
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
Please print or type 
 
SPECIES: Wilson’s Snipe 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED: one 
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available) 

 Pamela Hunt, 26 Whitewater Drive, Penacook, NH 03303 
 
LOCATION: (place, township, county) Lake Runnemede, Windsor, Windsor 

 
DATE: February 16, 2015 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: approx.. 1400, only seen for a minute or less 
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:  Maximum__out of sight___    Minimum__maybe 15-20 meters?___ 
 
WEATHER:  clear, cold, somewhat windy 
 
wind direction ________ wind speed  ________ 
 
sky cover _______      light in relation to observer's position temperature___________________________ 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: (make, power, etc.) Vortex Vipers 8x42 

 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 
 
Seen hundreds 
 
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo ______ Tape Recording ______ Specimen ______ 

 
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?________________________________________ 
 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 

 
Bird was flushed from a narrow strip of open water and mud along the west shore of the lake. Presumably this is 
kept open from seepage from the adjacent hillside. The bird flew north and was lost towards the shrub wetland 
at the northwest corner of the lake. 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer) 

 
Flushed from mud and flew off. 
 
VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) 

 
Distinctive “keek” call uttered upon flushing. 
 
 



DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take 

field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and 
copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
 
A medium-sized shorebird with a DISTINCTIVE long bill and overall streaked brown plumage. In flight, wings 
noticeably pointed. Brief looks and the fact that the bird was flying away made noticing other field marks 
problematic. 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND 
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
 
Woodcock is the only other long-billed shorebird even remotely possible in the Connecticut Valley in winter, and 
they are 1) plumper, 2) have rounded wings, and 3) don’t say “keek.” 
 
A dowitcher would have a similar shape, but let’s get serious here. This would also have a white lower back and 
rump 
 
COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.) 

 
A shorebird tentatively identified as a snipe had been reported from this location a day or two previously. 
 
 
This report was written from notes taken during _____immediately after _____ the observation, or written 
from memory _X__  (please attach copies of notes if available) 
 
And from noted written on eBird checklist the next day – when it was more fresh in my mind 

 
 
NAME (print)_____Pamela Hunt___________SIGNATURE (not req’d)_____________________ 
 
MAILING ADDRESS __26 Whitewater Drive, Penacook, NH 03303__________ 
 
DATE _9 April 2015 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records 
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 


