RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Prothonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea)
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses If avalable)
Cathryn Abbott and Mick Baisley, 407 Purple Mountain Road, Dummerston, VT 05346
LOCATION: (place, township, county)
Helen Buckner Memonial Preserve, Galick Road, West Haven, VT
DATE: May 14, 2016
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 3:15 p.m. (45 mins)
DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum__ 30m___ Minimum_10m___

WEATHER: Partly sunny and pleasant

wind direction __n/a wind speed ___ nia
sky cover __partly sunny light in relation to cbserver's position n/a
temperature 65F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Lelca Ultravid 10 x 42 Binos

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
We've previously seen this species in Florida

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __ X Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this Information deposited? Attached and on eBird

HABITAT: (be as detaded as possible, include associated bird species)
Swampy, riparian area. Bird was first seen at the base of a red maple bordenng a slow-moving river.
Multiple Lowsiana waterthrushes were active in the immediate vicinity.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: {feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction 1o cbserver)

Bird altemated between singing and foraging. Watched him pick off several large Insects that clung to the
bark of the red maple tree. Bird then flew across the road to forage in low shrubs at the base of a ciff. Bird
was always seen low, near the ground.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) Bird sang loudly. It was the loud, emphatic singing that ariginally caught cur
attention. *Sweet, sweet, sweet, sweet, sweet’. Almost as loud as an ovenbird.



DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that cbservers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting fleld guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
coples of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: Warbler. Lemon yellow body. Prominent dark eye. Gray wings. White undertail
caverts.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape). Yellow head. Prominent dark eye.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Straight pointed bill.

Upper back: Yellow.

Lower back and rump: Gray.

Wings (shape, length, markings): Solid gray wings. No wing bars.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: All yellow except for the underrated coverts which were white.

Tail (shape, length, markings): Gray tail.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? We heard this bird singing (twice) as we drove out of the Preserve and
didn’t immediately recognize the song. It sounded a bit like a black-and-white but much louder and richer: We
discussed the possibilities, still couldn't identify it, so we turned around and returned to the Preserve. Bird was
still singing and we guickly located it at the base of a red maple tree. Ruled out yellow warbler (on the basis of
the song) but also because there was no red streaking, no eye-ring and such obvious contrast between wings and
body color. That was really the only bird we consciously considered and ruled out. The habitat was wrong lor
pine warbler and there were no wing bars. We had just seen yellow-throated vireos and blue-winged warblers
up the trail (both with wingbars).

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, elc.)

This report was wntten from notes taken durng immediately after the observation, or written
from memory _ X (please attach coples of notes if available)

NAME (print)___Cathryn Abbott and Mick Baisley SIGNATURE (not req'd)

MAILING ADDRESS 407 Purple Mountain Road, Dummaerston, VT 05346
DATE ___12/5115

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbre@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055












