RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Fish Crow

NUMBER OBSERVED: 4

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS JoAnne Russo, Don Clark also observed them.
LOCATION: Herrick’s Cove IBA, Rockingham, Windham, VT

DATE: May 2, 2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: probably between 8 and 8:30 am, for a few minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: am not good at guessing distance, we were standing at the edge of the cove, the
birds flew fairly low and easy to see, about halfway from the further marshland.

WEATHER: clear
wind direction wind speed

sky cover light in relation to observer's position temperature

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: bins (Pentax 12.5 x 50)
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

Seen and heard numerous fish crows in Florida, Massachusetts and around Burlington VT.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?

HABITAT: flying south in the cove area of Herrick’s, 4 birds flying together, calling their 2 and 3 note,
nasal, “uh uh uh”, American crows in the area making their characteristic harsh caw calls at the
same time.

BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: see above



VOCALIZATION: calling uh uh and uh uh uh as they flew, a short, nasal call. Did not sound anything like
an American crow which I have heard make numerous, different sounding calls.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape:

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape):

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length):

Upper back:

Lower back and rump:

Wings (shape, length, markings):

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:

Tail (shape, length, markings):

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Without vocalizations, fish crows can be confused with AMCR. We ruled out AMCR because of the
vocalization. Also, much too early to be juvenile AMCR as they don’t usually fledge until late June.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)
NAME (print)___JoAnne Russo SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS PO Box 250, Saxtons River, VT 05154
DATE _5/8/2015___

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



