
2021 Vermont Bird Records Committee meeting minutes: Oct 5, 2021, Nov 13, 2021, Jan 26, 2022 

 

2021 Vermont Bird Records Committee Meeting                                  October 5, 2021                                        

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

Call to order at 7:08 p.m.  Attending: Nathanial Sharp, Ruth Stewart, Sue Wetmore, Sue Elliot, Taj 

Schottland, Ken Cox, Spencer Hardy, Craig Provost.  Absent: Chris Rimmer, Kent McFarland, Zach Cota-

Weaver    (Ruth Stewart asked to take minutes)  

  

Review and voting on 6 RSDs. 

a) 2021.01 Say’s Phoebe – (Chris/Ken) – Chris emailed his report suggesting acceptance. Ruth moved 

approval, Sue W -seconded.  Unanimous approval. 

b) 2021.08 Pacific Loon – (Nathaniel) – reference to specific bird in photos uncertain. Identity uncertain. 

Nathaniel moved to reject. Taj seconded. Rejected unanimously.   

c) 2021.09 Oregon/Northern Junco – (Ruth) Adult Canadian Rocky Mountain female Slate-colored Junco 

is almost identical to Oregon Junco. There are 15 subspecies of Junco. Historically, Committee has not 

(discussed) voted on subspecies. Ruth moved to reject. Taj seconded.  Rejected unanimously.   

d) 2021.10 Pacific Loon – (Craig) Clear description. Craig moved to accept. Spencer seconded. Unanimous 

approval. 

e) 2021.15 Fish Crow – (Taj) April 3 ‘heard’ observation; date too early for young COCR. Known area for 

nearby sightings. Taj moved to accept. Nathanial seconded. Unanimous approval. 

f) 2021.17a Trumpeter Swan – (Spencer) Documentation poorly done but other reports/photos for area. 

Would be 10th state record, so should be taken off list for required RSD. Spencer moved to accept. Sue E 

seconded. Unanimous approval. 

Sue E and Ken will do the follow up (thank you/status) letters/e-letters to all who submitted RSDs.  

 

Potential new members (Bridget Butler, Cat Abbott, Judy Sefchick): discussion & vote. Ruth moved to invite 

these three to join the VBRC. Nathanial seconded.  All were interested. Kudos to Zach and his committee for all 

the legwork on vetting these candidates.  Sue E will try to get in touch with Zac (wandering the West) to see if 

he would extend our invitation to join the VBRC and also attend our Annual Meeting in Nov. Or – Sue will do 

the invite.  

 

Annual Meeting 

i) Saturday, November 13;  

ii) Format: Virtual from 9-11 and 1-3 (if needed)  

iii) Agenda:  Review recent RSDs (Oct 10 set as deadline for submission); subspecies discussion?  

Review Membership Subcommittee report (feb 2021) on process to add new members  

 

Ken shared a letter from Kent McFarland. He wishes to step down as a voting member from the VBRC but will 

continue as IT/data manager.  Note this from VBRC webpage: 

“A Data Manager/s shall be selected by the membership who: monitors RSDs and posts for members 

to review, archives RSDs annually, updates web site, posts minutes, and reports, maintains the 

database of RSD’s submitted since 1980, and maintains the Vermont Bird Checklist.” 

 

Ken handed over the gavel to Sue Elliott as new VBRC Chairperson who will preside at Annual M. 

 

Adjournment no later than 9:00 p.m. – 9:08!    

 

Ruth Stewart, Recorder Pro Tem 

 



 

 

 

2021 Vermont Bird Records Committee (VBRC) Annual Meeting 

November 13, 2021   Via Zoom 
 

Attending: Cat Abbott, Bridget Butler, Judy Sefchick (new members). Zac Cota (arrived for vote on 2021.24 

and on), Ken Cox, Sue Elliott (Chair), Spencer Hardy, Craig Provost, Chris Rimmer, Taj Schottland, 

Nathaniel Sharp (not present for afternoon votes), Ruth Stewart (Secretary Pro tem), Sue Wetmore.   

Minutes:  Ruth moved to accept the minutes of 1/26/2021 and 10/5/2021 meetings, Sue W 2nd.  Approved 

unanimously.  

Old Business: Sue E reviewed process for reviewing RSDs. From the VBRC webpage:  

At least once prior to the annual meeting, RSDs (but not including potential first state records) are reviewed 

electronically by each Committee member through an electronic survey.   

After reading the RSDs, Committee members vote on each RSD as either “accept” or “not accept”. For a 

record to be accepted, the electronic results need to be unanimous. RSDs that are ‘not accepted’ (not 

unanimous) will be discussed at the annual meeting. Thus, if there is any question about a RSD that needs to 

be brought up with the rest of the Committee, a vote to “not accept” will require a discussion. 

All observers submitting RSDs (Rare Species Documents) reviewed at the 10/5/2021 meeting have been 

notified of decisions. eBird reviewers have also been notified of decisions. Sue E will send copy of form letters 

to ‘freshmen’ members. 

 

Sue E reported that eight RSDs were unanimously voted to be accept or not accepted via online survey prior to 

this meeting. These results were sent to the VBRC members prior to the meeting and are included at the end of 

these minutes. 

 

Review and voting on RSDs.  

g) 2021.33 - Western Sandpiper: Spencer moved to accept. 2nd by Sue. Accepted,12-0. 

h) 2021.44 - Northern Gannet: Spencer moved to accept. 2nd by Sue W. Accepted, 12-0. 

i) 2021.18 - Gray-cheeked Thrush: Craig moved not to accept. 2nd by Taj. Not accepted 12-0. 

j) 2021.19 - Fish Crow: Ruth reported. Nathaniel moved to accept. 2nd by Craig. Accepted 12-0. 

k) 2021.22 - Little Egret: 1st State Record: Chris moved to accept. 2nd by Nathaniel.  Accepted 

unanimously 12-0. 

l) 2021.24 - Broad-winged Hawk: Craig moved not to accept. Chris 2nd Not accepted 13-0.  

m) 2021.25b - Dickcissel: Judy reporting. VBRC deferred review to request an RSD update by 

observer to confirm nesting.  

n) 2021.27 – Out of Season. Eastern Meadowlark: Nathaniel moved to accept. 2nd by Sue W. 

Accepted 13-0. 

o) 2021.31 - Little Gull: Zac moved to accept. 2nd by Ken Accepted 13-0.  

p) 2021.32 - Western Sandpiper: Sue W moved to accept. 2nd by Chris. Accepted 13-0. 

q) 2021:34 - Gray-cheeked Thrush: Ruth reported. VBRC concluded that it is very difficult to 

separate Gray-cheeked Thrush and Bicknell’s in the fall (or even without vocal or visual, in-the 

hand access. Ruth moved to not accept BITH. 2nd by Nathanial. Not accepted 13-0. Ruth then 

moved to accept report as Gray-Cheeked/Bicknell’s. 2nd by Chris. Accepted 13-0. 

r) 2021.35, Mexican Violetear: 1st State Record. Chris moved to accept. 2nd by Sue W. Accepted 

unanimously 13-0. 

s) 2021.36 - Gray-cheeked Thrush/Bicknell’s Thrush: Zac moved to not accept GCTH/BITH. 2nd 

by Chris. Not accepted 13-0. Sue W moved to accept as Catharus sp. 2nd by Ruth. Accepted 13-0. 



t) 2021.37 - Gray-cheeked Thrush: Taj moved to not accept as GCTH. 2nd by Chris. Not accepted 

13-0. Chris moved to accept as GCTH/BITH. 2nd by Sue W. Accepted 13-0. 

 

Zoom meeting adjourned at 11:08 a.m.  Resumed at 1 p.m, Craig rejoined at 2 p.m. 

 

u) 2021.38 - Western Tanager: Sue W moved to accept. 2nd by Ruth. Plumage not conclusive for 

juvenile Western or Scarlet Tanager. Bridget will send report to tanager researcher/specialist 

Alvaro Jaramillo for review. Tabled voting until January meeting.  

v) 2021.40 - Nelson’s Sparrow (Atlantic Coast) (subspecies): Taj moved not to accept. 2nd by Ken. 

Not accepted 11-0.  

w) 2021.42 - Gray-cheeked Thrush/Bicknell’s Thrush: Ken moved to accept as GCTH/BITH. 2nd by 

Chris. Accepted 10-1. 

x) 2021.43 - Swainson’s Hawk: Bridget moved to accept. 2nd by Sue Wetmore. Accepted 11.0. 

y) 2021.45 - Bell’s Vireo: 1st State Record. Cat moved to accept. 2nd by Taj. Accepted 12-0. 

 

Discussion/decision points made during RSD review: 

• Zac and Bridget will review RSD form and the directions for use to make more user- friendly. 

For example, reports need to stand alone without reference to ‘seen by… the day before’. Media 

should be only that of bird under review.  

 

Discussion of species to remove/add to RSD requirement list:  Activated the Taxonomic Review 

Subcommittee: (Ken/Craig/Chris – advisory) to: 

• Review adding subspecies to checklist and requesting RSDs for some subspecies. (examples: 

Northern REHA, Eastern and Western Willet).  

• Add dates for Western Sandpiper. 

• Define geographic parameters for reporting Trumpeter Swan as well as add expected dates. 

 

Checklist changes: Voted to add + to Chipping Sparrow; (+ means RSD no longer required for out-of-

season sightings) and remove requirement for reporting Fish Crow in Burlington, Brattleboro and 

Bennington areas (eBird reviewers need to be alert to sightings in other areas) 

  

Review of Membership Subcommittee Procedures (4/21 draft) – (Membership Committee: Zac, Sue E and 

Craig)  

• Committee felt membership procedural document should stand alone and not be integrated into VBRC 

general procedural documents.   

• Ruth felt there should be specific language to establish a Membership Subcommittee. 

• As the first to go through this (evolving) vetting process/procedure for VBRC membership, Bridget, Cat 

and Judy (the “freshmen’ members) welcomed the opportunity to reflect in their ‘interest letters’ on 

what and how they could contribute to the VBRC. They also suggested a time frame be set up for the 

process. 

• VBRC asked to review once again towards approving at our January meeting.  

 

2020 RSD report:  Nathaniel and Kent completed the 2020 report. Kudos for a meticulous, thorough summary 

of the 2020 RSDs. With this process fresh off the press, the 2021 report could be posted in a timely manner.  

 

VBRC Updates: Spencer announced he is stepping off the VBRC. Everyone thanked Spencer for his 

contributions over the years. Zac will continue on the committee although he anticipates being in Salt Lake City 

where he plans to pursue a career in nursing.  

 

New Business: 



• Set a deadline of Jan 10, for submission of anymore 2021 RSDs. Agreed that online surveys could be 

done by Chair created document rather than Survey Monkey program that we had been using.  

• Next meeting: tentative January 26, 2022 Zoom meeting to tie up 2021 business. 7 p.m. 

• Accepted Ruth’s offer to be minute taker for next meeting. 

• Reviewed possible timeline for 2021 annual report. 

• Zac suggested that it would be helpful if the Vermont Bird Checklist was searchable online to see if an 

RSD is required. 

 

Submitted by: Ruth Stewart Sec pro tem 

The following RSDs were unanimously voted before the meeting via online survey:  

·      2021.21 Fish Crow, Accept, 8-0 

·      2021.23 Northern Three-toed Woodpecker, Not Accept, 7-0 (someone skipped this question) 

·      2021.25a Dickcissel, Accept, 8-0 

·      2021.28 Little Gull, Accept, 8-0 

·      2021.29 Trumpeter Swan, Accept, 8-0 

·      2021.30 Trumpeter Swan, Accept, 8-0 

·      2021.39 Brown Booby, Accept, 9-0 

·      2021.40 Grasshopper Sparrow, Accept, 9-0 

 



Vermont Bird Records Committee Meeting  

Jan 26, 2022, 7 p.m. (Via Zoom) Minutes 

 

The VBRC Annual Meeting (via Zoom) was convened by Chair, Sue Elliott at 7:20 p.m.  

 

Present: Cat Abbott, Bridget Butler, Ken Cox, Sue Elliott, Taj Scottland, Judy Sefchick, Nathaniel Sharp, Ruth 

Stewart.  Absent: Zac Cota, Craig Provost, Chris Rimmer, Sue Wetmore. A quorum was present: i.e. ¾ of 

members. 

 

 Minutes: Ken moved to accept 11/13/2021 minutes. 2nd by Cat. Approved. 

 

Results of online voting: Instead of using Survey Monkey, Sue circulated a list via her email. Members felt this 

worked well. Chair could easily see who had voted and voters could add comments to qualify their vote. 

However, this round included only 12 RSDs. How will it play out if there are more RSDs? 

• 2021.46 Blue Grosbeak, 10 Yes  

• 2021.49 Leach’s Storm-Petrel, 10 No  

• 2021.50 Pied Billed Grebe, 9 Yes, 1 No  

• 2021.51 Pied-billed Grebe, 10 Yes  

• 2021.52 Yellow-bellied Kingbird sp., 6 Yes, 4 No  

• 2021.53 Harlequin Duck, 7 Yes, 3 No  

• 2021.54 White-crowned Sparrow, 10 Yes  

 

 Review and voting on RSDs:  

• 2021.38 Western Tanager: Re-vote - Specie was discussed at Nov 21 meeting. Opted to seek opinion from 

Alvaro Jaramillo, who is more familiar with this bird in the west. 

• “(It) looks like this is a particularly late juv. Scarlet Tanager….The Juvenal plumage of Scarlets is not 

kept all that long, and often they are up high in trees. Usually, they are being fed still when they are in this 

plumage, and by the looks of that big mess of bugs in its bill, it was likely being fed by an adult female. You 

can age it from the streaky look to the breast, the green edging and general loose look of the feathers. You can 

even see some fleshy gape in the last two photos. These coverts will be dropped and replaced before migration, 

so they will lose the wing bars, but it is not an uncommon pattern.” 

 

Ruth moved not to accept RSD as Western Tanager. Ken 2nd.  Not accepted.  Concurred with Jaramillio’s 

opinion that bird was a juvenile plumage Scarlet Tanager female but not included in motion.   

 

• 2021.47a Dickcissel: (Zac)         Ruth moved to accept the two Dickcissel reports (same bird)  

• 2021.47b Dickcissel:  (Ruth)        as 1st nesting record, Bridget 2nd.  Accepted 

 

• 2021.48a Razorbill: (Cat)   Cat moved to accept. 2nd by Ruth.  Accepted  

• 2021.48b Razorbill: (Craig)    Accepted as probable same bird as 48a   Sue E. will ask Sue Wetmore to do an 

RSD for her Razorbill sighting seen at Champlain Bridge about same date.   

 

• 2021.49 Leach’s Storm-Petrel: (Taj)  Taj moved not to accept. 2nd by Nathaniel.  Not Accepted   

 

• 2021.50 Pied-billed Grebe: (Bridget) . Bridget moved to accept as a nesting record. Taj 2nd.   Accepted.  

Perhaps a specie that can be removed from the list of ‘reportable’ specie.  

 

• 2021.52 Yellow bellied Kingbird sp.: (Judy)  Judy moved to accept as a Yellow-bellied Kingbird sp. Cat 2nd.  

Accepted. Although members felt this was probably a Western Kingbird, they did not include the ‘suggestion’ 

in the motion.    

 



• 2021.53 Harlequin Duck: (Ken)  Ken moved acceptance. Ruth 2nd. Accepted.  NOTE: Consensus was to 

accept ID of male Harlequin. Inadequate information as to a possible female Harlequin ‘seen’ at same time. 

Photo included in the RSD is of a male HADU and Common Goldeneye female.   

 

2021.54 White Crowned Sparrow: (late submission) RSD not required for this species. Consensus to accept 

without review.  

 

2021.55 Northern Gannet: (late submission) Bird found 12/20/21 along road near Bradford, VT 

Rescued and taken to VINS for three days before care transferred to Center for Wildlife in Neddick ME. Bird 

released in ME on Dec 27th. Bridget moved acceptance. Ken 2nd. Accepted 

Sue E to check with VINS for more information on this bird.  

 

2021.56 (pending) Razorbill:  Reported from Orwell a month after 2021.48a & b. Cat moved acceptance and 

Ruth 2nd.  Accepted.   

 

Membership Committee (Sue E, Zac Cota, Craig worked on the Procedures)  

Sue E moved acceptance of VBRC Membership Subcommittee Procedures (Draft 4/21) as attached to the 

agenda. 2nd by Ken.  

Discussion: Ruth commended the committee tasked with documenting the process to add new members to 

VBRC.   However, she felt there should be a line added to the Procedures document stating how the 

Membership Subcommittee is formed. And the last sentence of paragraph 2 should be added to that statement. 

Thus: A Membership Subcommittee shall be formed/appointed? by the VBRC to recommend candidates for 

VBRC membership. The Committee will consist of at least three VBRC members with a Chair appointed by 

consensus of the committee.  The 4/21 Draft starts with responsibilities but does not include any language about 

how committee is formed and the info specifying the structure is after the responsibilities.  

 

Further, the draft references a VBRC Member Position Description document which does not yet exist. Ruth 

suggested that link/reference should be removed until such time as the Description is created and approved by 

the VBRC.  Since none of this was presented as a motion, there was no action on these suggestions. Sue E 

‘moved the original question.’ Document adopted by a 7-1 vote.  Sue suggested that further changes can be 

considered by the Membership Subcommittee and voted on the by VBRC as needed. It was important to have 

this working document in place.   

 

Old Business: (per-Nov 2021 minutes)  

• Bridget and Zac are working on revising RSD form 

• Ken/Craig/Chris on the Taxonomic Review Subcommittee 

 

New Business:  

• Ken and Chris? Working on document on Bicknell vs Gray Cheek identification 

• Set November 12, 2022 as next ‘tentative’ meeting date.  Additional meetings            announced as 

needed.  

• Ruth volunteered as Minute-taker for coming year  

• Nathaniel (and Kent- the ‘data manager’) and VBRC will prepare the annual report (by Feb 28??) 

• Additional members? Currently 12 (max 15).  Decided to maintain the status quo. No departures 

anticipated. However, recommendations can be made any time to the Membership Subcommittee who will keep 

a roster of potential candidates to consider if needed.  The document says a Chair will be appointed by 

consensus of the committee, but should that read consensus of the Sub-committee?  

 

The meeting was adjourned sometime around 8:30 pm?? 

Ruth Stewart, Secretary pro temp.  
 


	Present: Cat Abbott, Bridget Butler, Ken Cox, Sue Elliott, Taj Scottland, Judy Sefchick, Nathaniel Sharp, Ruth Stewart.  Absent: Zac Cota, Craig Provost, Chris Rimmer, Sue Wetmore. A quorum was present: i.e. ¾ of members.

