RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

SPECIES: RUBL

NUMBER OBSERVED: 30 (conservative count)

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Sarah Carline, 44 Alfred Buck Lane, Pittsford, Vermont
LOCATION: (place, township, county) Depot Hill Road, Pittsford, Vermont

DATE: 12/17/15

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 8:46 am start of checklist, actually spent at least 30 minutes on
blackbirds.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 40 feet Minimum 15 feet
WEATHER: cloudy
wind direction n/a wind speed n/a

sky cover 100 % cloudy light in relation to observer's position n/a temperature__seasonally warm,
around 40 degrees

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) camera Canon Powershot SX1 1S, binocs Swarovski EL 8.5 x
42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: Have observed them for
several years each spring when they migrate through on nearby trail along Otter Creek, occasionally see them in
NEK Vermont/Maine in summer.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Yes Tape Recording yes Specimen no
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited Photos in checklist, recordings on inaturalist.

http://www.inaturalist.org/observations/2487037
http://www.inaturalist.org/observations/2487217

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) near Otter Creek, seasonal
floodplain area with silver maplesalong mud lined creek, grass/hay fields on one side of creek, this year first
year of corn planted on the other side of creek. Corn not yet cut. Blackbirds, both Rusties and RWBL going
up/down from nearby trees to corn. Most of flock were rusties, only a few RWBL.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) Heard
fast Rusty song at first, a bit different from usual spring song. Flock was off of road about 50 feet. After
hearing them, went over smaller creek through field closer to them. Males slowed singing at first, but after
about 15 minutes of sitting, resumed singing. Many males singing at once, fast jumbly version like this:

http://macaulaylibrary.org/audio/206450 Only a few females seen, one photo of female in checklist.

Checked for female/immature RWBL, COGR, EUST, Brown-headed cowbird in the group to be sure count
was accurate.




VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) chuks and song, see above

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.) Male and female Rusty blackbirds in flock at top of tree flying down to
uncut corn field and back up to tree. Usually see them flipping over leaves near river banks, and despite a
small side creek and otter creek close, did not see them doing this.

Relative size and shape: medium sized blackbird

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Light eye, rusty edges on males. Females very light eyebrow with
darker line around eyes.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): slim bill compared to COGR, RWBL. Dark bill, not thin yellow and held
up like starling.

Upper back: upper back with rust color for males, light rust on females

Lower back and rump: black/dark

Wings (shape, length, markings): upper wings lacking yellow or red stripe of RWBL, only some rusty edges
at top of wing. Females had darker wings than rest of body.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Breast, belly - dark overall for males, light buff/rust on females

Tail (shape, length, markings): Females had dark tails, males black, med. tail.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? Checked for RWBL immatures and RWBL females, checked for starlings,
common grackle. There were only a few RWBL mixed in the flock, mature males, immature males. Counted 42
birds total at once (some may have been down in corn), so I have taken a conservative count already. No signs of
starlings or Grackles. No Brown headed cowbirds in mix by sight or sound.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) Most males, a few females only.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after _X the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME Sarah Carline

MAILING ADDRESS 44 Alfred Buck Lane, Pittsford, Vermont 05763
DATE 12/17/15

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org




