
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare or 
unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and should be as 
detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird Records Committee, which 
evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
	
  
SPECIES:	
  	
  Townsend’s	
  Solitaire	
  (Myadestes	
  townsendi)	
  
	
  
NUMBER	
  OBSERVED:	
  	
  1	
  
	
  
OBSERVER	
  MAKING	
  REPORT:	
  OTHER	
  OBSERVERS	
  (and addresses if available) 
Cathryn Abbott and Mick Baisley, 407 Purple Mountain Road, Dummerston, VT  05346	
  
LOCATION:	
  (place, township, county) 
 407 Purple Mountain Road, Dummerston, VT  	
  
DATE:	
  December	
  1,	
  2015	
  
	
  
TIME	
  AND	
  LENGTH	
  OF	
  OBSERVATION:	
  	
  	
  8:05	
  a.m.	
  	
  (20	
  mins)	
  
	
  
DISTANCES	
  FROM	
  BIRD:	
  	
  Maximum__30 m___    Minimum__10 m___	
  
	
  
WEATHER:	
  	
  Cloudy,	
  cold,	
  gray	
  
	
  
wind direction ___n/a_____ wind speed  ___n/a_____ 
 
sky cover __cloudy_____      light in relation to observer's position n/a  
temperature______35 F_____________________ 
	
  
OPTICAL	
  EQUIPMENT:	
  (make, power, etc.)  Leica Ultravid 10 x 42 Binos 
 Swarovksy 85 mm lens 20-60 eyepiece 
	
  
	
  
OBSERVER'S	
  PREVIOUS	
  ACQUAINTANCE	
  WITH	
  THIS	
  SPECIES	
  OR	
  SIMILAR	
  FORMS:	
  
	
   I’ve	
  previously	
  seen	
  this	
  species	
  in	
  Arizona.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
OTHER	
  DOCUMENTATION:	
  Photo __X____ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?  Attached and on eBird_____ 
	
  
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Garden/meadow surrounded by mixed deciduous forest.  Bird first seen in tall black cherry draped 
in grape vine.  Later frequenting eastern red cedar trees and garden fence posts.  Dark-eyed juncos 
and blue jays also active in cedar.	
  
	
  
BIRD'S	
  BEHAVIOR:	
  (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
Bird	
  was	
  seen	
  on	
  three	
  separate	
  occasions	
  on	
  December	
  1,	
  2,	
  and	
  4.	
  	
  Each	
  time	
  bird	
  spent	
  time	
  in	
  red	
  cedar	
  
trees	
  eating	
  juniper	
  berries,	
  often	
  hovering	
  as	
  it	
  gleaned	
  berries.	
  	
  On	
  one	
  occasion	
  bird	
  was	
  observed	
  ingesting	
  
a	
  small	
  crab	
  apple.	
  	
  On	
  one	
  occasion	
  bird	
  was	
  observed	
  unsuccessfully	
  attempting	
  to	
  eat	
  an	
  enormous	
  earth	
  worm.	
  	
  One	
  
junco	
  seemed	
  to	
  follow	
  the	
  solitaire	
  around.	
  	
  Several	
  times	
  blue	
  jays	
  chased	
  solitaire	
  out	
  of	
  cedar	
  and	
  
into	
  woods.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



VOCALIZATION:	
  (song or calls)  Bird was heard singing softly, reminiscent of a robin or finch. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
DESCRIPTION:	
  (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take field notes 
during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and copies of field 
notes are encouraged.) 
	
  
Relative	
  size	
  and	
  shape:	
  	
  Similar	
  size	
  to	
  robin	
  or	
  mockingbird.	
  	
  Posture	
  when	
  perched	
  was	
  upright	
  
like	
  a	
  phoebe.	
  
	
  
	
  
Head	
  (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):  All gray bird.  Prominent white eye-ring. 
	
  
	
  
Feet	
  and Bill	
  (shape, color, length):  Short, dark bill. 
	
  
	
  
Upper	
  back:	
  	
  Gray.	
  
	
  
	
  
Lower	
  back	
  and	
  rump:	
  	
  Gray.	
  
	
  
	
  
Wings	
  (shape, length, markings):  Buff wing patches on gray wings. 
	
  
	
  
Breast,	
  belly,	
  flanks,	
  undertail	
  coverts:	
  	
  Gray.	
  
	
  
	
  
Tail	
  (shape, length, markings):  Long gray tail with white outer tail feathers. 
	
  
	
  
	
  
IMPORTANT:	
  WHAT	
  SIMILAR	
  SPECIES	
  WERE	
  ELIMINATED	
  WHEN	
  MAKING	
  THIS	
  IDENTIFICATION	
  AND	
  HOW	
  WAS	
  
THIS	
  BIRD	
  DIFFERENT?	
  	
  When	
  I	
  first	
  heard	
  the	
  bird	
  singing	
  and	
  saw	
  its	
  silhouette	
  at	
  the	
  
top	
  of	
  the	
  cherry	
  I	
  thought	
  robin.	
  	
  Binos	
  revealed	
  a	
  clean	
  light-­‐‑colored	
  breast.	
  	
  Quickly	
  eliminated	
  shrike	
  based	
  
on	
  bill.	
  	
  Considered	
  mockingbird,	
  especially	
  when	
  bird	
  flew	
  and	
  flashed	
  white	
  outer	
  tail	
  feathers.	
  	
  But	
  then	
  
saw	
  bold	
  white	
  eye	
  ring	
  and	
  buffy	
  wing	
  patches.	
  	
  That	
  left	
  TOSO.	
  	
  Wow!	
  
	
  
COMMENTS:	
  (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after __X___ the observation, or written from 
memory _____  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)___Cathryn Abbott and Mick Baisley_____SIGNATURE (not req’d)______ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS    407 Purple Mountain Road, Dummerston, VT  05346_________ 
DATE ___12/5/15_______________ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records Committee, 
Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
	
  



	
  
	
  



	
  
	
  



	
  


