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I am submitting this report months after seeing the bird. At the time, I didn’t even 
consider Band-tailed Pigeon; I’d seen one only once, several years earlier, thousands 
of miles away. However, I just returned from another trip to Oregon (on August 28, 
2015). During that birding trip, I saw the species again. I remembered my June visitor 
and rechecked the photo when I got home. 
 
 
SPECIES: Band-tailed Pigeon 
NUMBER OBSERVED: one 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Maeve Kim 
LOCATION: (place, township, county)  - my house – 320 Browns Trace – Jericho Center – 
Chittenden County – Vermont  

DATE: 6/2/2015 

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: I watched my feeders for an hour starting at 8AM. 
(One of my goals this spring was to dedicate time to birding my own backyard.) I think the 
pigeon arrived after I’d been watching for 15 or 20 minutes and remained for at least ten 
minutes. Pigeons are fairly rare at my feeders, showing up about once every five years, so it 
caught my attention. In addition, it looked different from the occasional feral pigeons I’ve seen 
in the area so I got my camera.  
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  The feeder is 78” from the kitchen window. I was sitting inside the 
house, about two feet from the window. 
WEATHER: I don’t recall the weather, but records on the web show that the overnight low 
had been in the 40s, rising to a high of 60 degrees. One site I checked mentioned rain, but I 
don’t think it was raining during the time I watched the feeders. 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Swift Audubon 8.5x44  
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: I 
first saw this species on 6/21/07 in Portland OR. It was a relatively quick sighting and the bird 
was identified by the then-head of Portland Audubon. I was in Oregon again from August 12-
27, 2015. On August 13, I watched one or possibly two Band-tailed Pigeons at Ft. Stevens 
State Park near Astoria. I got a long look at the first one I saw and had time to look in Sibley 
west and make my own identification of the bird. 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo – available on e-bird and at 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/86960264@N05/18425997702/in/dateposted-public/ 

 
HABITAT - The bird was on a shallow plastic seed feeder containing mostly chipped 
sunflower seeds. My property is an acre, about 1/3 lawn, 1/3 vegetable and perennial 
gardens, and 1/3 old orchard next to a wetland (with some cattails). I’m on a busy road in a 
small town, with a nearby neighbor on one side but open space and a pond on the other. 

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR – The bird was pecking at the sunflower chips.  

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) – The bird was silent. 

 



DESCRIPTION:  
Relative size and shape - The feeder is 14” long and 12” wide. Judging from the photo, the 
bird was about 14” long from bill to the end of its tail.  
Head and Bill – The head was gray, with a fairly large round dark eye, a white arc on its 
nape, and a yellow bill with a black tip.  

Feet and Legs – The feet and legs were yellow. 
Upper back – Immediately behind the white mark on the neck, there was an area that looked 
ruffled and was a different color than the rest of the bird. It looks almost green in the photo. 
Lower back and rump – The bird’s back and rump were all a similar shade of gray (except 
for the darker section between the white crescent and the back). 
Wings – Wings were also gray, with no wing bars or other markings. 

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts – The breast was the same smooth gray as the rest 
of the bird, with a slight rosy or pinky tinge. The undertail coverts were white. 
Tail (shape, length, markings): The tail was unusually long, which is one of the first things that 
made me pay attention to the bird. Unfortunately, I didn’t even think of Band-tailed Pigeon 
until getting home from Oregon a few days ago (8/28/15) and revisiting the June photo – so I 
didn’t take additional pictures that might have shown the tail better. I don’t remember noticing 
the tail when the bird flew away. 

 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
As soon as I noticed that the bird was different from the usual feeder birds, my first thought 
that maybe it was a Eurasian Collared Dove. I remembered a mark on the collar for that 
species but couldn’t remember if it was black or white. I got my camera and took a photo (in 
case it disappeared) and then checked Sibley. I then decided it was a feral pigeon, a species 
that has a great deal of variety. I didn’t even consider Band-tailed Pigeon at the time.  

 
COMMENTS: The lesson has been learned: if I see something that sets my antennae 
quivering, I should follow through (even if I end up feeling foolish about asking for help with 
something that turns out to be a garden-variety pigeon). 

 

This report was written from a photo and a clear recollection of having spent considerable 
time wondering about the bird.  
 
 
NAME Maeve Kim 
PO Box 1086 
Jericho Center 
VT 05465 
 
Bird seen on 6/2/2015 – Report sent 8/31/2015 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


