RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Fish Crow Corvus ossifragus

NUMBER OBSERVED: 4 (two adults and two newly fledged juveniles)

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)

Michele Patenaude

172 Woodbury Road

Burlington, VT 04508

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

Leddy Park pine grove just over the fence from the Hannaford parking lot off North Avenue, Burlington,

Vermont.

Burlington Vermont.
Chittenden County

DATE: Monday June 22, 2015. | have observed two or more Fish Crows at this location from April 22 to
October 21 of this year. June 22 was the first day | observed the juveniles which | believe had fledged that
day. | had visited the site the previous day and observed the two adults but not the two juveniles.

The newly fledged juveniles were perched near the nest up about 30 feet in a white pine. | was not certain
this was the nest as the pair had been very secretive about it. Fish Crows are known to build several
prospective nests in the territory they choose and they had done that in this pine grove. There were at least
five or six prospective nests in this grove. However, this particular nest seemed to be more substantial and
well made than the others. | had not observed the pair working at this nest although they did gather nesting
material from the nearby parking lot berms, and the shrubbery and landscaping of the nearby businesses.
They brought the materials—mud, grasses, roots and leaves-- into the pine grove but | did not see exactly
where. Also, | never saw the adult birds enter or leave the nest, although there was often one perched near
the nest and it was common for an adult bird to fly over the nest as close as 5 to 10 feet.

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 1 hour, 10 minutes beginning at 6:15 p.m.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum: 40 feet Minimum 10 feet

WEATHER:

Wind direction: east

Wind speed: 5 mph

Sky cover: partly cloudy

Light in relation to observer's position: southeast?

Temperature: about 80

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Eagle Rangers, 8 x 40



OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: | have known this bird
since | was a new birder in the 1970s and lived in Rhode Island where Fish Crows are common. More
recently, | have been following this species in Leddy Park for the last three years. Last year a pair of Fish
Crows hung out in this pine grove and appeared to be nesting. They gathered nesting materials and were
territorial in this pine grove. But they disappeared in mid—summer for no reason that | could discern. This
year | observed a pair on many occasions, usually several times a week. | watched as they courted and
gathered nesting materials. Whether they were the same birds as in 2013, 2014 and 2015, | do not know.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: No other documentation — photos, tapes or specimen.
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

A grove of tall (60 feet or higher) white pines in a park like area near open sports field, mixed woods and a
supermarket parking lot. Birds also present in this area included Pine Warblers, White-breasted Nuthatches,
Ring-billed Gulls, American Crows and others.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

There were four birds in the grove of white pines where the nest was located. The two juvenile birds were
awkward, not ready to fly, perched on branches, wings flapping and working hard to hold on. They appeared
to be recently fledged. Their mouth linings were bright red. The two adults were flying in and out of the grove
and around the nesting tree. One adult perched for a while on a light in Hannaford's parking lot.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls). The juvenile’s calls were higher and raspier than the adults. -- "ehhh, ehhh."
The adult calls were more nasal and full sounding. "ahh-ahh".

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

| have observed two or more Fish Crows at this location from April 22 to October 21 of this year at least 19
times. June 22 was the first day | observed the juveniles which | believe had fledged that day. | had visited
the site the previous day and observed the two adults but not the two juveniles. After the two juveniles
appeared on June 22, | observed 3 to 7 Fish Crows in Leddy Park or Hannaford’s parking lot (or both) more
than10 times. These may have been members of the pair and their progeny or other Fish Crows or a
combination

On Monday, June 22 between 6:15 and 7:30 | observed four Fish Crows in Leddy Park, two adults and two
recently fledged chicks. It is possible believe the two chicks had been fledged that very day. | watched the
chicks as they sat perched in a pine about fifty feet up and adjacent to the pine with the nest. They were
awkward, and worked to keep their balance by flapping their wings. They and their parents called back and
forth to each other for most of the hour | watched them. The adult birds flew around them and perched
nearby. | believe there was some feeding going on but | did not see it. However, the adults continually flew
near the young and perched beside them. Fish Crows do not carry food for their young in their beaks; they
hold it in their crops.

The fledglings had higher pitched raspier voices, bright red mouth linings, and could not fly yet. The newly
fledged juveniles were perched near the nest up about 30 feet in a white pine. | was not certain this was the
nest as the pair had been very secretive about it. Fish Crows are known to build several prospective nests
in the territory they choose and they had done that in this pine grove. There were at least five or six
prospective nests in this grove. However, this particular nest seemed to be more substantial and well made
than the others. | had not observed the pair working at this nest although they did gather nesting material
from the nearby parking lot berms, and the shrubbery and landscaping of the nearby businesses. They
brought the materials—mud, grasses, roots and leaves-- into the pine grove but | did not see exactly where.
Also, | never saw the adult birds enter or leave the nest, although there was often one perched near the nest
and it was common for an adult bird to fly over the nest as close as 5 to 10 feet.

On Wednesday, June 24 | observed them between 11:30 and 11:45. They had all moved father into the
park. One chick was on the ground, hiding in some low shrubs at the base of a tree on the southwestern
edge of the Leddy Park soccer field. The two parents were very attentive flying back and forth overhead and
perching in low branches near the chick on the ground. All three were calling to each other. A fourth bird,
another chick judging by its call and probably the second chick seen on Monday, was calling from farther
away in a grove of trees across the soccer field to the north,



On Friday, the 26th | observed three of these birds, one chick and two adults for 20 minutes. They were in
the forested area to the west of the soccer field. The chick was on the ground and the parents were flying
protectively overhead in the trees, often perching on low branches quite close to the grounded chick. | did
not see or hear the second chick. A group of 6 American Crows, what appeared to be two adults and four
youngsters, were perched 50 yards or so away and squawking

On Saturday the 27th, today, | observed all four Fish Crows, two chicks and two adults for 35 minutes. This
time both chicks were up and flying, albeit awkwardly, in the lower branches of the forest grove to the west
of the soccer field.

Relative size and shape: Similar to American Crow but smaller with smaller bill and head. Flight quicker and
more maneuverable Than American Crow. | had many opportunities this spring and summer to compare
these birds closely to American Crows, Ring-billed Gulls, and Rock Pigeons.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Black head and eyes

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Black.

Upper back: Black

Lower back and rump: Black

Wings (shape, length, markings): Long and Black. Juvenile’s wings appeared to be more brown than the
adults.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Black
Tail (shape, length, markings): Long and paddle-shaped. Black

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Similar to American Crow but smaller with smaller bill and head. Flight quicker and more maneuverable than
American Crow. Voice more nasal. Not “caw caw” but instead a more nasal and quieter “ah-ah” or “eh-eh”.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined, etc.) Two birds were an adult pair, male and female. | had
observed these two birds since April 22 and | knew from their behavior that they were a male/ female pair.
The two newly fledged juveniles were determined by voice, awkwardness, inability to fly, large red gape,
begging behavior and feeding by adults.

This report was written from notes taken: by electronic voice recorder during and immediately after the
observation.

NAME (print): Michele Patenaude

SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS: 172 Woodbury Road, Burlington, Vermont 05408
DATE: October 12, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



