RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when
requested, of rare or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into
a permanent file and should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed
annually by the Vermont Bird Records Committee, which evaluates records for their
acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in the state bird list.

SPECIES: Long-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus scolopaceus)
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)

J. Eddy Edwards

85 Courser Road
Enosburg Falls, VT 05450
Eddy edwards@fws.gov

Judy Edwards

85 Courser Road

Enosburg Falls, VT 05450

Judy sefchickedwards@fws.gov

Ted Murin

77 Overlook Drive

South Burlington, VT 05403
tam@surfglobal.net

Craig Provost

P.O. Box 1241

Stowe, VT 05672
Cprovost88@gmail.com

Dick Lavallee
St. Albans, VT
dickilava@comcast.net

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

Highgate Springs, Vermont (Franklin County)
Dead Creek Outlet Hotspot (as described in E-bird)

DATES: September 17, 2016 (Eddy Edwards and Judy Edwards)

September 22, 2016 (probably the same juvenile bird observed by Ted Murin,
Dick Lavallee, Craig Provost, and Eddy Edwards). No photos taken.



TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:

September 17, 2016 (12:10 pm to 2:30 pm). At least 40 minutes spent studying this
particular bird.

September 22, 2016 (9:00 am to 9:25 am).
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:

Maximum: 50 yards Minimum: 15 yards
WEATHER:

Wind direction: South

Wind speed: 10-15 mph

Sky cover: Partly cloudy

Light in relation to observer's position: Slightly behind the observers or to the south
of the observers.

Temperature: 72-75F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Swarovski EL 8.5x 42 binoculars

LECIA 60X spotting scopes

Cannon ESO 60D with EF 100-400 mm zoom lens

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR
FORMS:

Observers (Edwards) first time observation in Vermont. Observers have seen long-billed
dowitchers in six states including: Alaska, California, Florida, Minnesota, New Mexico
and Texas. Observer (Provost) has seen long-billed dowitcher in Washington.

Observers (Edwards) have seen short-billed dowitchers in ten states including: Alaska,
California, Delaware, Florida, Massachusetts, Minnesota, North Dakota, New Jersey,
Rhode Island, and Vermont.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __ X Tape Recording __No Specimen
__No__

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? Thumb drive included with this
report plus photos attached to this report.




HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Missisquoi Bay (open water habitat). Bird was roosting 75 yards off an emergent
shoreline in 1-2 inches of water (submerged mudflat). Associated with black-bellied

plovers, American golden-plovers, and dunlin.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction
to observer)

The bird spent most of it’s time resting with bill tucked in behind the wing. For a brief
period the bird spent some time probing the mud in a rapid manner.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

Observers recognized that song is the best way to determine species but no sounds
were detected during the observation period.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that

observers will take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides,
etc. Additional pages with sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape:

Larger then dunlin and about the same size as black-bellied plovers which were roosting
with the bird. Chunky shorebird with a relaxed hunchback posture and long bill.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Grayish head and neck contrasting with the buffy breast. White supercilium brightest at
the base of the bill to the eye - then fading to non existence past the eye towards the
nape. Slightly shallow (sloped) forehead and dark eye.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):

Olive-yellow long legs and long straight dark bill. No evidence of a slight bend at the tip
of the bill.

Upper back:
Center scapulars feathers were black with rufous edging.
Lower back and rump:

The bird gave us no opportunity to look at the coloration of lower back and rump during
our viewing.

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Tertials, greater and median coverts were light black to grayish in color with rufous
edging with no inter markings. Wings did not extend past the tail.



Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Breast consisted of a buffy wash fading to white in the belly region. Flanks had some
barring but not a lot. Vent was white.

Undertail coverts white and black bars. White bars greater in width than black bars
unlike the tail region.

Tail (shape, length, markings):

Width of black bars greater than width of white bars in tail. Tail was longer than the
primaries.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS

Short-billed dowitcher was eliminated based on the following reasons:

1. Wider width of the black bars greater than width of white bars in tail. Short-billed
dowitchers have equal width between white and black bars.

2. Lacks of no inter markings in the tertials and greater coverts. Juvenile short-
billed dowitchers often have “tiger stripping” or rufous markings in the tertials and
greater coverts.

3. Relaxed body posture supported a hunchback appearance which generally
favors a long-billed dowitcher posture.

4. Juvenile short-billed dowitchers are usually more colorful due to the internal
markings on the tertials and greater coverts. This particular bird’s coloration was
duller in appearance.

5. While difficult to judge in the photos submitted with this report the observers did
not see any downward kink in near the tip of the bill which is usually an indication
of a short-billed dowitcher.

IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

See above
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

Juvenile. Sex unknown.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after __ X the

observation, or written from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print): J. Eddy Edwards & Jud,y/ ngchick-Edwards
4 // /,,../
m%;(

MAILING ADDRESS: 85 Courser Road, Enosburg Falls, Vermont, 05450

SIGNATURE (not req’d)













