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AGENDA

Vermont Bird Records Committee

8 September 1984

vCALL TO ORDER By Chairman Sarah B. Laughlin
Minutes of 11 September 1983 Meeting -
/BROCEDURAL

Review of Camittee Structure ws
Procedures
Vermont Audubon Council action adding

Frank Oatman to Cammittee

REVISION CF LIST QOF SPECIES UPON WHICH BVRs
SHOULD BE REQUESTED

OLD BUSINESS

proamme

1) vSp 83-7: Gyrfalcon - C. Alexander (more info sought

by C. Fichtel)
2)v"Sp 83-2: Thayer's Gull - (more info sought by D. Kibbe)
3) vSp_83-14: hybrid Teal - Chan Robbins letter
4) .photographing specimens at Dead Creek
5) H. Redpolls- any specimens located in Vermont?

BREAK INTO WORKING GROUPS TO REVIEW BVRS
LUNCH BREAK
RECONVENE TQ, VOTE ON BVRs

involving new Bennington Chapter and Bird Conference
meetings versus mail ballot (DKP)

Yy

-

ESTABLISHMENT OF A VERMONT STATE LIST
OTHER BUSINESS?

ADJOURN



MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE - 8 September 1984

PRESENT: Voting Cammittee Members: Walter G. Ellison, Frederick H. Pratt,
Whitney D. Nichols, William J. Norse, Michael J. Maurer, Sarah B.
Laughlin

Editorial Staff: Nancy L. Martin, Julie Nicholson

ABSENT: Voting Cammittee Members: G. Frank Oatman, Douglas P. Kibbe,
Cheryl Boise

CALL TO ORDER:

MINUTES OF THE
IAST MEETING:

PROCEDURAL
DISCUSSIQN:

REVISION OF
LIST UPON
WHICH BIRD
VERIFICATION
REPORTS
SHALL BE
REQUIRED:

The meeting was called to order at 10:40 a.m. by Chairman
Sarah B. Laughlin at the Vermont Institute of Natural Science's
headquarters in Woodstock, Vermont, with a quorum of the
Camittee members present.

The minutes of the 11 September 1983 meeting had been sent
to the Cammittee previously. Nancy read the minutes,

-omoitting the list of species accepted and rejected.

Acceptance was moved, seconded and voted.

The following change to the procedural structure was moved,
seconded and voted.

A first state record being accepted as hypothetical does not
require a unanimous vote. It needs only to be a three-fourths
majority.

This revises our procedural rules to read that:
A first state record must be accepted by unanimous vote.

A first state record being accepted as hypothetical must have
a three-fourths majority vote.

Acceptance and rejection of all other records is by two-thirds
majority.

The Cammittee, at same point in the future, may wish to reraise
first state records which were rejected by one or two negative
votes. However, the Cammittee felt that this.should not be
discussed without a fuller Camittee attendance than was present
today.

Discussion: With the newly printed field cards (which came in

for high praises fram everyone) it is necessary to again review
which species we wish to require BVRs upon. A verification

report will continue to be requested upon any species not

included on the Daily Field Card, and for any species significantly
outside the usual occurrence dates in Vermont. In addition, the
Camittee wishes to require BVRs on the following species: '

BVRS required in all seasons for: 1. Golden Eagle

. Red Knot

Red-necked Phalarope
Cammon Barn Owl

> W N



2 - Minutes of the Vermont Bird Records Caumittee - 8 September 1984

. Long—eared Owl

6. Three-toed Woodpecker

7. Black-backed Woodpecker
(outside the Northeast
Kingdam)

8. Orange-crowned Warbler

9. Yellow-breasted Chat

10. Orchard Oriole

In addition, asterisked nesting species will be required
when the following species are observed in proper breeding
habitat during the breeding season (with exceptions

noted) :

1. Pied-billed Grebe

2. Least Bittern
(Except for West Rutland Marsh,
Dead Creek and Missisquoi)

3. Great Egret -
(between 15 May & 15 July)

4. Northern Shoveler

5. American Wigeon

6. Ring-necked Duck

7. Lesser Scaup

8. Osprey (if confirmed or probable)

9. Bald Eagle (if confirmed or probable)

0. Northern Harrier

(outside Champlain Valley)

11. Cooper's Hawk (if confirmed or probable)

12. Peregrine Falcon (if not at hack sites)

13. Spruce Grouse

14. Sora (except for Barton River drainage,
West Rutland Marsh, Dead Creek &
Missisquoi)

15. Upland Sandpiper

16. Short-eared Owl

17. Red-headed Woodpecker (if confirmed or
probable)

18. Gray Jay (outside the Northeast Kingdam)

19. Sedge Wren )

20. Loggerhead Shrike

21. Grasshopper Sparrow

22. Pine Grosbeak

23. Red Crossbill (if confirmed breeding)

24, White-winged Crossbill (if confirmed
breeding) '

Julie Nicholson brought up several procedural matters. The
Bird Verification Report form should be revised to specifically
ask for more detailed descriptions. Walter will revise it. It
will be sent to the Committee to approve.

The Seasonal Checklist Form should be revised to require
addresses and phone numbers. We should also urge people to be
specific as to where the bird was seen. Julie will request



STATE LIST: The continuing problem of developing a state list was discussed.
There is no central source of data on what constitutes first,
second, third, fourth through tenth state records. Whether
records reported in Spear are good and reliable records or not,
is not clear. In order to prepare a proper working list we
must research museums, starting by researching their catalogs
and then photographing specimens. We must contact Frank Oatman
to see what information he has fram his research. We must
research these museum collections and other sources of
information:

T/l)/Montshire Museum (Walter will)

2) Museum of Comparative Zoology

3) American Museum (Whit will)

4) uUCta

5) Dead Creek

6) Frank Oatman's data

7) National Museum in Washington (? Brian Farrell)
y Pember Museum

Hartland Nature Club (Walter will) flo ¥€ced¥>

10) Fajrbanks Museum

11) UVM Collection

12) Middlebury College

When we meet to work on the state list, we must get Wayne
and Don here too.

ADJOURNMENT: Adjournment was moved, seconded and voted at 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

QG\\\‘) )o‘h,)\\_\.-

Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman
(with the help of Nancy L. Martin)

2/8/85

Attached: Draft of BVR revised form
)\"ﬁ’\- QQ @ UQ.S actl&f‘)
Yive S GRuUtls ve ye T



THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

August 1984

A standing camnittee consisting of the Seasonal Editors of the Records of
Vermont Birds, the Managing Editor of the Records of Vermont Birds and the
regional editor(s) for American Birds.

This Coamittee's function is to establish guidelines for the reporting
of rarities and to review and verify records of rarities for inclusion
in the Records of Vermont Birds (Resolution adopted by the Vermont
Audubon Council on 18 June 1980).

Current Members (as of August 1984)
RVB Editors

Walter G. Ellison ¥
Frederick Az, Pratt v
Whitney D. Nichols ¥
William J. Norse ¥

Michael J. Maurer v/

American Birds Editors

Douglas P. Kibbe h’
Cheryl Boise [N N

Managing Editor

Sarah B. Laughlin /

Emeritus
(o g .

-\
G. Frank Oatman )/DO* h /
In addition, VINS Research Staff Member Christopher Fichtel

Design Editor Nancy L. Martin ¥
Editorial Assistant Julie Nicholson/
are invited to attend as non-voting guests,
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MATLING LIST FOR VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE August 1984

Agendas, Notices, and Xeroxes of all BVRs to:

Cheryl Boise William J. Norse
Box 34 Winhall Hollow Road
Maryland, NY 12116 Route 1 Box 179

South Londonderry, VT 05155

Walter G. Ellison
RFD #2 Box 238B Frederick A. Pratt

Woodstock, VI 05091 Ward Hill
Moretown, VI' 05660

Michael J. Maurer
Box 72 G. Frank Oatman

Westford, VI' 05494 Stone's Throw
East Craftsbury, VI 05826

Whitney D. Nichols

«RFD #4 Box 202 Christopher Fichtel
West Brattleboro, VI' 05301

Agendas and Notices (without xeroxes of BVRs to:

Douglas P. Kibbe
312 Bloamfield Street
Hoboken, NJ 07030

Julie Nicholson

Church Hill Road .
Woodstock, VI 05091

Sarah B. Laughlin

Nancy L. Martin



MEMO TO VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 14 August 1984

To Cammittee Members:

Cheryl Boise, Walter Ellison, Doug Kihbe,

Mike Maurer, Whitney Nichols, William J.
Norse, Frederick Pratt, Sarah B. Laughlin,
G. Frank Oatman -

And to Editorial Staff Julie Nicholson and Nancy Martin, and VINS Staff
member Christopher Fichtel

RE: Meeting of the Vermont Bird Records Cammittee on

Enclosed is: 1)
2)
3)
4)

Saturday, 8 September 1984

agenda

at 10:00 a.m.

Draft list BVR species
Camittee Structure
BVRs received since last meeting

for:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Cheryl Boise

Walter Ellison

Mike Maurer

Frederick Pratt (except winter)

Frank Oatman

Whitney D. Nichols

William J. Norse

one set for Nancy Martin and Chris Fichtel

If you CAN'T came, do send in your votes!!!



MEMO TO VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 14 August 1984

To Camittee Members:

Cheryl Boise, Walter Ellison, Doug Kibbe,

Mike Maurer, Whitney Nichols, William J.
Norse, Frederick Pratt, Sarah B. Laughlin,
G. Frank Oatman

And to Editorial Staff Julie Nicholson and Nancy Martin, and VINS Staff
member Christopher Fichtel

RE: Meeting of the Vermont Bird Records Committee on

Enclosed is: 1)
2)
3)
4)

Saturday, 8 September 1984

agenda

at 10:00 a.m.

Draft list BVR species
Cammittee Structure
BVRs received since last meeting

for:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

Cheryl Boise

Walter Ellison

Mike Maurer

Frederick Pratt (except winter)

Frank Oatman

Whitney D. Nichols

William J. Norse

one set for Nancy Martin and Chris Fichtel

If you CAN'T come, do send in your votes!!!
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AGENDA

Vermont Bird Records Conmittee

8 September 1984

CALL TO ORDER By Chairman Sarah B. Laughlin
Minutes of 11 September 1983 Meeting

PROCEDURAL

Review of Camnittee Structure

Procedures
Vermont Audubon Council action adding
Frank Oatman to Cammittee

REVISION OF LIST OF SPECIES UPON WHICH BVRs
SHOULD BE REQUESTED

OLD BUSINESS
1) Sp 83-7: Gyrfalcon - C. Alexander (more info sought
by C. Fichtel)
2) Sp 83-2: Thayer's Gull - (more info sought by D. Kibbe)
3) Sp 83-14: hybrid Teal - Chan Robbins letter
4) photographing specimens at Dead Creek
5) H. Redpolls- any specimens located in Vermont?
BREAK INTO WORKING GROUPS TO REVIEW BVRs

TUNCH BREAK
RECONVENE TO VOTE ON BVRs

NEW BUSINESS

involving new Bennington Chapter and Bird Conference
meetings versus mail ballot (DKP)

ESTABLISHMENT OF A VERMONT STATE LIST
OTHER BUSINESS?

ADJOURN



THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE

August 1984

A standing cammittee consisting of the Seasonal Editors of the Records of
Vermont Birds, the Managing Editor of the Records of Vermont Birds and the
regional editor(s) for American Birds.

This Comnittee's function is to establish guidelines for the reporting
of rarities and to review and verify records of rarities for inclusion
in the Records of Vermont Birds (Resolution adopted by the Vermont
Audubon Council on 18 June 1980).

Current Members (as of August 1984)
RVB Editors

Walter G. Ellison
Frederick H. Pratt
Whitney D. Nichols
William J. Norse

Michael J. Maurer

American Birds Editors

Douglas P. Kibbe
Cheryl Boise

Managing Editor

Sarah B. Laughlin
Emeritus
G. Frank Oatman
In addition, VINS Research Staff Member Christopher Fichtel

Design Editor Nancy L. Martin
Editorial Assistant Julie Nicholson
are invited to attend as non-voting guests.



DRAFT TO THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE TO BE DECIDED CN 8 SEPTEMBER 1984

Revised List of Species upon which BVRs are to be requested

Verification reports are requested for any species not included on the
Vermont Daily Field Card (as reprinted 5/84), and hence not regular in
Vermont, and for the following species:

BVRs required at all season:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
2 9)

Golden Eagle

Red Knot

Red-necked Phalarope

Common  Barn-Owl

Long-eared Owl

Three-toed Woodpecker

Black-backed Woodpecker (outside Northeast Kingdam)
Orange-crowned Warbler

Orchard Oriole

Asterisked Nesting Species reports required when observed in proper breeding
habitat during the breeding season:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
? 13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)

)

Pied-billed Grebe 2 19) Gray Jay (outside NE Kingdom)
Least Bittern 20) Sedge Wren

Great Egret 21) Loggerhead Shrike

Northern Shoveler 22) Yellow-breasted Chat

American Wigeon 23) Grasshopper Sparrow
Ring-necked Duck 24) Pine Grosbeak

Lesser Scaup 25) Red Crosshill (if CO breeding)
Osprey 26) White-winged Crossbill

Bald Eagle (1f CO breeding)

Northern Harrier
Cooper's Hawk
Peregrine Falcon
Spruce Grouse
Northern Bobwhite
Sora

Upland Sandpiper
Short-eared Owl
Red-headed Woodpecker



DRAFT TO THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE TO BE DECIDED (N 8 SEPTEMBER 1984

Revised List of Species upon which BVRs are to be requested

Verification reports are requested for any species not included on the
Vermont Daily Field Card (as reprinted 5/84), and hence not regular in
Vermont, and for the following species:

BVRs required at all season:

1) Golden Eagle
2) Red Knot
3) Red-necked Phalarope
4) Common Barn-Owl
5) Long—eared Owl
6) Three-toed Woodpecker
7) Black-backed Woodpecker (outside Northeast Kingdam)
8)“ Q;;ange-—crowned Warbler
#-®) Orchard oriole

Asterisked Nesting Species reports required when observed in proper breeding
habitat during the breeding season:

1) Pied-billed Grebe ? 19) Gray Jay (outside NE Kingdam)
2) Ieast Bittern - 20) Sedge Wren
? 3) Great Egret 21) Loggerhead Shrike
4) Northern Shoveler 22y—Yettow=breasted chat
5) American Wigeon 23) Grasshopper Sparrow
6) Ring-necked Duck 24) Pine Grosbeak
7) Lesser Scaup 25) Red Crossbill (if CO breeding)
8) Osprey( . 26) White-winged Crossbill
9) Bald Eagle (if CO breeding)

10) Northern Harrier
11) Cooper's Hawk
12) Peregrine Falcon
? 13) Spruce Grouse
—Hr—NerthernBobwhite-
15) Sora '
16) Upland Sandpiper
17) Short—eared Owl
18) Red-headed Woodpecker



MEMO TO: The Vermont Bird Records Committee

“Halter G. Ellison
tFrederick A. Pratt
Wwhitney D. Nichols
William J. Norse
vMichael J. Mawrer
vDowglas P. Kibbe
vCheryl M. Boise
+Frank Oatman

and als?,_,to: #*Don Clark,vv.fayne Scott,‘{ﬁancv
Martin, "Julie Nicholson

FROM: Sarah R. Lawghlin
1) BVR - Pleases review the enclosed new BRird
Verification Form and retwn it with any recommended
changes. We need to dwlicate more copies, and would
like to get this one finalized - so if you have

corrections please retun tham to me by 8 March.

2) 1985 Meeting will be Saturday, 7 September 1985 at
10 a.m.

at Vermont Institute of Natural Sciznce Headauarters

Woodstock, Vermont
DLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW

Agenda: 1) Accept yvears BVRS
2) Work on State List

Mmaded 221 [8S



