RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Black-headed Grosbeak
NUMBER OBSERVED: one

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addressesifavailable) Hilke Breder, 625 Black
Mountain Rd, Brattleboro, VT 05301

LOCATION: (place, township, county) 625 Black Mountain Rd, Brattleboro, Windham County
DATE :July 25, 2016

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 8 Am, observed about one minute

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum__ 30ft _ Minimum____

WEATHER: clear and quiet

wind direction wind speed

sky cover light cloud cover lightin relation to observer's position south ofme
temperature____about72 degrees F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Nikon SuperiorE 8 x 32

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: Iam well acquainted
with Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Pine Grosbeak and Evening Grosbeak. See photos on my website:
http://onejackdaw.com /Finches Blackbirds Cardinals Grosbeak Redpoll/index 3.html
http://onejackdaw.com /Finches Blackbirds Cardinals Grosbeak Redpoll/index 4.html

http://onejackdaw.com /Finches_Blackbirds_Cardinals_Grosbeak _Redpoll/index_5.html

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) |was sitting at a coffee table in my
living room looking out through a large picture window across anarrow deckat a crab apple tree fightin
front of the deck. Frequentvisitors are titmice, chickadees, phoebes, various flycatchers, mourning doves,
blue jays, robins,and humming birds. | enjoy watching them and keep my binoculars close athand. The
Black-headed Grosbeak was abird | had never seen before . It was sitting in a cleararea on a twig close to
the edge of tree. | watched it with my binoculars for abouta minute while itwas picking at various leaves
until it flew off toward the westout of my view.


http://onejackdaw.com/Finches_Blackbirds_Cardinals_Grosbeak_Redpoll/index_3.html
http://onejackdaw.com/Finches_Blackbirds_Cardinals_Grosbeak_Redpoll/index_4.html

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner offlight, displays orinteractions, reaction to obs erver)
Picking at leaves. I had a 34 view ofthe bird’s rightside

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)
None

DESCRIPTION: (Describe whatyou actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies offield notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: It looked plump and was similar in size to the other grosbeaks I have seen.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): dark head with white bands around it.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): characteristic grosbeak bill

Upper back :not seen

Lower back and rump: not seen

Wings (shape, length, markings): Saw justa small portion ofthe rightwing. It was black and had a white bar
on it. The bar was aboutthe width of a pencil.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: clear orangey chunky chestand underparts.

Tail (shape, length, markings): notseen.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? As noted above I am familiar with all the other grosbeaks in our area.
The beak immediately identified the bird to me as a grosbeak.

COMMENTS: (was age or sexdetermined?, etc.) | lookeditup in The CrossleyGuide to Eastern Bird and
identified itas a female orimmature male Black-headed Grosbeak..| grabbed mycamera, went outside and
scannedthe area but did not see it again.|l also played a BHG song on myiPode to lure it back but no
success.



This report was written from notes taken during immediatelyafter __as reported in detail on eBird _the
observation, or written from memory__ x (please attach copies of notes if available) | reported my
observation to Spencer Hardy who is the eBird rep for this area and he encouraged me to make this report

NAME (print)_Hilke Breder_SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS _625 Black Mountain Rd, Brattleboro, VT 05301

DATE _8/16/2016

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



