvements suggested. This form
will be used to collect data, and the VBRC will vote on whatever
records can be compiled for our meeting next year.

Photos should be taken of specimens wherever possible. What do we
want forms on? All “rarities" - i.e. anything with less than 10 state
records or any nesting species of Endangered, Threatened, or Species
of Special Concern status. For reports accepted, a scale indicating
the strength of the record to differentiate the strongest records from
the weaker (but still acceptable) ones was discussed. Walter will
draft such a form. The strongest records will be those with
retrievable data, like a specimen.

REVISION OF "LIST UPON WHICH VBRS ARE REQUIRED".

Glossy Ibis off (should be on field card)
Stilt Sandpiper off

Red Knot off

Red-necked Phalarope off

Eurasian Wigeon yes - still need

Orchard Oriole only nesting records

Red-headed Woodpecker only probable & confirmed nesting
(Revised list attached)

What is "out of season"? After discussion, the committee determined
that one month in either direction from field card dates would be
necessary before requiring a BVR.



SEASONAL CHECKLIST REVISIONS

We should indicate the species for which we require details on
breeding - perhaps with an *, We should add a space for address and
telephone number. We should put in * on Long Billed Dowitcher.

The following committee action was taken: It was Moved, Seconded, and
Voted to accept the following records:



