RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for
inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type

SPECIES: Orange-Crowned Warbler

NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS Zacheriah Cota-Weaver, Chip Darmstadt, Kenneth
Benton, Patricia Folsom,

LOCATION: Montpelier, VT

DATE: 1/1/2015

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 12:00hrs, 30 mintes
DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum_30ft__ Minimum_10ft__

WEATHER: No precipitation.

wind direction __North wind speed __ 5mph
sky cover __Clear____ light in relation to observer's position temperature 15-
20F

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Eagle Optics Binoculars, 8x42

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:

1 previous observation (ZCW), other observers have addition experience with species.
OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo __Yes__ Tape Recording Specimen

If yes to the above, where is this information deposited?
https://www.flickr.com/photos/109092475@N04/16165673472/
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species)

Residential area in Montpelier, bordering mixed wood park.
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer)
Bird observed in both deciduous and confirous trees. Seen foraging in brush along frozen puddle underneath

treelike, not far from BCCH and CARW. Also seen visiting feeder filled with Black Oil Sunflower seed, in the
company of many PISI.

VOCALIZATION: (song or calls)
No vocalizations distinguished from other species present.

DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will take
field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with sketches and
copies of field notes are encouraged.)

Relative size and shape: Comparable in size to nearby PISI.



Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Head dull gray overall. Broken white eye-ring with faint black eye
line. No other defining head characteristics.

Feet and Bill (shape, color, length): Dark brown or black legs, no clearly visualized. Very small pointed black
bill.

Upper back: Dusky brown with green hue.

Lower back and rump: Dusky brown with green hue.

Wings (shape, length, markings): Gray-brown. No wingbars or other notable markings.

Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts: Breast dull greenish-yellow with darker streaking leading into flanks.
Undertail covers yellow.

Tail (shape, length, markings): Gray-brown. No notable markings.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS
IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT?

Identified as Family Parulidae nearly immediately do to size, shape, beak and coloration. TEWA ruled out due to lack
of definitive eyebrow and lack of contrast between breast and undertail cover coloration. NAWA ruled out due to
broken eye ring. PFIWA ruled out due to wing coloration and markings and undertail coverts. Other Dendroica species
and Oporornis species ruled out for coloration.

COMMENTS: (was age or sex determined?, etc.)

No.

This report was written from notes taken during immediately after _Yes__ the observation, or written
from memory (please attach copies of notes if available)

NAME (print)___ Zacheriah Cota-Weaver SIGNATURE (not req’d)

MAILING ADDRESS

4317 Main Street Apt 3
Waitsfield, VT 05673

DATE

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



