RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The fellowng form has been prepared to encowrage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Verment Bird
Records Commettee, which evaluates records for thesr acceptabdity to future researchers and for
nclusion in the state bird kst

Please print or type
SPECIES: Lomg-billed Dowitcher
NUMBER OBSERVED: 2

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) Jm Mead
798 Metcalf Drive, Williston, VT 05495

LOCATION: {place, township, county) Whitnay Creak in Addisen & Addison County
DATE: 161415

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: I first saw these birds at 10:16 a.m, and | watched them for
2 mimutes,

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum- 300" Minemum- 200°
WEATHER:

wind diraction- WSW wind spead- 3-10 mph

=ky caver- 50% cloudy, 50% blue skies.  light n relation to cbserver's position- Coming from my right side.
temperature- spprox. 45°-47 F,

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc. |- Kowa TSN-884 Prominar 20-60 power lens.

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

I had many great Jooks at 7 Long-hilled Dowitchers on Brilyea Rd, in Dead Croek in 2013,

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __ Tape Recording ____ Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this nformation deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detalled as possible, nchde assodated bird species)
East shoreline of shallow creek with many othar shorebind speces, Birds were obsanvad mostly in the open
but would get behind leafy vegetation along the shore at times.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: {feeding actions, manner of fight, displays or nferactions, reaction {o observer) Thesa
birds ware feading most of the time (sewing machine type of prabing), and they rested far 8 bit with their bills
tucked into the feathars on thair backs, Thay were feeding coméartably with 1 athar SharULong-tilled
Dowitcher, 2 Semipalmated Plovers, 3 Least Sandpipers, 8 White-rumped Sandpipers, 8 Pactoral
Sandpipers and many Kildeer were in the background. The entire group was spocked but | was unable to
get locks at them in flight.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) | did not hear it sing or cal
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that cbservers will take

field notes during the cbservation and befare consulting field guides, elc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: Both birds were scen (at thmes) bn very chear sanlight, thus showisg great looks at their
scapulars & terthals,



Head (crown, cheeks, eya, thrast, nape): Grayish colored heads, throats & napes with darker crown. Lightish
colored cheeks, dark ayelines & white supercliums,

Feet and Bill (shape, coler, length): Legs greenish colored. Bils were darkish, long and soet of slim at the
base. | did not notice any downtumn in the bills, they seemed straight.

Upper back: | saw their upper backs many times while they were probing and they appeared grayish, When
their bilks were all the way i the mud and at & 907 angle to their backs. | could see what sert of looked like a
hump a bit forward of the center of thelr backs. | also neticed several times, secing a sort of sweoping dip aloag
the top of the bedy. between the mid back and wing tips.

Lower back and rump: A few times while preening, 1 saw one of them spread its” wings amd | was able to yec a
narrow white ramp patch that extended through the lower back & terminated te a point, teward the upper
back.

Wings (shape, length, markings): | had many great looks at them while they wara resting with thair bills
tucked In taward their tails, Ther overall plumage was crisp, frash, not wom, Thair scapulars showed namow
rusty colored edges and plan pattemad (no internal markings), dark centers, Thair tertials ware grayish
colored and showed no infernal markings.

Breast, belly, Aanks, undertail coverts: Breasts were a bit lighter colered grayish than heads, throats & napes.
Bellies & underrated coverts were white, Flanks showed smudgy bars,

Tall (shape, length, markings): Whie watching one of them preening, | saw black and white tail bands that
were each approximately the same width.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

I ruled out Stilt Sandpiper beeause these birds were bulky not slim. They had very long bills, probably twice as
long as a Stilt Sandpiper would have. When probing their back Nne was pretty much parallel with the groand. A
Stilt sandpiper would have the front of its” body meticeably lower than the tail end, The other and much more
difficult species to rule out was a Short-billed Dowitcher, However, based on the crisp & frosh plumage, these
two were both juveniles and because of that they could be scparated from Short-billed Donitchers by losking at
thelr scapulars and tertials. A Short-billed Dowiteher would show balfy celered fringes on both the scapalars &
tertials. The tertials would also show internal bars. The seapalars would BEkely also show some internal markisgs
as well,

COMMENTS: (was age of sex detarmined?, etc )

These two were both juveniles based an ther fresh plumage, scapulars and tertals (as described above).
Had they been adults in basic plumage, | would have called them Shoet'Long Billed Dowachers.

This report was writtan from notes taken durng _ X immediately after
from memory {phaase attach copies of notes if avalable)

the obsarvation, or written

NAME (print) Jim Mead  SIGNATURE (not req'd)

MAILING ADDRESS- 793 Metcalf Drive, Willisten, VT 05495
DATE- 11117/2015

Return electronrecally ferred) to: vbre@viecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055






