
RARE	
  SPECIES	
  DOCUMENTATION	
  
Records	
  of	
  Vermont	
  Birds	
  

	
  
	
  

The	
  following	
  form	
  has	
  been	
  prepared	
  to	
  encourage	
  full	
  documentation,	
  when	
  requested,	
  of	
  rare	
  or	
  
unseasonal	
  birds	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  of	
  Vermont.	
  These	
  reports	
  are	
  put	
  into	
  a	
  permanent	
  file	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  as	
  
detailed	
  as	
  possible.	
  New	
  reports	
  are	
  reviewed	
  annually	
  by	
  the	
  Vermont	
  Bird	
  Records	
  Committee,	
  which	
  
evaluates	
  records	
  for	
  their	
  acceptability	
  to	
  future	
  researchers	
  and	
  for	
  inclusion	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  bird	
  list.	
  

Please	
  print	
  or	
  type.	
  

	
  

SPECIES:	
  	
  Hooded	
  Warbler	
  

NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  	
  	
  1	
  

OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT;	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and	
  addresses	
  if	
  available):	
  

Kenneth	
  Cox,	
  Don	
  Clark,	
  JoAnne	
  Russo	
  

LOCATION	
  (place,	
  township,	
  county):	
  	
  	
  Whipstock	
  Hill	
  Wildlife	
  Management	
  Area,	
  Bennington,	
  VT.	
  

DATE:	
  	
  	
  May	
  14,	
  2015.	
  

TIME	
  &	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  	
  0800	
  –	
  1030;	
  time	
  spent	
  observing	
  this	
  bird	
  estimated	
  at	
  30	
  
minutes.	
  

DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  Maximum	
  50	
  feet.	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Minimum	
  20	
  feet.	
  

WEATHER:	
  	
  Sunny	
  and	
  fair;	
  very	
  good	
  lighting	
  for	
  clear	
  observation	
  of	
  bird	
  and	
  minimal	
  background	
  
noise	
  (i.e.	
  VT	
  Route	
  7	
  traffic	
  noise)	
  so	
  song	
  was	
  heard	
  well.	
  	
  

Wind	
  direction	
  	
  	
  Not	
  noted.	
   Wind	
  speed	
  	
  	
  Not	
  noted.	
   	
   Sky	
  cover	
  	
  	
  Blue	
  sky	
  with	
  
scattered	
  fair	
  weather	
  clouds.	
   Light	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  observer’s	
  position	
  	
  	
  Not	
  noted.	
  

OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT	
  (make,	
  power,	
  etc.):	
  	
  	
  Swarovski	
  EL	
  8.5	
  X	
  42	
  binoculars.	
  

OBSERVER’S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  Hooded	
  Warbler	
  was	
  
observed	
  in	
  same	
  location	
  as	
  this	
  bird	
  last	
  year.	
  	
  Prior	
  to	
  this	
  my	
  experience	
  with	
  species	
  was	
  in	
  Alabama	
  
and	
  Georgia.	
  

OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo	
  	
  	
  ☒	
   Tape	
  Recording	
  	
  	
  ☐	
   Specimen	
  	
  	
  ☐	
  

If	
  yes	
  to	
  the	
  above,	
  where	
  is	
  this	
  information	
  deposited?	
  Photo	
  (taken	
  by	
  me)	
  is	
  included	
  with	
  this	
  
report.	
  

HABITAT	
  (be	
  as	
  detailed	
  as	
  possible,	
  include	
  associated	
  bird	
  species):	
  	
  	
  Area	
  occupied	
  by	
  bird	
  is	
  the	
  
lower	
  slope	
  on	
  the	
  north	
  side	
  of	
  Whipstock	
  Hill.	
  	
  Habitat	
  is	
  primarily	
  mature	
  hardwood	
  forest	
  with	
  an	
  
understory	
  of	
  scattered	
  small	
  trees	
  (species	
  composition	
  not	
  noted).	
  	
  The	
  bird	
  also	
  frequented	
  the	
  
periphery	
  of	
  a	
  small	
  forest	
  opening	
  dominated	
  by	
  vines	
  and	
  brambles.	
  	
  Warbler	
  moved	
  about	
  and	
  
frequently	
  sang	
  from	
  the	
  lower	
  elevation	
  of	
  the	
  forest	
  canopy.	
  



BIRD’S	
  BEHAVIOR	
  (feeding	
  actions,	
  manner	
  of	
  flight,	
  displays	
  or	
  interactions,	
  reaction	
  to	
  observer):	
  	
  	
  
Bird	
  tended	
  to	
  confine	
  its	
  movements	
  to	
  the	
  lower	
  elevation	
  of	
  the	
  forest	
  canopy,	
  singing	
  from	
  a	
  lower	
  
tree	
  limb	
  which	
  aided	
  in	
  getting	
  clear	
  views	
  and	
  photos	
  of	
  it.	
  	
  Singing	
  locations	
  changed	
  frequently	
  and	
  it	
  
seemed	
  to	
  have	
  several	
  preferred	
  posts.	
  

VOCALIZATION	
  (song	
  or	
  calls):	
  	
  	
  Bird	
  was	
  very	
  vocal.	
  	
  Loud,	
  clear	
  notes	
  of	
  relatively	
  short	
  song	
  could	
  be	
  
heard	
  from	
  considerable	
  distance	
  (~200	
  feet).	
  	
  Sibley’s	
  rendition	
  of	
  the	
  song	
  “tawee	
  tawee	
  tawee	
  –	
  
teeoo”	
  represents	
  well	
  the	
  song	
  that	
  was	
  heard.	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  (Describe	
  what	
  you	
  actually	
  saw	
  during	
  the	
  observation.	
  We	
  hope	
  that	
  observers	
  will	
  
take	
  field	
  notes	
  during	
  the	
  observation	
  and	
  before	
  consulting	
  field	
  guides,	
  etc.	
  Additional	
  pages	
  with	
  
sketches	
  and	
  copies	
  of	
  field	
  notes	
  are	
  encouraged.):	
  

	
   Relative	
  Size	
  &	
  Shape:	
  	
  	
  Typical	
  warbler	
  size	
  (5+/-­‐	
  inches)	
  and	
  shape.	
  

	
   Head	
  (crown,	
  cheeks,	
  eye,	
  throat,	
  nape):	
  	
  	
  Black	
  hooded	
  (crown,	
  nape	
  and	
  throat)	
  with	
  yellow	
  
face,	
  auriculars	
  and	
  forehead;	
  lores	
  darker	
  than	
  face.	
  

	
   Feet	
  &	
  Bill	
  (shape,	
  color,	
  length):	
  	
  	
  Feet	
  medium	
  dark	
  in	
  color	
  (not	
  black	
  or	
  decidedly	
  pale).	
  	
  Bill	
  
long,	
  narrow,	
  tapered	
  to	
  point;	
  medium	
  dark,	
  similar	
  to	
  feet.	
  

	
   Upper	
  Back:	
  	
  	
  Uniformly	
  olive	
  green	
  without	
  markings.	
  

	
   Lower	
  Back	
  &	
  Rump:	
  	
  	
  Same	
  as	
  upper	
  back.	
  

	
   Wings	
  (shape,	
  length,	
  markings):	
  	
  	
  Essentially	
  same	
  as	
  back;	
  without	
  wing	
  bars.	
  

	
   Breast,	
  Belly,	
  Flanks,	
  Undertail	
  Coverts:	
  	
  Uniformly	
  clear	
  bright	
  yellow.	
  

	
   Tail	
  (shape,	
  length,	
  markings):	
  Longish	
  and	
  typical	
  warbler	
  shape.	
  	
  Upper	
  surface	
  grayish	
  olive;	
  
underside	
  white	
  with	
  dark	
  gray	
  outer	
  corners.	
  

IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  
HOW	
  WAS	
  THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  	
  	
  Extensive	
  black	
  hood	
  and	
  yellow	
  face	
  eliminated	
  Wilson’s	
  Warbler.	
  
“Lawrence’s”	
  and	
  Black-­‐throated	
  Green	
  warblers	
  were	
  eliminated	
  on	
  basis	
  that	
  subject	
  bird	
  lacked	
  wing	
  
bars,	
  had	
  yellow	
  rather	
  white	
  undertail	
  coverts,	
  and	
  cheeks	
  were	
  bright	
  yellow	
  and	
  not	
  black	
  
(“Lawrence’s)	
  or	
  greenish	
  (Black-­‐throated	
  Green).	
  	
  Habitat	
  was	
  not	
  typical	
  of	
  that	
  associated	
  with	
  
“Lawrence’s”	
  Warbler	
  or	
  others	
  in	
  the	
  Blue-­‐winged/Golden-­‐winged	
  group.	
  	
  	
  Common	
  Yellowthroat	
  was	
  
dismissed	
  because	
  subject	
  bird	
  lacked	
  black	
  face	
  (mask)	
  and	
  bright	
  yellow	
  underside	
  largely	
  confined	
  to	
  
throat	
  and	
  undertail	
  coverts.	
  	
  Subject	
  bird’s	
  song	
  also	
  eliminated	
  these	
  similarly	
  appearing	
  (but	
  distinctly	
  
different)	
  species.	
  

COMMENTS	
  (was	
  age	
  or	
  sex	
  determined,	
  etc.?):	
  	
  	
  Adult	
  male.	
  	
  Location	
  of	
  this	
  sighting	
  is	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  
for	
  male	
  Hooded	
  Warbler	
  seen	
  and	
  heard	
  singing	
  last	
  year.	
  

This	
  report	
  was	
  written	
  from	
  notes	
  taken	
  during	
  ☐	
  immediately	
  after	
  ☒	
  the	
  observation,	
  or	
  written	
  
from	
  memory	
  ☒.	
  Please	
  attach	
  copies	
  of	
  notes	
  if	
  available.	
  	
  And	
  from	
  photographs	
  taken	
  of	
  the	
  bird	
  at	
  
the	
  time	
  of	
  observation.	
  

NAME	
  (print)	
  Kenneth	
  Cox	
  	
  	
   	
   SIGNATURE	
  (not	
  required)	
  _______________________	
  



MAILING	
  ADDRESS	
  28	
  North	
  Puckerbrush	
  Road,	
  South	
  Reading,	
  VT	
  05153.	
  

DATE	
  	
  	
  December	
  29,	
  2015.	
  

Return	
  electronically	
  (preferred)	
  to	
  :	
  vbrc@vtecostudies.org	
  or	
  mail	
  to:	
  Vermont	
  Bird	
  Records	
  
Committee,	
  Vermont	
  Center	
  for	
  Ecostudies,	
  PO	
  Box	
  420,	
  Norwich,	
  VT	
  05055.	
  

	
  

	
  


