RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

sPECIES: Hooded Warbler Setophaga citrina

NUMBER OBSERVED: 2

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available)

Michele Patenaude
172 Woodbury Road
Burlington, VT 05408
Michelep@sover.net
802-862-4085

LOCATION: (place, township, county)

Woodside Natural Area
Essex
Chittenden County

pATE: May 11, 2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: from 8 am to 10:10 am
DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum __50 feet Minimum_20 feet  approximately

WEATHER: Overcast

wind direction __Northwest wind speed _5-10 mph

sky cover 100%_overcast light in relation to observer's position: diffuse

temperature low to mid-fifties

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Binoculars: Eagle Optics Rangers 8 x 42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
None

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording X Specimen



Repeated song: “Weeta-weeta-wheet-tu-tu.” Loud and whistled. Two parted, five
notes. A few seconds in duration,. This song is interspersed throughout this
recording. It is not a continuous recording but is broken up as | note all the
species | see and hear during the observation. Song is on voice recorder but
there is no original digital file as the recorder does not create digital files. What |
am sending the Rare Bird Committee is a digital file of a recording of a recording.
A recording made on my |IPad of a recording made with my voice recorder.
Therefore the quality is not as good as it is on the original recording. The original
recording on my voice recorder is good quality.

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? On my voice recorder.

HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Secondary forest with thick undergrowth. Wet soils, muddy puddles.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)

These birds sang nonstop during my observation. Sometimes closer or farther
away but low to the ground in the vegetation. | could only be sure there were two
of them as | had overlapping song only for two birds. | believe there may have
been more than two birds, based on the differing locations of the vocalizations.
But | could not be sure it was different individuals or just the same two moving
around.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)

These birds sang non-stop for the entire time that | was in Woodside Natural
area.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

No notes or sketches. Try as | might, | could not see the birds although | could
clearly hear them calling over and over. | have some vision problems which give
me trouble in locating small, active birds. However, my recording matches the
song identification recordings such as I-bird and Cornell Lab’s All About Birds. |
could hear that the birds were near the ground, a typical location for these birds.
Although, | was not familiar with this song, when | played the recordings for this
species, it was a fairly easy match.

Relative size and shape:

Heard only. | did not see the birds.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Heard only. | did not see the birds.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):



Heard only. | did not see the birds.
Upper back:

Heard only. | did not see the birds.
Lower back and rump:

Heard only. | did not see the birds.
Wings (shape, length, markings):

Heard only. | did not see the birds.
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:
Heard only. | did not see the birds.
Tail (shape, length, markings):

Heard only. | did not see the birds.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? Given the low to the ground location of the bird song
and the song itself which matched my identification recordings | eliminated
warblers that prefer to sing from higher locations.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined? etc.) NO. Both sexes sing.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after __X_the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print) Michele Patenaude =~ SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS: 172 Woodbury Road, Burlington VT 05408
DATE June 24, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



