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MINUTES OF THE VERMONT BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE
12 September 1981

PRESENT: Voting Members:
Don Clark, Walter Ellison, Whit Nichols, Annette Gosnell, Wayne
Scott, Frank Oatman, Sally Laughlin, Doug Kibbe

Editorial Staff: Nancy Martin, Julie Nicholsep
The meeting was called to order at 11:45 a.m. by Chairman Sally Laughlin at

the Vermont Institute of Natural Science headquarters in Woodstock, Vermont,
with all members of the Committee present:

PROCEDURAL: Motion: It was moved, seconded and voted that the Committee
operate under Robert's Rule of Order, except where dealing with acceptance of
bird records. Motion: It was moved, seconded and voted that acceptance of
first state records require unanimous vote of the Committee. Records which
receive less than unanimous review in the written ballots by Committee mem-
bers shall be discussed by the Committee at their next meeting. A two-thirds
vote of the Committee shall determine acceptance or rejection of such records.

MEETINGS: The Committee shall meet twice a year in September and in the
spring (either March or April).

CATEGORY OF HYPOTHETICAL ESTABLISHED: It was moved, seconded and voted to
establish a category of "hypothetical” for records which the Committee con-
siders valid, but which are not backed by sufficient scientific data to warrant
placing on the state list. The Committee can accept a record as hypothetical
by a two-thirds vote, except for a species which would establish a first

state record, then the vote must be unanimous for acceptance.

PUBLICATION IN THE RECORDS OF VERMONT BIRDS: Seasonal editors should indicate
when rarities have been accepted by the Committee as appropriate. For
sightings not deemed rarities by the editdr, "accepted by the Committee” is not
necessary for every record upon which a BVR has been submitted. This is left
to the editor's discretion. If decision by the Committee is pending, an
asterisk should follow the record referring to a footnote which says "decision
by the Committee pending".
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After much discussion it was moved, seconded and voted that two lists shall
appear yearly in Records of Vermont Birds: A list of the species accepted and
a list of the species accepted as hypothetical. It will be clearly explained
that decisions are made within a year of submission of records and that re-
jected records will not be printed in the Records of Vermont Birds.

REVISION OF BIRD VERIFICATION REPORTS: It was moved, seconded and voted to
add ":lease type or print" on the bottom of Bird Verification Reports.

NOMENCLATURE: It was decided that the Records of Vermont Birds will continue
to use the bird names accepted by the aAmerican Ornithologists Union.

FINAL VOTE ON RECORDS: A final tally of votes has not been prepared for many
of the species reported so far to the BVR's, because Committee members have
not voted. The Chairman should resubmit to Committee members any species upon
which they have not yet voted.

VOTES ON FIRST STATE RECORDS:

Louisiana Heron ( F80--1), Brian Farrell's report of Louisiana Heron at Shelburne
Farms 17 Aucnet 1980. Brian's slide of the heron was circulated to the Com-
mittee. It was moved, seconded and voted to accept this report.

Arctic Tern (SP81-9) Mary Holland Richard's Bird Verification Report on a dead
Arctic Tern picked up in East Barnard on 13 May 1981 was discussed. The
frozen tern was produced for the Committee's examination. Whitney Nichols
graciously offered to make the specimen into a study skin. His offer was
gratefully accepted. After much discussion it was moved, seconded and voted
to accept this Arctic Tern as a first state record of the species.

Arctic Tern (SP81-8), Three separate BVRs have been filed on the Arctic Tern
sighted 12 May 1981 in Reading. Reports were submitted by Eleanor Ellis, Don
Clark and Kennecth M. Cox (Editor of New Hampshire Audubon Society's Winter
Records). The fact that these reports constitute a first state record for
this species caused the Committee some concern. There are, however, three
separate reports filed by three competent observers. It was moved, seconded
and voted to table discussion of the Arctic Tern pending the next meeting of
the Committee. Renneth Cox's BVR will be circulated to Committee members.

OTHER REPORTS DISCUSSED:

Red-bellied Woodpecker (SU80-3). & report by Richard and Dorothy Lavalle on
Grand Isle 20 ~nd 21 May 1980. A color print was submitted, which was
scrutinized by the Committee. It was moved, seconded and voted to accept
the record of the Red-bellied Woodpecker.

Turkey Vulture (W81-7). Larxy Metcalf's report of Turkey Vulture 29 January
1981 at Dead Creek was discussed. Did the fact that it was sent out without
the observer's name on it influence the Committee's judgment? The difficulties
of making acceptance decisions based on the reputation of the observer and the
details on the BVRs were discussed. Observer reputation certainly is very
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important. Careful details on the BVR are also important. It was moved,
seconded and voted to accept the record.

NO TIME:

So much time was consumed in discussion of the various issues that the
remainder of the BVRs upon which a final decision has not been made by the
Committee were not voted upon. It will have to be left until the next meeting.
There are a considerable number yet to act upon.

NEXT MEETING: The Committee should meet again in the winter - probably during
Christmas Count period, when a quorum of the members will hopefully be

present in Vermont. A list of possible meeting dates should be circulated to
the Committee before the date of the next meeting is set.

ADJOURNMENT: The Committee adjourned at 2 o'clock.
Respectfully submitted,
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Sarah B. Laughlin
Chairman



