
RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION 
Records of Vermont Birds 

 
The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare 
or unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and 
should be as detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, which evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for 
inclusion in the state bird list. 
 
 
	
  
SPECIES:  Pacific Loon 
 
NUMBER OBSERVED:  1  
 
OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: OTHER OBSERVERS  
Ronald Payne, 496 Weybridge Street, Middlebury, VT 05753    rpayne72@myfairpoint.net 
Ian A. Worley, 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, VT 05753     iworley@uvm.edu 
 
 
LOCATION:  Lake Champlain, south of Goose Bay. 1.9 miles southeast of the Champlain Bridge, 
Bridport, Addison County, Vermont, USA 
 
DATE: 
November 19, 2014 
 
TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION:  
10:35am. Observed closely for 20-30 minutes.  Bird did not depart within our viewing time at the 
location.  
 
DISTANCES FROM BIRD:   
Approximately 600-800 meters 
 
WEATHER:  
South wind 7-9kts, occasional gusts 18-20kts.  Occasional snowflakes.  33 deg. F.  Overcast; 
good lighting.  Water temperature 47 deg. F.  Waves about 1-1.5 feet, no whitecaps.  Birds 
viewed from an elevated position on lakeshore bluff; no heat shimmer observed.   No lake ice. 
 
OPTICAL EQUIPMENT:  
Payne:  
Pentax DCF 8x42 Binoculars 
Nikon RAII 20x Spotting Scope 
 
Worley: 
Kowa TSN-884 88mm scope with 20-60x eyepiece 
Vortex Viper 8x42 
 
OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: 
Worley and Payne observed the species on Lake Champlain in 2012 and 2013 at the Champlain 
Bridge, at this location (Goose Bay), at Thompson’s Point, and at Long Point (Worley only).   
Many years ago Worley saw Pacific Loons numerous times during landscape assessments at 
Glacier Bay National Park.  
Both observers are quite familiar with Common and Red-throated Loons, as well as Red-necked 
Grebes on Lake Champlain and elsewhere. 
 
 



OTHER DOCUMENTATION:    
None 
 
HABITAT: (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species) 
Open waters of Lake Champlain.  In vicinity were some 500 Scaup, primarily Lesser Scaup. Also 
in the vicinity were a large raft of Canada Geese, several Black Scoters, several White-winged 
Scoters, Scattered Common Goldeneyes, three Common Loons, and abundant Ring-billed Gulls. 
 
 
BIRD'S BEHAVIOR: (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to 
observer) 
Resting, preening, diving, wing flaps while on water, swimming on surface, long distant 
underwater swims. 
 
VOCALIZATION: (song or calls) 
None heard.  
 
DESCRIPTION: (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers 
will take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional 
pages with sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.) 
 
Small loon, noticeably smaller than nearby Common Loons; more agile. Dark bird; black, 
unpatterned back, white chest, throat, and cheeks (white cheeks did not include eyes). No white 
seen at eye location within dark area of head and face. "Dolphin" type dive rising up slightly and 
kicking legs out of water on entry. Stayed under water for considerable periods and traveled long 
distances under water. Dark necklace on white throat. Bill much smaller than the heavy bill of 
Common Loons. Bill not as thinly needle-like as that of Red-throated Loon. Bill held level to water 
surface, not canted upward as with Red-throated Loon.. Smoothly rounded head; not flattish on 
top. Gray nape and back of neck. Smooth border between back of neck and white of throat 
except for the necklace. 
 
 
Relative size and shape:  Long bodied, low in water diving bird with prominent, curved neck and 
sharply pointed bill.  Noticeably smaller than nearby Common Loons; larger than any nearby 
diving or dabbling ducks. 
 
Head:  See description above. 
 
Feet and Bill:  Did not observe feet.  See bill description above.  
 
Upper back:  Black and unpatterned. 
 
 
Lower back and rump: Appeared black throughout. 
 
 
Wings:  Black above.  Underside not observed. 
 
 
Breast, belly, flanks, undertail coverts:  Breast white.  Bird dark to water line when seen from 
side. Belly white, as seen when diving. 
 
Tail:  Portions seen at rest and swimming were black. 
 
 
IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS 



IDENTIFICATION AND HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? 
 
Much smaller than Common Loon. 
Bill not thick and heavy as per bill of Common Loon and Red-necked Grebe.   
Untextured gray nape and back of neck not found on Common and Red-throated Loons. 
Bill not held upwards as per Red-throated Loon. 
Dark necklace of non-breeding adults does not occur in Common, Red-throated, and Arctic 
Loons. 
No white showing above water on flanks as it does with Arctic Loons. 
No white showing near or around eye for non-breeding adults as is the case with Common and 
Red-throated Loons. 
 
COMMENTS:  
 
Description of bird prepared from field notes on the same day as the observation. 
 
NAMES:  Ronald Payne, Ian Worley  
 
MAILING ADDRESSES: 
 
Ronald Payne, 496 Weybridge Steet, Middlebury, Vermont, 05753 rpayne72@myfairpoint.net 
Ian Worley, 1101 Snake Mountain Road, Cornwall, Vermont, 05753 iworley@uvm.edu 
 
 
DATE:  September 30, 2015 
 
Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird 
Records Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055 
 
 


