RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Yellow-throated Warbler

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)
Chip Darmstadt

255 McCullough Hill Road

Middlesex, VT 05602

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

McCullough Hill Road, Middlesex, Washington County

DATE: September 2,2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 7:15 am and again at 8:30 am. I was only able to watch the bird for a
few seconds at a time.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 75 feet Minimum 60 feet

WEATHER:

wind direction not known wind speed very light

sky cover clear light in relation to observer's position temperature to my back
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)

Nikon Monarchs 7x35

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

Very familiar with the species from numerous observations in New Jersey, Florida and elsewhere (annually)

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo _no Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

The warbler was first seen foraging in a tall White Pine in the company of Black-capped Chickadees and several
other warbler species (Black-throated Blue and Chestnut-sided). I later relocated the bird foraging in a grove of
Red Pines. The overall habitat was a mix of deciduous and coniferous trees, shrubs along a roadside.



BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

The warbler was observed foraging much like a nuthatch or Black-and-white Warbler, creeping along branches
in the subcanopy and probing in needle clusters.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

When relocated [ heard the bird giving a loud chip notes, somewhat reminiscent of an Indigo Bunting.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: The warbler was comparable in size to other warblers in the area, but a bit larger

than the chickadees.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): | managed quick but solid looks at the whole bird, noting in
particular the bright yellow throat contrasting with and bordered by dark black on the side of the face. The
head was patterned black and white, although my views were brief and | was unable to note the exact
pattern.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Not clearly visible

Upper back: Not visible

Lower back and rump: Not visible

Wings (shape, length, markings): From my angle below the bird | could not see the wings well.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
The bright yellow of the chin, throat and chest contrasted boldly with the white belly. | observed bold, black
streaking on the sides/flanks (merging with the black on the side of the face).

Tail (shape, length, markings): Relatively short and white underneath. The appeared slightly notched.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Common Yellowthroat: really not even close — the bright white belly contrasting with the yellow chest and
throat eliminated this species. Also the strikingly marked black and white head eliminates this species.

Blackburnian Warbler: The bird | observed most closely resembles a female Blackburnian, but the vivid
yellow throat, contrasting with the bright, white belly and prominent black streaks on the flanks eliminated
this species. Overall the bold and highly contrasting markings on the bird | observed eliminated female
Blackburnian.

Other warbler species have yellow throats — Magnolia, Parula, etc. — but lack other features consistent with
a Yellow-throated Warbler.



COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) No

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after x the observation, or written from
memory x (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print) Chip Darmstadt SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS 255 McCullough Hill Road, Middlesex, VT 05602

DATE September 2, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



