
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
!
SPECIES:!!Juvenile/Immature.Yellow2Crowned.Night.Heron,.sex.unknown!
!
NUMBER!OBSERVED:!1!
!
OBSERVER!MAKING!REPORT:!OTHER!OBSERVERS!(and addresses if available)  
 
Chelsea Carroll, Andrew Farber- Bomoseen State Park, 22 Cedar Mountain Rd, Fair Haven VT 05743 
!
LOCATION:!(place, township, county)  
 
Rutland County, Bomoseen State Park, 22 Cedar Mountain Rd, Fair Haven VT 05743 
!
DATE:!!August.16th,.2015.
!
TIME!AND!LENGTH!OF!OBSERVATION:!!727:20.PM!
!
DISTANCES!FROM!BIRD:!!Maximum- 30 ft    Minimum- 5 ft!
!
WEATHER:!!
!
wind direction- n/a wind speed- under 5 mph 
 
sky cover- partly cloudy    light in relation to observer's position- almost dusk  temperature- upper 80’s 
!
OPTICAL!EQUIPMENT:!(make, power, etc.) Fujifilm digital camera for photo and video 
!
!
OBSERVER'S!PREVIOUS!ACQUAINTANCE!WITH!THIS!SPECIES!OR!SIMILAR!FORMS:!!!
.
I’ve.observed.and.photographed.many.great.blue.herons,.and.just.last.week.photographed.two.green.herons.in.
Rutland.County..
!
!
!
OTHER!DOCUMENTATION:!Photo __yes Tape Recording __yes Specimen ______ 
 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?__laptop & email 
!
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
 
Under trees in yard at front of state park, walking across yard. Stream and marsh are very nearby. 
 
!
!
!
BIRD'S!BEHAVIOR:!(feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 
 
Stalking and hunting frogs on the ground, very concentrated and methodical, didn’t react when I followed it 



for 20 minutes around the yard until I was about 5 feet away, then it hopped over the driveway once it 
noticed me and proceeded to continue hunting on the ground. 
!
!
!
!
!
VOCALIZATION:!(song or calls) None observed!
!
!
DESCRIPTION:!(Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
!
Relative!size!and!shape:!About.2.feet.tall.standing,.longer.wing.span,.much.smaller.than.a.Great.Blue.Heron,.
thinner.than.a.Green.Heron...Longer.neck.than.a.Green.Heron..
!
!
Head!(crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):  Slight plume, mottled white/brown cheeks & nape, heavily 
streaked brown throat 
!
!
Feet!and Bill!(shape, color, length): Large blunt-tipped bill, black & white, upper legs pale yellow, lower legs 
brighter yellow 
!
!
Upper!back:!Mottled.white.&.brown!
!
!
Lower!back!and!rump:!!Mostly.brown,.some.white.spots.at.tips.of.feathers.
!
!
Wings!(shape, length, markings):  Wingspan longer than height of bird, broad 
!
!
Breast,!belly,!flanks,!undertail!coverts:!White.rump.
!
!
Tail!(shape, length, markings): Shorter tail, mostly brown with white spots on tips of feathers 
!
!
!
IMPORTANT:!WHAT!SIMILAR!SPECIES!WERE!ELIMINATED!WHEN!MAKING!THIS!IDENTIFICATION!AND!
HOW!WAS!THIS!BIRD!DIFFERENT?!
!
American.Bittern.was.discounted.because.of.it’s.yellow.bill.and.stripe.over.the.eye.compared.to.the.yellow2
crowned.which.has.a.black.bill.and.no.eye.stripe...Also.the.Black2crowned.night.heron.was.discounted.due.to.
shortness.of.the.neck.compared.to.the.lengthier.more.slender.neck.of.the.yellow2crowned,.and.also.the.color.
and.length.of.the.legs.are.more.yellow.and.longer.than.the.black2crowned.!
!
!
COMMENTS:!(was age or sex determined?, etc.) Immature or Juvenile, unknown sex 
 
 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory ____yes_  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
 
NAME (print)    Chelsea Carroll    SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 



 
MAILING ADDRESS    22 Cedar Mountain Road, Bomoseen State Park, Fair Haven VT 05743 
 
DATE _______8/18/15_______ 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 

 
 



 

 


