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BIRD SIGHTING REPORT

Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla)
August 20, 2016
One juvenile

Missisquoi Bay, Lake Champlain, approximately 500 meters north-northwest of the mouth of
the Rock River, Highgate. (43.993° latitude, -73.090° longitude.) Habitat here is a shallow
bay with mud and sand shoreline and some vegetation. Bird was foraging about 100 to 150
meters offshore beyond the vegetation line.

This bird was observed at approximately 10:07 a.m. for about 5 minutes as it sat on the water
and flew around foraging. The bird was observed at distances ranging from roughly 400 to
800 meters. The sky was sunny with the sun at the observers backs, the wind about 5 miles
per hour from the south, the air temperature was about 77 degrees Fahrenheit and water
temperature about 74 degrees Fahrenheit. Atmospheric distortion was minimal at this
distance. Observations were made with Zeiss 8x42 TFL binoculars, a Nikon 20-45x 60mm
spotting scope, and a Celestron 8-inch Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope fitted with a Celestron
18mm X-Cel LX eyepiece (effective 113x magnification) mounted on a custom platform,
Manfrotto 3066 video head, and Manfrotto 132XB heavy duty tripod. Overall viewing
conditions were excellent.

This bird first appeared as a medium-sized, medium brown gull while perched on the water.
It was slightly smaller than nearby Ring-billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis) and structurally
similar though slightly more slender. The bill was black, relatively long, tapered and slightly
drooped at the end. The eye was dark and framed in a light though subtle, split eyering, The
brown of the head, nape, and sides of the upper breast gave way to a clean white belly and
undertail. The brown coverts and scapulars were lightly edged, some of which was subdued
presumably due to wear. The primaries and secondaries were very dark brown, near black.
The secondaries had a white trailing edge which nicely framed the dark secondaries with the
light edging of the greater coverts. Very dark brown, broad tail band (nearly entire tail) which
beautifully contrasted with the bright white rump. Legs and feet were not noted in flight,
though legs appear dark brown or bronze and feet black in Dick's photos.

This bird was first seen perched on the water. It soon took flight and foraged in the
company of several adult Ring-billed Gulls, occasionally dropping to the water to presumably
retrieve tasty morsels. There were also several Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias), Greater
and Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca and T. flavipes), Mallards (Anas platyrhynchos),
Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca), and one Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) foraging nearby. All
seemed amicable and no interactions were observed.

Distinguished as Laughing Gull by size, overall brown plumage with white belly and undertail
and near black flight feathers, black and slightly drooped bill, dark legs and feet, white rump
and near black tail. Distinguished as juvenile by the black bill, dark tail, and extent of brown
plumage.
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PHOTOS (BY RICHARD LAVALLEE)

Photos by Richard Lavallee August 20, 2016, 8:41 to 8:43 a.m.

NOTES This bird was first discovered by Richard Lavallee at this location at approximately 8:35 a.m.

OBSERVERS Richard and Dorothy Lavallee, St. Albans, VT
Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403

DATE OF REPORT  August 20, 2016; updated August 21 to add Dick's photos.
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