RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

SPECIES: Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT:

Ron Payne
496 Weybridge St.
Middlebury, VT 05753

rpayne72@myfairpoint.net
OTHER OBSERVERS:
lan Worley

iworley@uvm.edu

LOCATION: Shard Villa Rd, Middlebury, VT, 43.956131, -73.149265
DATE: Apr 06, 2015 12:21 PM

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:

Approximately 1 hour.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 300 Meters Minimum 170 Meters

WEATHER:
wind direction S wind speed 10 mph
sky cover _Overcast light in relation to observer's position _Left temperature_38 F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:

Payne:
Pentax DCF 8x42 Binoculars
Nikon RAIl 20x Spotting Scope

Worley:
Kowa TSN-884 88mm scope with 20-60x eyepiece
Vortex Viper 8x42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:



Both observers saw the Pink Footed Goose accepted by the VBRC, 11-12 April 2014, Creek Rd, Salisbury,
VT.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __ X Tape Recording Specimen

https://picasaweb.google.com/lan.and.Mary.Worley/PinkFootedGooseShardVillaRdVTApril62015?authkey=
Gv1sRgCN-5geKvt6jim QE

https://picasaweb.google.com/103744238038089080957/April62015?authkey=Gv1sRgCNfT0ZSpgYa94QE

HABITAT:

River floodplain in agricultural use as corn and hay fields. Fields were flooded and filled with large flocks of
waterfowl.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR:

Associating with a group of Canad Goose, the PFGO was first observed feeding on grass near the edge of
the water and later observed resting while floating on water.

VOCALIZATION:

None heard.

DESCRIPTION: (from field notes)

Goose, slightly smaller than Canada Geese close by. Bill with black tip; central portion orange-pink; Dark
brown head, unpatterned, unmarked face. Darkness of head color blends to buffy neck and chest. Flanks
two-tone gray with subtle vertical stripes. White, lateral body stripe with thin, parallel white lines extending up
body from the lateral stripe. White tail, undertail covers, and aft-belly. Legs and feet an evident pink.

Relative size and shape:
Goose slightly smaller than nearby Canada Goose.
Head:

Brown overall, without distinctive pattern, darker in color than the rest of body.

Feet and Bill:

Typical goose bill, smaller proportionally than Canada, black bridge, base and tip, pink in between. Feet and
legs completely pink.

Upper back:



Brown.
Lower back and rump:
Visible portions were white.

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Gray with thin white edging to feathers creating a striped look across the coverts. White line separating back

from flanks.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Darkness of head color blends to buffy neck and chest. Flanks two-tone gray with subtle vertical stripes.

Belly brown, white ventral region and white undertail coverts.

Tail:

Typically short goose tail, mostly white with interior gray band (visible in one of the photos).

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION

AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Greater White-fronted Goose ruled out by lack of black on tail.
Graylag Goose ruled out by dark head and small bill size.

Bean Goose ruled out by dark belly and small bill size.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

No.

This report was written from notes taken during __X__immediately after

from memory . Additional notes made from photos.

NAME (print)_Ronald Payne  SIGNATURE (not req’d)

the observation, or written

MAILING ADDRESS __ 496 Weybridge St, Middlebury, VT 05753

DATE Sept. 25, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055

http://ebird.org/ebird/vt/view/checklist?sublD=S22746480




