
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
	
  
SPECIES:  Willet    
 
NUMBER OBSERVED:  1  
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS  
Ian A. Worley, 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, VT 05753     iworley@uvm.edu 
 
LOCATION:  Buck Mountain, Waltham, Addison County, Vermont, USA 
 
DATE: 
September 20, 2015 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:  
10:00 am. Bird was in flight slightly higher than Buck Mountain summit viewing point, traveling 
very fast from north to south. First sighted northwest of summit; viewed until well south.  Total 
time of observation 45-50 seconds.  Viewed by binoculars. 
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:   
Closest distance approximately 250-350 meters. 
 
WEATHER:  
North wind 8-12 mph following cold front passage.  Morning overcast clouds at about 4000 feet; 
beginning to break up. Diffused lighting brightest from the east, hence from behind observer and 
providing good visibility.  Temperature low 60’s Fahrenheit. 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:  
Vortex Viper 8x42 binoculars 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 
Seen recently (2012) at Shelburne Bay.  Seen several times at water’s edge and in flight at 
various Atlantic Coast sites from Nova Scotia to Virginia over last 40 years. 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION:    
None 
 
HABITAT: In flight that certainly appeared to be migratory. 
 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to 
observer) 
Flying rapidly with the wind at a constant altitude and not altering direction. No change in wing-
beat throughout the time observed. 
 
VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) 
None heard.  
 



DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers 
will take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional 
pages with sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
 
Lone bird slightly higher than Buck Mountain summit viewing point, traveling very fast from north 
to south. Viewed from when north of mountain until well south. Good morning lighting. Medium-
sized shorebird with rapid, deep wingbeats flashing brilliant, strobe-like black and white. Large 
wings more broad than noticeably narrow or pointed; brilliantly black and white above and below. 
Body greyish overall, no bold markings noticed. Bill not especially long, nor noticeably upturned 
or downturned; longer than depth of head but not pronounced or exaggerated. Rump and tail 
markings not visible. Compared with Hudsonian/Black-tailed Godwits bill noticeably shorter, wing 
white and black markings more equally apportioned, and wings broader and less pointed. 
Compared with Ruddy Turnstone, larger, not all white underneath. (Notes taken by digital 
recorder immediately after viewing and transcribed that evening.) 
 
Relative size and shape:   
While there were no birds flying with the bird at that moment, I had been observing the following 
species at a similar height and distance for the previous 45 minutes: Turkey Vultures, Canada 
Geese, Broad-winged Hawks, and what appeared to be Bobolinks.  The bird was shaped in 
characteristic shorebird proportions with streamlined body broader at the breast tapering to tail, 
relatively small head with a bill longer than the depth of the head, and wings “designed” for rapid 
flight.  Based on the other birds I had been seeing it was significantly larger than the Bobolinks 
(and by inference larger than peeps) but much smaller than the Vultures, Geese, and Hawks. It 
certainly seemed to be a medium sized shorebird with no exaggerated features other than the 
spectacular wings. 
 
Head:  See description above. 
 
Feet and Bill:  Did not observe feet.  See bill description above.  
 
Upper back:  Poorly seen.  Appeared not black, not white, nor boldly patterned. 
 
Lower back and rump: Not seen. 
 
Wings:  See description above. 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:  See description above 
 
Tail:  Not observed beyond general shape, which was characteristic of many shorebirds. 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
 
Repeated from above:  Compared with Hudsonian/Black-tailed Godwits bill noticeably shorter, 
wing white and black markings more equally apportioned, and wings broader and less pointed. 
Compared with Ruddy Turnstone, larger, not all white underneath. 
 
COMMENTS:  
None 
 
NAMES: Ian Worley  
 
MAILING ADDRESSES: 
Ian Worley, 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, Vermont, 05753 iworley@uvm.edu 
 
 



DATE:  September 30, 2015 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 
 


