
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
!
!
SPECIES:!!Black Tern!
!
!
NUMBER!OBSERVED:!!Total count was 11 of which 2 pair were observed at or hovering over nest.!
!
!
OBSERVER!MAKING!REPORT:!OTHER!OBSERVERS!(and addresses if available) Kenneth Cox; other 
observers included Don Clark and JoAnne Russo. 
!
!
LOCATION:!(place, township, county)  Charcoal Creek, Swanton, Franklin County. 
!
!
DATE:!!June 20, 2015.!
!
!
TIME!AND!LENGTH!OF!OBSERVATION:!!10:25 to 11:00 AM; 35 minutes.!
!
!
DISTANCES!FROM!BIRD:!!Maximum_ 100± yd__    Minimum__100± yd___ from nests.!
!
!
WEATHER:!!Conditions not recorded.!
!
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature___________________________ 
!
!
OPTICAL!EQUIPMENT:!(make, power, etc.) Swarovski EL 8.5X42 bins; Kowa Prominar TSN-883 scope with 
20-60X zoom. 
!
!
OBSERVER'S!PREVIOUS!ACQUAINTANCE!WITH!THIS!SPECIES!OR!SIMILAR!FORMS:!!Most of my experience 
is with Vermont’s Lake Champlain population, where I have numerous experiences observing Black Terns in 
season over the past 35 years. !
!
!
OTHER!DOCUMENTATION:!Photo __X___ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? ___Photos attached____________________ 
!
!
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) Charcoal Creek: emergent wetland. 
!
!



BIRD'S!BEHAVIOR:!(feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) Both 
pairs appeared to take turns hovering over nest and in the case of one pair from time to time one of the 
individuals would landed on and sit on nest.  Both pairs gave the observers the impression of being agitated. 
We suspeculated that the nest (and eggs?) were partially inundated by high water conditions.  
!
!
VOCALIZATION:!(song or calls) Terns at the nests were very vocal giving repeatedly excited ‘keek keek 
keek’ call notes. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION:!(Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.)  See attached photos. 
!
Relative!size!and!shape:!!
!
!
Head!(crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Black. 
!
!
Feet!and Bill!(shape, color, length): Feet dark but not seen clearly.  Bill black with reddish mouth lining. 
!
!
Upper!back:!Dark!gray.!
!
!
Lower!back!and!rump:!Dark!gray.!
!
!
Wings!(shape, length, markings): Long with pointed tips, gray. 
!
!
Breast,!belly,!flanks,!undertail!coverts:!Breast,!flanks!and!belly!black;!undertail!white.!
!
!
Tail!(shape, length, markings): Short relative to that of Common Tern; slightly forked. 
!
!
IMPORTANT:!WHAT!SIMILAR!SPECIES!WERE!ELIMINATED!WHEN!MAKING!THIS!IDENTIFICATION!AND!
HOW!WAS!THIS!BIRD!DIFFERENT?!!As a black plumaged tern, it is distinctive from all other terns and gulls 
apt to frequent Vermont.  !!!
!
!
COMMENTS:!(was age or sex determined?, etc.)  While not identified to sex by morphological features, the 
two birds frequenting the nests can be reasonably assumed to be a mated pairs. 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after __X__ the observation, or written 
from memory __X__ (please attach copies of notes if available). 
 
 
 
NAME (print)_Kenneth Cox_______________ SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS _28 North Puckerbrush Road, South Reading, VT 05153                          __ 
 
DATE _10/15/2015_______ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 



 

 
 

Above: Adult Black Tern on nest.  Below: Agitated Black Tern pair hovering over nest. 
 
 

 


