RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type
SPECIES: Western Meadowlark
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)

Allan Strong

(Seen by many observers. Seen on the first day of its initial observation by Ted Murin and Qing Ren. Also
present were Larry Haugh and Lisa Nawrocki).

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

Lake Road, about 200m southwest of the intersection with Greenbush Road.
Charlotte

Chittenden

DATE:
24 June 2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:
Off and on from 1930-2030

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum: 150 meters Minimum: 80 meters

WEATHER:
wind direction wind speed
sky cover light in relation to observer's position temperature

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.)
Zeiss 10x40 and Kowa scope, 15-60x

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

I have seen and heard Western Meadowlark on quite a few occasions, although not often in the last 10
years or so.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Yes, Video Yes

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? Photos annotated and attached below, video with
song available at http://www.uvm.edu/rsenr/wfb130/pages/WEME/MVI_2898.MP4

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Bird was in a rotationally grazed pasture. When visible, it was sitting on fenceposts. Bobolinks, Savannah
Sparrows, Red-winged Blackbirds, and Eastern Kingbirds were also present.


http://www.uvm.edu/rsenr/wfb130/pages/WEME/MVI_2898.MP4

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

For much of the observation period, the bird was out of sight. For much of the time, it was singing, but
not visible. When visible, it was perched on fenceposts (briefly on the ground on a farm track). When
singing, it was also preening.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

Key identification feature. The bird only sang (no calls noted), and it gave a typical “Western
Meadowlark” song: two short, slurred introductory notes followed by a series of notes that gurgled
downward in pitch. The first two introductory notes were not unlike that of the song of an Eastern
Meadowlark, but they were slightly shorter. Where an Eastern Meadowlark ends it song with two more
slurred notes that also decrease in pitch, they are very different from that of the Western Meadowlark,
which “down slurs” 6-8 notes. The bird’s song can be heard clearly on the video (see link above).

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

All plumage features were similar to an Eastern Meadowlark. Brown back, white outer tail feathers,
yellow breast, long slender bill, relatively long legs, flat head, and a black “V” in the yellow of the breast.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

The vocalizations were the primary feature used to distinguish this bird from an Eastern Meadowlark.
Listen to the vocalizations associated with the video. Additionally, the plumage around the bird’s face
also suggest Western Meadowlark. In Eastern Meadowlarks, the yellow in the throat stops at the malar
region, whereas in Western Meadowlarks, the yellow extends beyond the malar into the cheeks. This can
be seen fairly well in the blow-ups of the two “record shots” of the bird in question.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

Presumably male given singing behavior.

This report was written from photos, videos, notes taken during the observation and the report was
completed from memory.

NAME (print) Allan Strong  SIGNATURE (not req'd) ﬂltn«\/l(};zea
MAILING ADDRESS 9 Sebring Road, South Burlington, VT 05403
DATE 9 August 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055






Note how the
yellow on the face
extends outside
the malar region
and into the
cheeks.




