
RARE  SPECIES  REPORT  (RSD)  
  
SPECIES  OBSERVED:  Eurasian  Wigeon  (Drake)  
NUMBER:  1  
  
OBSERVER  MAKING  REPORT:  
  
James  E.  Osborn  III  
O-­2  Grandview  Drive  
South  Burlington,  VT  05403  
(802)  860-­9541  
  
OTHER  OBSERVERS:  None  on  November  5th.  Bird  seen  by  Jim  Mead  and  Gary  Chapin  (NYSARC)  on  
November  6th  in  the  same  location.  Reported  to  eBird  by  them.  
  
LOCATION:  Long  Point  Bay  along  the  Jeep  Trail,  MISSISQUOI  NWR,  Swanton,  Franklin  County  
DATE:  November  5,  2015  
  
TIME  AND  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION:  Bird  seen  at  7:25  AM  in  Long  Marsh  Bay.  Seen  from  Access  #7  off  
the  Jeep  Trail.  Bird  under  Observation  for  approximately  10  minutes.  It  then  flew  off  with  the  rest  of  the  duck  
species  (American  Wigeon,  Northern  Pintail,  and  Ring-­necked  Duck)  headed  SW  towards  the  Charcoal  Creek  
area.  
  
MINIMUM  DISTANCE  TO  THE  BIRD:  110  meters  
MAXIMUM  DISTANCE  TO  THE  BIRD:  120  meters  
  
WEATHER:  
  
SKY  COVER:  50%  Cloud  Cover  at  time  of  observation.  Front  moving  in.  
WIND  DIRECTION:  Southwest  
LIGHT  WITH  RELATION  TO  OBSERVER:  Back-­lit.  The  early-­morning  Sun  was  behind  me  which  "lit-­up"  the  
birds  sitting  in  the  water  in  front  of  me.  
WIND  SPEED:  5  to  7  knots  
TEMPERATURE:  Approximately  53  degrees  
  
OPTICAL  EQUIPMENT:  Zeiss  8x42  Binoculars  
OBSERVERS  PREVIOUS  EXPERIENCE  WITH  THIS  SPECIES:  I  have  seen  this  species  in  all  of  its  various  
plumages  well  over  400  times  in  15  different  states.  My  last  encounter  with  this  species  was  on  November  1,  
2015  in  the  Main  Pool  along  the  Wildlife  Drive  at  MONTEZUMA  NWR  in  Seneca  County,  New  York.  That  
particular  bird  was  in  "higher"  breeding  plumage  than  this  one.  There  are  photos  of  that  bird  posted  on  the  
Seneca,  New  York  eBird  page.  
OTHER  DOCUMENTATION:  None  
  
HABITAT:  The  bird  was  out  in  the  water  in  Long  Marsh  Bay.  This  Bay  is  tucked  in  between  two  points  at  the  
North  end  of  Long  Marsh  itself.  It  is  surrounded  by  Marsh  grass.  
ASSOCIATED  BIRD  SPECIES:  The  bird  was  in  the  company  of  67  American  Wigeon,  11  Northern  Pintail,  and  
a  pair  of  Ring-­necked  Ducks.  
VOCALIZATIONS:  None  to  speak  of  although  I  could  hear  some  duck  "chatter"  
  
DESCRIPTION:  
  
RELATIVE  SIZE  AND  SHAPE:  Upright  on  the  water.  Similar  in  size  to  the  Northern  Pintails,  slightly  larger  than  
the  American  Wigeon,  and  significantly  larger  than  the  Ring-­necked  Ducks.  
HEAD:  Rufous  head  with  a  "Buffy"  crown  stripe.  Nice  color  pattern  on  this  individual.  
BILL  AND  FEET:  The  BILL  was  light  blue  with  a  black  tip.  You  couldn't  see  the  feet  as  it  was  sitting  in  the  water  
(and  didn't  show  them).  
UPPER  BACK:  Light  gray  extending  down  along  the  sides  
LOWER  BACK  AND  RUMP:  Light  gray  with  a  black  rump  (similar  to  Gadwall)  
WINGS:  Tucked  in  so  you  couldn't  see  them.  It  did  not  flap  while  under  observation.  You  could  make  out  a  



definitive  "bright  white"  wing  patch  (or  stripe)  as  it  sat  on  the  water.  
BREAST,  BELLY,  AND  FLANKS:  The  breast  had  a  little  pink  on  it.  The  belly  was  white  and  the  flanks  showed  
the  same  light  gray  as  the  upper  back.  
TAIL:  Not  really  visible  in  the  tight  flock  on  the  water  
  
SPECIES  ELIMINATED:  ALL  of  them.  This  was  a  fairly  "high"  plumage  DRAKE  -­  not  quite  as  "high"  plumage  
as  the  one  in  Seneca,  New  York  (11/1),  but  "high"  enough.  Easy  to  pick  out  among  he  67  American  Wigeon  
present.  
  
COMMENTS:  I  have  a  great  deal  of  experience  with  this  species,  primarily  in  Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts,  
and  Arizona  (Scottsdale).  It  was  nice  to  find  this  bird  here  in  Northern  Vermont.  I  have  seen  Eurasian  Wigeons  
along  the  Mills  Point  Causeway  (Colchester)  over  the  years,  but  this  is  definitely  the  farthest  North  in  the  United  
States  that  I  have  ever  experienced  this  species.  Long  Point  Bay  is  very  close  to  the  Canadian  border.  
  
This  account  was  written  from  notes  taken  by  me  while  the  bird  was  under  observation.  They  were  recorded  on  
my  SONY  Voice  Recorder  which  I  always  have  in  the  field  for  just  this  purpose.  
  
NAME:  James  E.  Osborn  III  
DATE:  November  6,  2015 
	
  


