RARE SPECIES NESTING REPORT
Records of Vermont Birds

SPECIES: Ring-Necked Pheasant

NUMBER OBSERVED: 11 (pair & 9 flightless young)

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT: Craig Provost

LOCATION: Earl Grey Road, Morristown, VT

** Roughly 0.7 miles east/southeast from where the birds were observed along Earl Grey, the Randall Plante
Farm is located. Annually, the owner buys 100 or more chicks in early spring. The birds are housed in an open
pen surrounded by netting. He raises the birds to adulthood and then supplies dog trainings and private hunting
events. Given the structure where he keeps the birds it is easy to see how some escape. By late September or so,
the pen is empty. Several hundred acres of agricultural fields are nearby, mostly hay but also corn. An estate
property also has extensive fields that are cut once late in the year (scarce but present Bobolink) and just
beyond is a private airfield surrounded by additional hayfield such as the one where these birds were seen.
DATE: 7/26/2014

TIME AND LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: 8:20AM; 7 minutes

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum_200 feet Minimum_50 feet

WEATHER: Mostly Sunny

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT: Kowa Genesis 10 x 40 binoculars

OBSERVER'S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS:
[ have seen this specie numerous times in Vermont (only twice w/young) and various states out west.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photographs attached
HABITAT: Recently cut hayfield bordered by a drainage ditch with heavy vegetation.

BIRDS' BEHAVIOR:

While cruising slowly I first spotted the male feeding along the edge of the road. As I got closer he darted into the
edge and the female and the chicks appeared out of the narrow strip of vegetation right along the road. The male
quickly went towards deeper vegetation and disappeared. Three of the young gradually followed the male, while
the female went out into the more open recently cut hay and eventually guided the other six chicks towards
where the other birds had sought cover.

VOCALIZATION: soft clucking sounds heard from female

DESCRIPTION:
See photos below.

The male had a lot of dark green on its back, sides and breast. No white collar. He vanished too quickly for me to
catch him with the camera.






COMMENTS: Adult pair with 9 young

This report was written from brief notes taken immediately after the observation.
NAME (print) Craig Provost
MAILING ADDRESS PO Box 1241 Stowe, VT 05672

DATE 3/17/2015

Return electronically (preferred) to: vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055



