RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Prothonotary Warbler

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Craig Provost
P.O. Box 1241
Stowe, VT 05672

LOCATION: along Black Creek Trail, Mississquoi NWR, Swanton, VT
DATE: 9/17/2016

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Frst observed around 9:50 am and then sporadically as
the bird continued to forage in the relatively thick understory. Last observation at roughly 10:20 am.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 30 feet; Minimum 6 feet

WEATHER: Partly cloudy; winds southerly at an estimated 10 to 15 knots. Was mostly in the
shade with sunshine coming through foliage.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Kowa Genesis 10 x 42. Initial observation was naked eye, then binoculars
were used. Then focus was on getting photographs.

Photographs taken with a Nikon D7100, with a 55-300mm zoom lens.

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
Many times in various places in the Southeastern US. This is my third experience with Prothonotary
Warbler in Vermont.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photographs attachedto this report

HABITAT: Mature hardwood river bottom with relatively dense understory growth. Location of
observation along a creek with slow to stagnant flow. Habitat reminiscent of areas this specie
frequents in the south although different plant species, and minus the alligators and cottonmouths.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: Actively foraging and feeding with other passerines.Bird stayed no more than
15 feet above ground; not observed in upper branches of the larger hardwood trees in the area.

VOCALIZATION: None heard
DESCRIPTION:

Relative size and shape: Close in size to Red-Eyed Vireo it was initially associated with. Tail
short relative to body.

Head: Head yellowish with darker yellow mottling on crown, behind the eye and the back of
the head. Eye black.



Feet and Bill: Legs and feetwere dark relative to plumage. Bill fairly heavy, reminiscent of a
vireo bill except more tapered, and pointed at tip.

Upper back: Similar in color to the mottling on the head.

Lower back and rump: Not clearly seen during observation.

Wings: Observed dark gray wings. Poor quality photo attached shows dark primaries and
coverts.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Bird showed bright yellow from the throat down to
the lower belly where white began transitioning to all white on the undertail.

Tail: Relative to body tail appeared short. FFom below, dark tail feather tips with white of
undertail extending into the middle of the tail.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION
AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Initial view was nearly straight overhead, captured in one of the attached photographs. The bright
clear yellow from base of the bill on the throat down and no streaking at first processed as Wilson’s
but then the white undertail eliminated that and yellow warbler. Eventual views of the entire bird
added further field marks to complete the ID.

COMMENTS: Based on the mottling on the head and back of neck believe this to be a 15t year bird.

Notes were not taken during, nor after the observation. At the time, after viewing the bird with
binoculars to identify the bird, | focused entirely on getting photographs.

Craig S. Prowvost

P.O.Box 1241 Stowe, VT 05672

DATE: 9/18/2016









