
              BIRD  SIGHTING  REPORT

SPECIES          Lark Sparrow (Chondestes grammacus)

DATE             October 30, 2015

NUMBER One adult

LOCATION In and along the edge of  Thompson's Point Road where the road transitions from pavement
to gravel at Thompson's Point, Charlotte, Vermont,  roughly 600 meters from the western
end of  the road at Lake Champlain.  The bird was feeding in the gravel and short grass here
and along an adjacent grass and gravel driveway.  There is a good deal of  shrub and weeds
near  the  road here  backed by thin woods  and intermittent  clearings  with grass.  (44.270°
latitude, -73.299° longitude.)

CONDITIONS       This  bird was  observed  periodically  from 10:10  to 11:30  a.m.  at  distances  ranging  from
approximately 10 to 50 meters.  The sky was mostly sunny, the wind about 15 miles per hour
from the northwest (though the wooded surrounding provided calm at this  site)  and the
temperature was approximately 45 degrees Fahrenheit.  Observations were made with Zeiss
8x42  TFL  binoculars,   a  Nikon  20-45x  60mm  spotting  scope,  and  a  Celestron  8-inch
Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope fitted with a T-ring, T-adapter and Canon 400D digital camera
(effective 64x magnification) mounted on a custom platform, Manfrotto 3066 video head,
and Manfrotto 132XB heavy duty tripod.  Overall viewing conditions were excellent.

IDENTIFICATION Departing the lakewatch for the morning, I saw a small, beige, sparrow-like bird with white
outer tail edges flush from the edge of  the road.  The bird flew over a shrubby fence line.
Pulling over to investigate, a number of  American Robins (Turdus migratorius) were seen
foraging in the tree line and shrubs.  The bird was very accommodating and returned to the
road edge within thirty seconds and resumed feeding, unconcerned with the observers.  We
immediately reciprocated with grateful photography.

This bird appeared about the size of  a White-crowned Sparrow with similar beige, gray and
off-white color tones, although the only birds nearby for comparison were American Robins
which were significantly larger.  As noted the outer side edges of  the tail were white, though
only noticeable in flight.  Similarly striking was this bird's dramatically patterned face. Cap was
reddish brown with a whitish central stripe, lighter toward the bill; eyes dark; off-white large
pseudo eye-ring area was bisected with black eyeline which continued to side of  nape and
then sharply angled around white-edged ear  patch;  supercilium aft  of  white eye area was
biege; ear patch reddish brown in front and tan in back; white malar bordered in black toward
ear and thick black submalar in front; bill light gray; throat white; nape biege-gray; back gray
with wavy dark brown streaks; breast and belly grayish-off-white, unstreaked and with a soft-
edged, dark, central V-shaped spot; sides and flank light grayish beige; flight feathers dark
brown with light brown edges; wing coverts patterned with dark brown, light brown and gray;
undertail whitish; legs and feet drab pinkish-orange.  See photos below. 

BEHAVIOR This bird appeared quite content to busily forage in the gravel and short grass along the edge
of  the road.  It was loosely keeping company with a flock of  American Robins.  It was never
seen interacting with the other birds and often fed alone, though the flock was always nearby.
It flushed from the road whenever a car came by but usually returned within a few minutes.

DISTINCTIONS Unique and intricate face pattern, white on outer tail, and unstreaked breast with central dot
distinguish from all  other sparrows and buntings.  Reddish on face and unstreaked breast
distinguish as adult.
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PHOTOS   
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SITE IMAGE

Satellite image showing habitat overview.  Xs mark bird's foraging locations.

OBSERVERS Theodore G. Murin, 77 Overlook Drive, South Burlington, VT 05403
David Hoag, Grand Isle, VT
Subsequently joined by:
Richard and Dorothy Lavallee, Saint Albans, VT 
Larry Haugh, Shelburne, VT
Scott Morrical, South Burlington, VT
Jim Mead, Williston, VT

DATE OF REPORT October 30, 2015

SIGNATURE
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