RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

SPECIES: Green-winged Teal (Eurasian)
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT:
lan A. Worley

1101 Snake Mountain Road
Cornwall, VT, 05753
iworley@uvm.edu

LOCATION: Lemon Fair Road, Weybridge, VT, 44.020378, -73.238410
DATE: April 1, 2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:
5:50pm, approximately 10 minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum/ minimum 400 feet

WEATHER:
Light northerly breeze, less than 5 mph. Few clouds. 39 deg. F. Afternoon sun to left of observer.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:
Kowa TSN-884 88mm scope with 20-60x eyepiece
Vortex Viper 8x42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
Very familiar with species. First observation of subspecies.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION:

Seen again the following day by me.

Photograph two days later (April 3, 2015) by Don Jones http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?sublD=S22660194
Pair of males also seen at location two days later (April 3, 2015) by Spencer Hardy, Doug Hardy, Don Jones, Aaron
Yappert, and Fitz Bowen.

HABITAT:
Flooded grassy river floodplain. Bird was in shallow water near grassy edge of water. .

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR:
Foraging and resting. Mingling with Green-winged Teal (American), Mallards, and American Black Ducks.

VOCALIZATION:
None heard.

DESCRIPTION: (from field notes)

Very small dabbling duck compared with nearby Mallards and American Black Ducks. When swimming and foraging
body and wings appear grayish. Characterisic Green-winged Teal buffy patch at rear beneath tail. Head rufous with
prominent emerald green patch on side of head sweeping to rear of head. Bill very dark. Pale of breast visible when
facing observer. Distinctive, highly visible, horizontal white stripe showing beneath scapulars. No vertical bar (“spur”)
on side of body at rear of breast (as is the case with the “American” subspecies).

Relative size and shape:
See above description.



Head:
See above description

Feet and Bill:
Feet not seen. Bill small, duck-like, very dark.

Upper back:
See above description.

Lower back and rump:
Lower back and rump not seen well.

Wings (shape, length, markings):
Seen only in resting position. See above description.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
See above description.

Tail:
Poorly seen. See above description.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND HOW
WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Very small size eliminated most other dabbling duck species. Adult markings eliminated Blue-winged Teal which
would have had a white crescent behind bill and no horizontal white line on body. American Green-winged Teal
would not have had horizontal white body line, and would have had vertical white line separating breast from belly.
There was no mingling of “American” and “Eurasian” features (principally the white horizontal and vertical lines) that
would indicate an obvious hybrid.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

This report was written from notes taken on a digital recording during the observation and then transcribed within the
next two days.

NAME (print) lan A. Worley SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, VT, 05753
DATE September 30, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records Committee,
Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055

http://ebird.org/ebird/vt/view/checklist?sublD=S22746480




