RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Barn Owl (Tyto alba)
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) Doreen Bolnick,
Lunenburg, VT

LOCATION: (place, township, county)
Old Savage farm, Bobbin Mill Rd, Lunenburg, Essex

DATE: 12 Sept 2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: Heard 3 calls over five minutes, late afternoon. Farmhouse
tenant has also been hearing it, usually early morning. No visiual sightings yet. Returned next day to
seek it out. Saw Blue Jays mobbing something in tree above the field, but could not spot the object of
their annoyance.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum__100 yards__ Minimum___ 50 yards__ for hearing the call.

WEATHER: Sunny

wind direction __ ? wind speed __light
sky cover ___mostly clear light in relation to observer's position n/r: no visual
temperature upper 60s

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Ears

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

Very familiar. We had a Barn Owl living in our yard when we lived in Harare, Zimbabwe; ditto when we
lived in Lusaka, Zambia. Had many sightings of Barn Owl over many years in Africa, and heard the call
hundreds of times.

The tenant who confirmed hearing the call is also familiar with the source, having checked it out herself
on her bird song CD.

We will revisit the location regularly and try to get hard evidence.
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species). In clusters of trees along farm
clearings, near large old barn that is caving in.



BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

Not yet observed.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

The usual harsh Kheeer.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape:

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):

Upper back:

Lower back and rump:

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Tail (shape, length, markings):

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

We are very familiar with the Barn Owl call, which is impossible to confuse with anything else (unless

there happen to be banshees around)

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)
NAME (print)___Doreen Bolnick SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS __ 135 Perkins Row, Topsfield, MA 01983 (We spend much of the summer
at our cabin at 990 Baptist Hill Rd in Lunenburg, VT)

DATE 14 Sep 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



