2023 Vermont Bird Records Committee Annual Meeting
November 11, 2023 Minutes

Present: Cat Abbott, Zac Cota, Ken Cox, Sue Elliott, Chris Rimmer, Taj Schottland, Judy Sefchick, Nathaniel
Sharp, Ruth Stewart — Absent: Sue Wetmore, Bridget Butler, Chip Darmstadt. Meeting convened via Google
Meet at 9 a.m.

Minutes: Motion/Second by Ruth/Cat to accept January 1/30/2023 minutes. Passed 9-0.

¢ Results of online voting:
2023.01 Green-winged Teal (Eurasian), 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.02 Ruddy Duck, 5 Yes, 6 No
2023.03 Tufted Duck x scaup sp., see agenda New Business
2023.04 removed, duplicate of 2023.12
2023.05 Ruddy Duck, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.06 Broad-winged Hawk, 7 Yes, 4 No
2023.07 Black-backed Woodpecker, 5 Yes, 6 No
2023.08 Pink-footed Goose, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.09 Laughing Gull, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.10 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.11 Red-headed Woodpecker, 10 Yes, 1 No
2023.12 Broad-winged Hawk, 8 Yes, 3 No
2023.13 Acadian Flycatcher, 9 Yes, 2 No
2023.14 Black Tern, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.15 Yellow-throated Warbler, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.16 Gila Woodpecker, 0 Yes, 11 No
2023.17 Prothonotary Warbler, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.18 American White Pelican, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.19a Acadian Flycatcher, 9 Yes, 2 No
2023.19b Acadian Flycatcher, 9 Yes, 2 No
2023.19c Acadian Flycatcher, 11 Yes, 0 No
2023.20 Yellow-throated Warbler, 5 Yes, 5 No
2023.21 Summer Tanager, 3 Yes, 7 No
2023.22 Prothonotary Warbler, 3 Yes, 7 No
2023.23 Grasshopper Sparrow, 10 Yes, 0 No
2023.24 Swallow-tailed Kite, 10 Yes, 0 No
2023.25 Prothonotary Warbler, 10 Yes, 0 No
2023.26 Swallow-tailed Kite, 10 Yes, 0 No
2023.27 Blue Grosbeak, not polled
2023.28 Great Blue Heron, not polled
2023.29 LeConte’s Sparrow, not polled
2023.30 Ruddy Duck, not polled
2023.31 Vesper Sparrow, not polled
2023.32 Ring-necked Duck, not polled
2023.33 Grasshopper Sparrow, not polled
2023.34 Marbled Godwit, not polled



RARE SPECIES Reports Reviewed: 75% of those voting needed for approval.

2023.02 Ruddy Duck (Reviewer: Cat) Motion by Cat/second by Zac to Not Accept. Passed 9-0 (out-of-season)
2023.06 Broad-winged Hawk (Sue E for Bridget) Chris/Nathaniel moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0 (out-of-
season)

2023.07 Black-backed Woodpecker (Ken) Ken/Zac moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.11 Red-headed Woodpecker (Chris) Chris/Ken moved to Accept. Passed 8-1

2023.12 Broad-winged Hawk (Taj) Photo only showing back of perched bird. Out of Season. Red-Shouldered
also possible. Voting deferred for Chris and/or Nathaniel (eBird reviewers) to follow up with a raptor expert.
2023.13 Acadian Flycatcher (Judy) Judy/Chris moved to Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.16 Gila Woodpecker (Zac) Zac/Nathaniel moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.19a Acadian Flycatcher (Nathaniel) Nathaniel/Cat moved to Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.19b Acadian Flycatcher (Cat) Cat/Judy moved to Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.20 Yellow-throated Warbler (Ruth) Chris/Zac moved to Not Accept. Passed 8-1

2023.21 Summer Tanager (Zac) Zac/Chris moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.22 Prothonotary Warbler (Sue E for Sue W) Taj/Cat moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.27 Blue Grosbeak (Sue E for Bridget) Zac/Cat moved to Accept. Passed 9-0 This bird was discovered
and identified by a 10-year-old lad.

2023.28 Great Blue Heron ((Ken) Ken/Zac moved to Not Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.29 LeConte's Sparrow (Taj) Taj/Nathaniel moved to Accept. Passed 9-0

2023.30 Ruddy Duck (Sue E for Sue W) Zac/Judy moved to Accept. Passed, 9-0 (out-of-season although
reported as Rare)

2023.31 Vesper Sparrow (Judy) Judy/Taj moved to Accept. Passed 9-0 (out-of-season)

2023.32 Ring-necked Duck (Chris) Chris/Zac moved to Accept as a nesting record. Passed 9-0

2023.33 Grasshopper Sparrow (Nathaniel) Nathaniel/Cat moved to Accept. Passed 9-0 (out-of-season)
2023.34 Marbled Godwit (Ruth) Ruth/Cat moved to Accept. Passed 9-0

¢ Membership Committee — (Zac Cota and Bridget Butler). Please let Zac know if you are interested
in joining the Membership Committee and/or have suggestions of people to invite to serve on the
VBRC. Procedures state a minimum of 8 members with no term limits. There is no max number
stated in the Procedures document. Current members - 12.

¢ New Business:

e Abstentions in voting — Continue current practice. Abstentions are not permitted.

e Hybrids — continue current practice to not consider hybrids

e Online voting — Continue, but change to: VVotes through Online VVoting must be Yes or No
unanimously by a quorum (75%) of the Committee.

e Co-chair for 2024 — Sue E 4" term will expire in 2024. Who is interested in being her
understudy next year? (Thank you, Sue, for your EXCELLENT tenure as Chair).

e January 2024 meeting TBD to follow up remaining 2023 RSDs, update the Vermont Bird
Checklist and discuss any other matters to come before the VBRC.

Meeting adjoined10:30 a.m.
Ruth Stewart, secretary pro temp



Vermont Bird Records Committee Annual Follow-up Meeting (virtual)

24 March 2024 Meeting Minutes, 5-6 pm.

(recorded by Taj Schottland)

In attendance: Zac Cota, Chip Darmstadt, Ken Cox, Cat Abbott, Bridget Butler, Chris Rimmer, Ruth
Stewart (by phone), Taj Schottland, Sue Elliott (by phone). Absent: Judy Sefchick, Nathanel Sharp, Sue
Wetmore

The meeting was called to order by Taj.
Old Business: Minutes: Chris moved to accept November 11, 2023 minutes; Ruth 2nd. Approved.

Results of online voting (observers notified):
2023.35 Fox Sparrow, 7-4 to accept

2023.36 Swainson’s Hawk, 10-1 to accept
2023.37a Painted Bunting, 11-1 to accept
2023.37b Painted Bunting, 6-5 to accept
2023.38 American White Pelican, 10-1 to accept
2023.40 Ovenbird, 11-0 to accept
2023.41Common Nighthawk, 4-7 not to accept
2023.42 Summer Tanager, 11-0 to accept

Review and voting on RSDs (75% needed to accept):

2023.12 Broad-winged Hawk - Chris/Nathaniel (we reviewed this submission previously, and Chris and
Nathaniel agreed to seek outside expert opinion on the photos; we'll hear what they learned, discuss, and
vote). In written notes, Nathaniel recommended we don’t accept. Alvaro Jaramillo (a well-known
birding expert from CA) was consulted and suggested it is likely an odd RTHA. Chris moved not to
accept; Seconded by Taj. Not accepted. (9-0).

2023.35 Fox Sparrow - Taj Schottland

Taj moved to accept; Seconded by Zac. Accepted (9-0).

Chris to talk with the Mountain Birdwatch coordinator and recommend they ask participants to try and
get recordings of any Fox Sparrows they encounter this year.

2023.36 Swainson’s Hawk - Cat Abbott

Fifth reported sighting from Putney Mountain Hawkwatch;

Cat moved to accept; Seconded by Sue E. Accepted (9-0).

2023.37a Painted Bunting - Zac Cota-Weaver

37a RSD was lacking, but the 37b RSD confirms the observation.

Zach moved to accept; Seconded by Taj. Accepted (9-0).

2023.38b American White Pelican - Bridget Butler

Bridget moved to accept; Seconded by Chris. Accepted (9-0).

2023.39a Ash-throated Flycatcher - Judy Sefchick

2023.39b Ash-throated Flycatcher - Nathaniel Sharp; Judy sent notes; suggested approval.

Ken moved to accept as the first state record; Seconded by Bridget and Sue. Accepted (9-0).



2023.41 Common Nighthawk - Chip Darmstadt

Unprecedented time of year; It’s showing up in eBird even though we haven’t accepted it; Zac to follow
up with Richard Littauer, (a new regional eBird reviewer) to go over proper reviewer procedure for
species submitted to the VBRC

Chip moved to not accept; Seconded by Zac; Not accepted. (9-0).

RSD voting summary:

2023.12 Broad-winged Hawk - Not accepted
2023.35 Fox Sparrow - Accepted

2023.36 Swainson’s Hawk - Accepted
2023.37a and 37b Painted Bunting - Accepted
2023.38b American White Pelican - Accepted
2023.39a Ash-throated Flycatcher - Accepted
2023.39b Ash-throated Flycatcher - Accepted
2023.41 Common Nighthawk - Not accepted

Membership Committee - Zac Cota:

Nathaniel is moving; going to be stepping down in the near future. Chad Witko reached out (see his
letter of interest below). He was also recommended to us. Zac nominated Chad to serve on the Bird
Records Committee; Seconded by Chris; Approved unanimously.

New Business:

Schedule November 2024 meeting

Scheduled our 2024 meeting for the morning of Saturday, November 9th (virtual) 10 am-3pm.
Taj will ask Kent to schedule

Chairperson for 2025-2028-any volunteers?

Chris moved for Taj to serve as committee chair. Seconded by Cat. Approved unanimously
Taj and Sue to co-chair in 2024; Taj to assume the role of committee chair in 2025



