
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 

Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 

Please print or type 
 
SPECIES: Orange-crowned Warbler 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) 
Nicole Hazlett 
108 Main St. Apt 3 
Windsor, VT 05089 

 
LOCATION: (place, township, county) 
Lake Runnemede Windsor, VT – seen on trail between Pine St and Main Dike 

 
DATE: 5/3/2016 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 6:40 am  - observed bird for approx. 2 minutes  
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  Maximum_12m____    Minimum_10m____ 
 
WEATHER:  
 
wind direction _not detectable_______ wind speed  __calm – 0 on Beaufort Scale______ 
 
sky cover _overcast______      light in relation to observer's position – Sun was approx. 90 degrees to 
bird from my standpoint, and lighting was very good, since there was significant cloud cover. 
temperature__45 degrees F_________________________ 

 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)  Nikon Monarch 10X42 
 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 
I have seen Orange-crowned warblers a handful of times in northern California and have observed 
closely related species extensively. I worked at a migration site on the Louisiana gulf coast where I 
recorded foraging behavior observations on Tennessee warblers and have seen many Nashville 
warblers here in the Northeast. 

 
 
 
 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 

 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
On a trail surrounded by woody shrubs and low flowering trees with many branches. Lake was to 
one side of this area and a residence with ornamental shrubs and trees to the other side. There 
was a large mixed species flock of mostly MYWAs, a NAWA, a BAWW, as well as several BCCH and 
a few TUTI.  



 
 
 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to obs erver) 
Quickly darting around thin limbs (1 inch in diameter or less) and branches of flowering 
bushes/trees, probing flowers with bill with a skill and pace quite reminiscent of Tennessee 
Warblers.   

 
 
 
 
VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) 
No vocalization. 

 
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 

 
Relative size and shape: relatively small as far as warblers go (smaller than MYWAs who were in the 
vicinity for comparison), dainty bill 
 
 
Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): entire upper portion of head (crown/nape cheeks) uniformly 
olive in color with a slight yellow wash. Throat same but more yellowish. A darkish thin eye line was 
visible, as well as at least the upper portion of the white eye-ring. 

 
 
Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):  unsure of color of bill or feet, but bill was small and thin.  
 
 
Upper back: Olive - similar to head 
 
 
Lower back and rump:  similar to head and upper back 
 
 
Wings (shape, length, markings): no wing bars, olive in color, similar to head and back 
 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:  breast/belly had some faint olive streaking, and was dull 
yellowish. Undertail coverts were a bit more yellow, but still had some dullness/olive wash.  

 
Tail (shape, length, markings):  Olive, no markings, nothing remarkable about shape that I recall  
 
 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND 
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 

 
Distinguished from Tennessee by facial coloration (Tennessee has a distinct whitish eye line), 
yellow vs white undertail coverts and general lack of any gray coloration at all. Also distinguished 
from Nashville by head coloration. Nashville’s gray head contrasts with the yellow body 
dramatically. 

 
 
 
 



 
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) unsure, but probably an adult male due to the amount 
of yellow on the bird.  
 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken immediately after the observation, with some additional 
details written from memory _____  (please attach copies of notes if available) 

 
 

NAME (print)__Nicole Hazlett_________________________SIGNATURE (not 
req’d)_____________________ 
 

MAILING ADDRESS ___108 Main St. Apt 3 Windsor, VT 
05089_________________________________________________________ 
 

DATE _5/11/16_________________ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 

Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


