RARE SPECIES DOCUMENTATION
Records of Vermont Birds

The following form has been prepared to encourage full documentation, when requested, of rare or
unseasonal birds in the state of Vermont. These reports are put into a permanent file and should be as
detailed as possible. New reports are reviewed annually by the Vermont Bird Records Committee, which
evaluates records for their acceptability to future researchers and for inclusion in the state bird list.

Please print or type.

SPECIES: Northern Parula
NUMBER OBSERVED: 1

OBSERVER MAKING REPORT; OTHER OBSERVERS (and addresses if available): Kenneth Cox. Jim Meade
was present for the second sighting (October 26, 2014), when we both arrived independently at the site
where a Yellow-breasted Chat had been previously found by Michael Foster, photographed and reported
on eBird. However, this day the chat was not to be seen, but this late season Northern Parula was
consolation. Bird was photographed by Jim.

LOCATION (place, township, county): Lake Runnemede/Paradise Park, Windsor, Windsor Co.
DATE: October 26 and November 9, 2014.

TIME & LENGTH OF OBSERVATION: First sighting 1230-1356, 5-10 min.; second sighting 0835 — 0955,
10— 15 min.

DISTANCES FROM BIRD: Maximum 12 ft. Minimum 8 ft.
WEATHER:
Wind direction Not noted. Wind speed Not noted.
Sky cover Not noted. Light in relation to observer’s position Not noted.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT (make, power, etc.): Bird was at close enough range that optical aides were not
necessary, but bird was observed through 8.5 X 42 Swarovski bins.

OBSERVER’S PREVIOUS ACQUAINTANCE WITH THIS SPECIES OR SIMILAR FORMS: Numerous previous
encounters with this species, but these sighting are the latest in the year that | have experienced.

OTHER DOCUMENTATION: Photo Tape Recording [l Specimen [
If yes to the above, where is this information deposited? Two photos attached to this report.

HABITAT (be as detailed as possible, include associated bird species): On the first date the warbler
was spotted flitting about among low limbs of a wild apple tree located at the edge of the foot path.
During the second sighting (less than 30 ft. from the first) it was in a thicket of trees, brush and brambles
foraging in understory within five feet of ground.



BIRD’S BEHAVIOR (feeding actions, manner of flight, displays or interactions, reaction to observer):
The bird was behaving characteristically as warblers do: active hopping or flitting from branch to branch,
and gleaning stems and foliage for food items.

VOCALIZATION (song or calls): None heard.

DESCRIPTION (Describe what you actually saw during the observation. We hope that observers will
take field notes during the observation and before consulting field guides, etc. Additional pages with
sketches and copies of field notes are encouraged.):

Relative Size & Shape: Smallish warbler.

Head (crown, cheeks, eye, throat, nape): Crown and nape bluish-gray; cheeks lighter bluish-
gray; eyes with white upper and lower eye arcs; throat bright yellow.

Feet & Bill (shape, color, length): Bill dark and warbler-like.

Upper Back: Yellowish-green.

Lower Back & Rump: Bluish-gray without any markings.

Wings (shape, length, markings): Bluish-gray with two prominent white wing bars.

Breast, Belly, Flanks, Undertail Coverts: Upper breast bright yellow with a slight burnt orange
tinge; belly, flanks and undertail coverts white.

Tail (shape, length, markings): Short; no other details.

IMPORTANT: WHAT SIMILAR SPECIES WERE ELIMINATED WHEN MAKING THIS IDENTIFICATION AND
HOW WAS THIS BIRD DIFFERENT? Easily differentiated from other yellow throated and breasted
warblers; lacked any dark (black) streaking and spotting on breast and flanks.

COMMENTS (was age or sex determined, etc.?): First fall male. Based on proximity of both out-of-
season sightings and same plumage characteristics, | have assumed this to be the same bird.

This report was written from notes taken during [ immediately after (1 the observation, or written
from memory X. Please attach copies of notes if available.

NAME (print) Kenneth Cox SIGNATURE (not required)

MAILING ADDRESS 28 North Puckerbrush Road, South Reading, VT 05153
DATE February 15, 2015

Return electronically (preferred) to : vbrc@vtecostudies.org or mail to: Vermont Bird Records
Committee, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, PO Box 420, Norwich, VT 05055.
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