RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare or
unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and should be
as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird Records
Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in
the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Black-throated Green Warbler

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Zacheriah T. Cota-Weaver 17 Elm St. Apt. 3 Waterbury, VT 05676
Remy Lary 819 Buttles Road Hancock, VT 05767
Graham Bates 39 Huntington Place Rochester, VT 05767

LOCATION: 39 Huntington Place, Rochester, VT 05767

DATE: 01/02/2016

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 09:40 10 minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum_35 feet_  Minimum_20 feet_

WEATHER:

wind direction _North___ wind speed __ 10mph____

sky cover _clear___light in relation to observer's position temperature_low South light__10F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Eagle Optics 8x42 (Cota-Weaver), Swarovski 10x50 (Lary)

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
Regularly occurring and breeding species encountered often in Spring, Summer and early Fall.
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo _Yes____ Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?_See eBird report

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Visiting bird feeders outside residence. Seen out in open and also taking cover in nearby bush.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)
Actively feeding on what appeared to be cracked corn and millet. No other species present at time of observation,
although mixed flock of AMGO, BCCH, and PUFI had been visiting same feeders five minutes earlier. Showed little
concern with observers who took great care not to startle the bird.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

Several single sharp chip notes given throughout encounter, never in succession.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take



field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape:
BCCH size with typical Setophaga warbler shape and posture.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Olive crown continuing into nape and back. Olive eye line and patterning under eye. Face otherwise yellow. No
discernible eye-ring. Throat a mottled black with yellow tinge.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):

Thin black bill just longer than distance from eye to bill.

Upper back:
Olive color continuing from nape and crown.

Lower back and rump:
Continuation of upper back coloration.

Wings (shape, length, markings):
Wings extend about one third of tail length when held parallel to body. Faded white wing bar on trailing edge of wing
coverts.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
Faded lemon yellow area on central fading into white belly, white undertail coverts. Flanks showing faded black line
extending from black on throat.

Tail (shape, length, markings):
Upper tail color uniformly dark gray-black, underside very light gray-white with darker tip. Tail length comparable to
length of folded primaries.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Initial photo posted to Vermont Birding Facebook group on 12/30/2015 by original finder (Bates) was not entirely
conclusive for BTNW vs. Townsend’s Warbler which has documented East Coast winter vagrancy. While this bird had
a faded yellow area on central chest, it was not nearly as extensive as seen in pictures of winter TOWA and did not
extend into flanks. Black flanks of this bird were more extensive and not as well defined as streaky black flanks of
TOWA.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) Male, age undetermined.

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S26606493

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after the observation, or written
from memory _yes _ (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print)_Zacheriah T. Cota-Weaver SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS _17 EIm Street Apt. 3 Waterbury, VT 05676

DATE _01/14/2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055


http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S26606493

