
RARE  SPECIES  DOCUMENTATION  
Records  of  Vermont  Birds  

  
  
The  following  form  has  been  prepared  to  encourage  full  documentation,  when  requested,  of  rare  
or  unseasonal  birds  in  the  state  of  Vermont.  These  reports  are  put  into  a  permanent  file  and  
should  be  as  detailed  as  possible.  New  reports  are  reviewed  annually  by  the  Vermont  Bird  
Records  Committee,  which  evaluates  records  for  their  acceptability  to  future  researchers  and  for  
inclusion  in  the  state  bird  list.  
  
Please  print  or  type  
	
  
SPECIES:	
  Pacific	
  Loon	
  (Gavia	
  pacifica)	
  NON-­‐‑BREEDING	
  PLUMAGE.	
  	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and  addresses  if  available)    
Taj  Schottland  
67  King  Street,  Unit  B  
Burlington,  VT  05401  
	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place,  township,  county)  Champlain  Bridge,  looking  northwest  on  the  lake.  Chimney  Point,  
Addison  County.    
	
  
DATE:	
  November	
  24,	
  2015.	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  1515	
  –	
  1525	
  (10	
  minutes)	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum__400  meters___        Minimum_200  meters____	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  
	
  
wind  direction  __light  and  variable______   wind  speed    _3  mph______  
  
sky  cover  __Partly/mostly  cloudy__            light  in  relation  to  observer's  position:  W/NW  
Wtemperature____35°_____________________  
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make,  power,  etc.)  Nikon  82mm  ED  Field  Scope.  25x-­75x  zoom  eye  piece.    
	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
	
  
I’ve	
  seen	
  this	
  species	
  on	
  multiple	
  occasions	
  along	
  the	
  West	
  Coast	
  in	
  California	
  and	
  Oregon.	
  I’ve	
  also	
  seen	
  Arctic	
  
Loon	
  in	
  California.	
  I	
  have	
  extensive	
  experience	
  with	
  Common	
  and	
  Red-­‐‑Throated	
  Loons	
  on	
  the	
  east	
  coast.	
  I've	
  
been	
  looking	
  for	
  an	
  east	
  coast	
  Pacific	
  Loon	
  for	
  years.	
  As	
  such,	
  I've	
  closely	
  studied	
  dainty	
  COLOs	
  and	
  oddly	
  
plumaged	
  RTLOs	
  hoping	
  to	
  turn	
  them	
  into	
  a	
  PALO.	
  But	
  today's	
  bird	
  was	
  strikingly	
  obvious.	
  Initial	
  identification	
  
took	
  less	
  than	
  10	
  seconds	
  and	
  close	
  study	
  for	
  approximately	
  10	
  minutes	
  confirmed	
  my	
  initial	
  ID.	
  Head/bill	
  
shape,	
  neck	
  pattern,	
  and	
  head	
  color	
  all	
  clinched	
  the	
  ID.	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo  __None____  Tape  Recording  _None_____  Specimen  _None_____  
  
If  yes  to  the  above,  where  is  this  information  deposited?__________NA__________________________  
	
  
HABITAT:  (be  as  detailed  as  possible,  include  associated  bird  species)  
Bird	
  was	
  resting	
  on	
  Lake	
  Champlain	
  when	
  first	
  found.	
  It	
  then	
  began	
  diving	
  frequently	
  for	
  food.	
  Swam	
  
next	
  to	
  a	
  Common	
  Loon	
  for	
  about	
  a	
  minute.	
  A	
  total	
  of	
  3	
  Red-­‐‑throated	
  Loons	
  and	
  5	
  Common	
  Loons	
  were	
  
present	
  as	
  well.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  



BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding  actions,  manner  of  flight,  displays  or  interactions,  reaction  to  observer)  
Was	
  feeding	
  frequently.	
  It	
  dove	
  for	
  about	
  30	
  seconds	
  at	
  a	
  time,	
  and	
  then	
  it	
  would	
  surface,	
  sit	
  on	
  the	
  water	
  
for	
  a	
  short	
  period	
  before	
  diving	
  again.	
  Every	
  time	
  it	
  dove,	
  it	
  resurfaced	
  farther	
  away	
  from	
  land	
  where	
  I	
  
was	
  standing.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
VOCALIZATION:	
  (song  or  calls)  	
  
  
None.  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe  what  you  actually  saw  during  the  observation.  We  hope  that  observers  will  take  
field  notes  during  the  observation  and  before  consulting  field  guides,  etc.  Additional  pages  with  sketches  and  
copies  of  field  notes  are  encouraged.)  
  
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  
Obvious	
  small	
  loon	
  in	
  non-­‐‑breeding	
  plumage.	
  	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown,  cheeks,  eye,  throat,  nape):  
Striking	
  grey	
  head	
  and	
  nape,	
  petite	
  looking	
  head.	
  Clean	
  white	
  throat	
  with	
  fine	
  demarcation	
  between	
  
dark	
  grey	
  neck	
  and	
  white	
  throat.	
  No	
  “V”	
  marking	
  on	
  the	
  neck.	
  Never	
  held	
  its	
  head/bill	
  upward	
  like	
  a	
  
RTLO.	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and  Bill	
  (shape,  color,  length):  
Feet	
  not	
  seen.	
  Bill	
  was	
  smaller	
  than	
  a	
  Common	
  Loon	
  and	
  not	
  as	
  long	
  and	
  pointy	
  as	
  a	
  red-­‐‑throated	
  loon.	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  
Dark.	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  
Dark	
  on	
  the	
  back.	
  Did	
  not	
  see	
  rump.	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape,  length,  markings):  
Also	
  dark	
  above.	
  Did	
  not	
  see	
  it	
  spread	
  its	
  wings.	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  
Breast	
  and	
  belly	
  were	
  white.	
  No	
  obvious	
  white	
  flank	
  patch.	
  All	
  dark	
  except	
  when	
  it	
  rolled	
  a	
  little	
  bit,	
  
exposing	
  white	
  lower	
  flanks.	
  	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape,  length,  markings):  
Not  observed  in  flight.  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
	
  
The	
  below	
  notes	
  were	
  taken	
  in	
  the	
  field	
  (with	
  only	
  minor	
  editing	
  afterwards	
  to	
  clear	
  up	
  grammar,	
  etc.…):	
  
	
  
Ruled	
  out	
  COLO	
  based	
  on	
  overall	
  small	
  size,	
  small	
  bill,	
  neck	
  pattern	
  (no	
  white	
  v	
  breaking	
  into	
  the	
  clean	
  
grey),	
  and	
  petite	
  head	
  shape.	
  	
  
	
  
Ruled	
  out	
  juvenile	
  Red-­‐‑throated	
  Loon	
  (RTLO)	
  based	
  on	
  clean	
  white	
  throat	
  pattern,	
  head	
  shape,	
  short	
  bill.	
  
Bill/head	
  was	
  never	
  held	
  in	
  typical	
  upward	
  RTLO	
  fashion.	
  	
  
	
  
Ruled	
  out	
  adult	
  RTLO,	
  in	
  part,	
  based	
  on	
  neck	
  pattern:	
  the	
  split	
  between	
  dark	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  and	
  white	
  
front	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  occurred	
  along	
  the	
  front	
  half	
  of	
  the	
  neck.	
  Most	
  of	
  the	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  neck	
  was	
  dark,	
  not	
  
white	
  as	
  would	
  be	
  expected	
  on	
  a	
  RTLO.	
  
	
  
No	
  white	
  flank	
  patch,	
  ruling	
  out	
  Arctic	
  Loon.	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was  age  or  sex  determined?,  etc.)  
I  did  not  see  the  diagnostic  “chin  strap”  that  most  adult  Pacific  Loons  will  show  at  close  range.  This  
leads  me  to  believe  this  bird  was  likely  a  juvenile.  
  
  
  
This  report  was  written  from  notes  taken  during  __X___immediately  after  _X____  the  observation,  or  written  
from  memory  _____    (please  attach  copies  of  notes  if  available)  
  
eBird  checklist:  http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S25986437  
  
  
NAME  (print)___Taj  Schottland_________SIGNATURE  (not  req’d)_____________________  
  
MAILING  ADDRESS  __67  King  Street  Unit  B,  Burlington,  VT  05401_________________  
  
DATE  ___12/27/15_______________  
  
Return  electronically  (preferred)  to:  vbrc@vtecostudies.org  or  mail  to:  Vermont  Bird  Records  
Committee,  Vermont  Center  for  Ecostudies,  PO  Box  420,  Norwich,  VT  05055  


